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was como o seek and tu save, not o scat-
tes and destroy.

He wassiylod by the prophes the prince
of peace and, aflos glury lo Gad on high,
peace on earth, and good will to man, was
sung by tie augels at lis nativity. Meck.
ness was his fuvourite attiibute, and the vir-
wo he commended most to his follo ~ers;
ideed the one by which ho said they
should be chiefly distinguished from the
rest of manhind.

Ths is the particularty marhed charac-
ter ol the Messiuh, as given in the piopho
cies; which described tum as one, ‘the
bruized reed who would not bieak; and
thesmoking flax, who would not extinguish,
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ACGAINST PERSECUTION FOR
CONSCYENCE SAKE.
Lonverie gladium tuom i locun sudm, M'DOS

enim. qui scesperint gladium, gladio peribunt.
Matt, o, 26, v. 52

Put up thy sword into its scabbard ;
wus the Saviour’s injunction to his disci-
ple. who had drawn the sword inhis de-
fance, and cut off tho car of Malchus, the
Tigh priest’s sorvant, probably the most
active in +pprehending our Lord. ‘Put
up the sword into the scabbard & for all
they, who use the sword, shall perish by

the sword.? Is. 42,3, Who gave his back to the smi-

Witk the view of giving to ]:i’, followers | oeg , his checks to hose who buffetted
amuug his last and most Skivg inUe lpem | agd who bid not his face fiom ig-
twts the most umportant ong of forbear- | nonuny and spuic, 50,6. Who when op-
ance tuwards their enemics, even towa::ds pressed and afflicied, did sot complain ;.
those avtuated by the most dea.dl_v malice but was led bike a Jamb to the slaughtes,
agaiust them ; but more particulerly to and as arsheep hefore her shearer, opened
impress upon their minds that they aro not not Ins mouth, 53,7 * These, and a thous
suthossed by him to raise their arm of flesh | @ passages to the same effuct, des-
in bis defonce ; and murder or tormenti, o 1oy g most distinguishable by the
their fellow ereatures on tho prefext °f|almbuw of meekucss ; which shone farth
rantaining bis :avse; and also, as te moq conspicuously in his conduet through-
limself observed upon the occasion, that! .\ . whole course of his life, but'more
tue propliecy concerning him might be fol-1 oarcutarly towards s cluse, and in the
filed, which said that ke should be reck-}). o0 stage of his mortal existence. The
oncd among the wicked ; thus designatingj,qp jooqcy he bequeathed to his disciples
tiose, who have secourse to the sword; before leaving them, was peace. My

withh this view, I say, did he intimate 0, 5oace, said he, I leave you : my peace 1

Ius disciplo that he should provide himself give you, not such as the world gweth, a
with asword acd so far permitted him for | rencherous and hollow truce, the effect
once to use it, only that he might have the . of mutual precaution, accompanicd al-
moro solemn and public occasion of forbid- ways with distrust ; butone the pure off-
Jing lis followers the like use of it for ever; spring of brotherly love, derived from its
addiag at the same time tho example of) ya1ive source the love of God, our common
sendering good for evil, which he had all giper . boh which he strongly inculcated;
along so furcibly inculcated by touching gecianing that on these two depend the
aud restoring on the spot the ear of Mal- synole lawand the prophets ; thatss, that
cus that had been cut of!. on these two the whole duty of man hioges

Bot the most direct object which he and turns; and assuning them that the
seems to have had in view in bringing main test of their Leing lus disciples, s,
about tius mysleriOus incidenct, w3s to,that they love one anather, ‘By ths,
prove that, however much, as he furesaw, |says lie, they shali know that you are my
ey who might boast themselves his fol- discipies, that you lave one another * Nay,
jowers. should seek 10 establish, cr uphold | he bade them even furego thess just and
what they nnagined to be his cause by vio- riadubitauic nights, rathes than quasrel and
tent measures; they not only had aot his htigate fur them with one another. *You
sancuon for doing so; but that on thejhave heard, said he, that it has been said,
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to out epomies were exemphified in himselfthe goneral edoptivn of cortain modus of
In 8 supreme degme, He did:not Nfusc'fl\iul y O upon their cnuuuusnce, when
even to-Judas the kiss of peace, by which~| once calablished ,.are inatigated on to this
be was betrayed ; but only meekly remon. unholy though proiended Chiistian war-
strated with him for making of thet eym- fare , some wih the hope of soatching,
bul of love, 8 treacherous sign.  Friend, othors with the wish of retaining the ac-
soid he, dost thou dotray the Son of man | cursed things, the Mammon of. imquaty ;
witha kiss? He prayed for his very tidl in the contust not only the Chususn,,
mutderers in the midst of all the turments but the man himeelf is lust in the romorse-
he was enduring upon the cross; and,less savage; the blood-thirsty and-mur.
pleaded earnestly with his heavenly father  derboasting fanatic ; than whom thero is
in their bekalf ; urging the only porsible not in nature a monster move deadly and
excuse that could bo offered for them,,untamesble. It wss to such-that our Sa-
their ignoranco of the dreadful crime they', viour alluded, when ho fotetold bis Disci.
wero committing. Father, said ke, for-, plesthat the time would come when thuse
give thery ; for they know not what they even who killed them would think they
are doing. were thus.doing a service to God,

Now letthem contrast this conduct and |  Presumpiuous worms ! He never sc-
these waxims of our Savioor, with the quired yuur exerted strength to.aear , aut
behaviour and maxims of those, who, yous ares of flesh to prop and vphold Lis
rwbile boasting themselves his disciples, immortal structare, and imperishable fa..
and ackoowledging him to be their per- bric, Will oxperionce never convinee
foct model ; and his doctrine the unerring . you that your furbidden interference in
rule of their lives ; subject their fellow- such a way,. your petsecuting efforts,
crestures nevertheless to all kinds of unjust, your crafty and unprincipled endeavours,
privations, cruel sufférings, snd even to only tend to mar his gracious purposo;
death ; for daring to Jdiffer with them in 'and impede, if possible, his merciful de.
any degree on points of faith ;. of which'sign? ‘That your furious zeal is the grast.
they choose to proclaim themselves, with- ‘est obstacle to-the far and wide dissemina-
out offering any sure proof of their right to | tion of his holy ductrine ; which nothing
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such pretension, the only inspired aod ins, but his o'ea supporting omnipotaare could
fallible expounders ; for if they own them- maka it overcomo ? That infidelity has
scives falfidle;in what they go forcibly iov nothing so.plausibly to oppose to the. adop-
culeate, their conduct is then oot only un- | tion of his gospel truths, ss the sppalling
feasonable, but wantonly attrocious. atrocitios committed by you in its blas.

What s strange and deplorable incra- pbemingly pretended suppost ? That you
sistency is this, toglory soin being €'*ris- ' thus make his holy name be reviled, and
tians; and yet to actiu direct opposition hi divine 10velation scouted by profanc
to what that title so recessarily implies! and profligate unbcliovers , making that
Nay,'to make a merit to ones sclf in acting gaspel of peace and univetsal love appear
s0; offering even as the proofof their be-'sach an endless source of diecord and
ing tbe tite followers of Christ, the viola- contention ; and, instead of a Blessing,
tion of bis strictest injuaction , ofthe very ' which it were, if well observed ; a8 a
one by the obseevance of which he said  cqrso and calamity to mankind! Alas!
we were to koow and distinguish his fol- ¢ js from false friends within the fold,
lowers : and holding themselves forth to aqd not from opealy avowed enemies
our astonished vesson as his more faithful (ithout, that all this mischief proceeds.
imitators just in proportion as they resem- Tt is but of our awn makiag: perditio tua
ble him the less, exte, Israel. Tt was Acham ia the camp,

But our worder at such inconsistency ,by coveting and retaining the accarsed
will cease, if we look a little beyond the  spoil, not from the foe from without, who
mere surfsce of things; and conside't, brovght discomfiture and destruction upon
not the pleusibly pretended, but the real the peoples of God.

contrary, they were expressly forbidden
by tum 10 nterpose in lus behalf in so sum-

mary and cruel a manner , reminding such,

mistahen and presumptuous zealots that
be needs not their aid to accomplish his
ends; or, if he wanted aid, that he had the
whole liost of flcaven, more powerful as-
sistants, at lus cail. “Thigkst thou,” said
ne to Peier, *that T cannot now ask my
Yather, and he will presently give me
more than toelve legionsof Angeis :*° Oa
ibe very occasion alluded to he gavea con-

eye for eye ; and tooth fur teath.  But, if
any one should smite you on the right cheek
turn to him the other also.  And if any
one should sue o1 at law, and take from
you your coat, les him have your cloak also.
You have heard it said, love your neigh-
bour and hate jour enemy. But 1 say
unto you, love your enemies. Bless those
that curse you: and pray for hose that
desputefully use you and persecute you:
that you may be the children of your futh-
er who is in heaven, who makes lus sun to

motives for such conduct : which, howerver
carefully kept out of sight, by the bood-
winking influence of interested sophistry
and p.ejudice ; are nevertheless quite ob.
vious to the attentive'and impartial observ.
er. ‘To such it wil) soon sppear that all
this unauthorised strife about religion,
which bas proved such a source of misery
to mankind for so many ages , so far from
originating in a pure snd disinterested
zcal for the glory of God ; is the genuine

Frow different from this was the conduct
of the primitive Chdistians! Su fan from
contending with onc anothen for the pos-
session and enjoyment -of the good things
of this world ; they were seen cheerfully
togve up all they possessed; in order the
more {reelytoatter to.theizmainconcern,
the salvation of their souls, by the diligent
practico of their Chzistian duties: following.
in this the counsel of cur Lord, addsessed .
to all these who aspire aftes perfection,

vincing prouf that, even e Jus mortal state,
e requized no human aud 1o defend lum

nse on the wicked and the good, and sends
down rain on the just and tho unjust.

off+pring of worldly prideand of our siolul | and remembering how he checked on the
'altachmezut to the honours and enjoyments eve of his pussion, the ambitious ;ivg]ry of
of thig life; which we could wish either  his apostles # as 1o had dune before that

against hits enemmies, by sending his pursu-
ers with a word thrice reeling to the grouud.
And 1s he now less powerful and more de~
pendant on our help in his immortal and
glonfied condition ?

s disciples, mn the excess of their zeal,
besought him once to allow them, like Elis
us, to call down fice from heaven to con-
sume lus enemics: but he gave them to

understand th:at lus dispensauion was one
of mercy ar.r not of justice; for that he

Blessed are the meiaiful, says he, for they
shall fnd meicy.  Blessed are the peace-
makers fur they shall be called the children
of God, Mair. 5.7  And 1a that shost but
all comprehensive prayer which he taught
us, he desires us ty ask for furgiveness of
our offences against God, only in as far as
we ourselves forgive those of our fellow
cieajures, who have offended us. Matut. 6.

These divine maxims of meek forbeara
ance towards «ll men, aand of charity even

to meke all our own, dr retain when made;
claiming over and above, cowrary to the
Savinur’s declarations, the exclusive mo-
nopely and rightfil enjoyment of the
good things of the life to come.—In other
words, our &elf conceit sesents it as an ine
sult offered to our better suppased under-
standing, when any ono dares to call in

question the soundness of itsdecisions: and
they agaiv, whose tamporalprospority, call
it Livinge, if you choose, depends upon

of thie sons of Zebedee. These were the
teal champions of Christianity, trained in
the school of self-denial and mortificati..n
to the bluody conflict of martrydom; and
to victory ; not, like the heathens, by des-
perately fighting 3 but, like their lord, by
patiently dying.

But no sooner was the Saviour’s religion
established every where on the ruins of

idolatry ; and worldly honours and emotu-
ments began to be heaped profusely on its



