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PRESIDENT AND POET

It is alleged that President Roosevelt
lately refused to discuss the question of
women’s hats. Possibly the is
that feathers usually form part of the
garniture, and feathers are related to
animal life. The President not long since
had rushed in his headlong way into ad-
verse criticism of writers of animal
stories, and got himself into no end of
trouble. The ‘writers in question went
gunning for the President. He might
know something about bears and horses,
and possibly bulls, but he was in no posi-

reason

- tion to talk about wild anim?ﬂs as these
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writers knew them. They had tracked
the muskrat to its lair and the deer to

* the wholesome wold. They knew things

about foxes and wolves that the President
had never dreamed. They told him 0.
The smoke of this battle had cleared
somewhat, but now comes Prof. Roberts,
with whole batteries of denunciation,
and the unfortunate health seeker at
Oyster Bay must once more face the con-
sequences of his ill-advised conduct. Prof.
Roberts very properly points out that the
President does not know our wolf or our
Iynx, and has never conversed with them

" in the solitudes of the New Brunswick

forest. It is even doubtful if he has ever
heard of the battle of the cats on the
Maine border, so faithfully described by
Mr. Harry Woodworth in one of _his
charming essays. It is quite clear that
President Roosevelt owes it to himself
and to the reputation of this paradise of
big and little game’to come to the prov-
ince next autumn, take out a license in
due form, and study the intelligent lynx
and the gregarious wolf on their native
heath. Vi

IMPERIAL RELATIONS

“The integrity of the empire and the
glory of the race should be the aim and
loving purpose of us all.”

In these words Judge Longley of Nova
Bcotia_ concludes a reply, in “Canada” of
June lst, to the criticisms passed upon
his recent address at the Mining Society
banquet in Halifax. It will be remember-
ed that at the time the press commented
eomewhat adversely on the judge’s re-

,marks, and the incident attained rather

more prominence than it deserved in Eng-
lish newspapers. The judge now replies.
At-the outset he gives this explanation of
what occurred at the banquet:

“At a recent banquet held by the Nova
Scotia Mining Society at Halifax, I was
asked to respond to the toast, ‘‘Canada.”
In doing &0, I referred to the enormous
growth which had recently taken place,
the prospects of satill greater expansion,
the vast area and unrivalled possibilities.
In this view I ventured to say that the

Proceeding then to explain and defend

“What' is the alternative? The very
proposition 1 submitted at the beginning.

outlying portions of the Empire may do,
but.I do say that the only rational policy
I can work out for Canada is political au-
tonomy, with the closest alliance with the
}:;mpire‘ Nor do I conceive this to be an-
tiquated. Matteérs are drifting daily in
that direction; Canada has taken over
from Great Britain the forts and arsenals
and manned them with her own soldiers:
She has declared her fiscal independence
by adopting an intermediate tariff under
which she is negotiating with other coun-
tries than Great Britain.

“Is not such an arrangement as good
for Britain and the Empire as any other?
It leaves the matter of devotion to epring
naturally from the affections. During the
South African war Canada was not bound
to send a soldier. She did send them freely
and voluntarily, and would have sent them
more freely and enthusiastically if Great
Britain had been in a struggle with a
powerful nation, instead of seeking to
crush a handful of Boers. If a few years
hence Canada should assume the status of
an independent nation, the same impulse
would induce her people freely and volun-
tarily to send her soldiers to the support
of the ¥mpire, quite as much as if retain-
ing an ignoble position of dependence.”

Judge Longley has no fear that the
United States would ever attempt to op-
press or absorb Canada, but even if that
were attempted, Canada, in his concep-
tion of her position under an independent
status is to be in so close alliance with the
rest of the Empire as to have its re-
sources at her service, and she would be
no less secure than-now.- Moreover, in
twenty years Canada, he believes will be
strong enough to defend herself. In con-
clusion he says:

“I am content with any honorable solu-
tion. The only point on which I wish to
express any opinion is that I am tired of
the ‘colonial status, which' I think is un-
worthy of the Canadian people, and I am
satisfied from knowledge of Canadian sen-
timent and the views of Canadian states-
men of both parties, that the actual out-
come will be a national status for Canada,
and as close relations with the Empire as
possible. Tariffs and preferences will not
weigh a feather in the solution. The in-
tegrity of the Empire and the glory of the
race should be the aim and loving purpose
of us all.”

The difference between Judge Longley
and other Canadians is merely a matter
of terminology. He uses the word inde-
pendence in a qualified sense. Some other
pe9ple have understood him to mean it
in its sense of complete separation. What
he says on the subject of local autonomy
is not questioned. Possibly he favors more
of independence than others do, but the
whole question is an open one, and mo
man can be gure that the views he holds
today will be his views five years hence.
All must be content like Judge Longley
with an honorable solution, wrought out
by ‘the genius of a race that has developed
the Empire to its present status and vast
proportions.

THE UNIVERSITY

The appointment of Dr. Philip Cox to
the chair of natural history and geology
in the University of New Brunswick is a
recognition of ability and faithful service
to the cause of education in this province,
and of special qualifications for the work
to which he has been called. Prof. Cox
has for, years given enthusiastic study to
the natural history of his native province.
He comes to his duties well equipped,

Of the new professor of physics and
electrical engineering less is generally
known, but no doubt the senate has made
a wise selection. The new professor of
engineering has had experience as a teacher
in the University of Chicago, and comes

position of ‘“Colony” could not long be
maintained, and that in the course of

time it was altogether probable that Can- |

ada would assume the etatus of a nation.
Probably I would not live to see it, but 1

had no doubt there were those within the |

sound of my voice who would. At this
point one or two voices said ‘“No, no,”

and some said ‘“Hear, hear.” Recognizing |

that those who had dissented quite mis-

understood my position, and not desiring |
to introduce an element of controversy, 1!

simply made a pleasant observation and
brought my remarks to a close. There
were present at the dinner the governor
and the premier of Nova Scotia, and other
prominent men. I will venture to say that
these did not dissent from a word I said.
Later on in the dinner, when Dr. Magill
was responding to another toast, somebody
started Rule Britannia, and ae it is a
favorite air, most of those present joined
in the meclody. Perhaps this was sung as
a protest to my observations, which 1
think were rational and proper, but I
never imagined it until I saw it afterwards
in the news columns of papers some thou-
sands’ of miles away.”

Having thus explained thg incident
Judge Longley takes up the criticisms of-
fered. He declares, and certainly Prof.
Leacock would in this fully agree with
him, that ‘“the most ardent Imperialist
would not favor the idea that Canada
ghould for ever remain a colony.” Canada,

he says, will in a few decades have twenty |

millions of people, a revenue of $250,000,-
000; and a volume of trade exceeding a

billion dollars. It would not he points out, |

“be creditable to such a powerful com-

munity to remain dependents of the Brit-|

ish Islands and take no part in the. sup-
port and maintenace of the Empire.”

What, then is to be the outcome? The
judge holds the view that the old idea
of ‘‘imperial federation—an imperial par-
liament composed of representatives of all
the outlying dominions beyond 'the =ca,
sitting at London and making laws for
the Empire, supporting the army and navy
by equal taxation, and a cabinet composed
of men from all parts of the Empire has
been practically abandoned as a eolution
of the imperial question.” In support of
this contention he says:

highly recommended. i

Prof. McDonald has agreed to remain
another year, and his salary and that, of
| three other professors has been increased.
It is announced that a professor of for-
estry and an assistant professor of en-
gineering will be appointed as soon as the
| increased endowment is received, which
will be available when the increased prov-
incial subsidies are paid. As the first
reading of the bill in the British parlia-
ment approving these subsidies was passed
without opposition, there will evidently be
very little delay in that regard. When
these additional professors have been ap-
pointed the University will be splendidly
equipped for successful work, and will take
its place ip a fuller sense than ever before
as one of the important educational insti-
tutiofis of the Dominion.

+ A SIGNIFICANT FAILURE

Financial circles in New York have been
somewhat disturbed by a failure an-
nounced this week. It was not the failure
of a firm af stock-brokers, nor had it any-
thing to do with ordinary epeculative en-
terprises. The firm in question carried
on business in the manufacture of struc-
tural steel and construction work and was
doing an enormous business, the liabilities
of the corgoration being $6,500,000. It had
pYanches in various parts of the world,
twas a long established industry, and had
no lack of orders in hand. Indeed, it had
every prospect of more orders for future
work than it could hope to fill. Why,
then, did it fail? The Journal of Com-
merce gives this explanation:

“The failure was the result of expanding
the business under the pressure of ‘pros-
perity’ more rapidly than capital could be
provided for accomplishing it. The con-
cern had been long and successfully en-
gaged in construction work when more
than two years ago it was determined to
establish a large plant on Staten Island
for making open hearth steel and rolling
it into material for its contracts in build-

“T do believe that not a handful of Can-
adians favor, or have even seriously con-|
sidered, such a eolution. You may read
the epeeches of Sir Wilfrid Lauricr and his
colleagues- carefully, buy you will find no
L - A i

ing as well as for the gemeral market for
structural steel. Capital was to be raised
for this by an increase of capital stock
and an issue of bonds kecured on the

more intention of shaping their policy on |
i the lines of imperial federation.”
Notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths, |

25 cents for each imsertion. l : .
fhls own position the judge adds:

plant, but the cost exceeded the estimates
by nearly $1,400,000, futting the company
in straits for working capital and com-
pelling it to seek loans in the money mar-
ket to meet current obligations. While
the business is said to have been profit-
able, it had developed too fast for the
means available for its requirements, and
it had more to handle than it had the
means of handling, at a time when the
money market was practically bare of
funds. to be secured on future prospects.

“The case illustrates the present abnor-
mal situation in two ways. It has been
mentioned as the result of a ‘surfeit of
prosperity,” which apparently means that
the opportunities for business induced an
attempt to expand too quickly while the
cost of accomplishing it outran calcula-
tion. No doubt the increasing cost of
labor and materials while the expansion
was going on was one cause of the inevit-
able embarrasssment. The excess of cost
over the estimates caused a financial strug-
gle to keep both the manufacturing and
construction work going. At the same
time, while it needed to raise more capi-
tal than its issued securities and its
profits could provide, capital had been so
absorbed by simila® processes of expansion
in other enterprises that it was not to be
had except on the hardest terms. The re-
sult was a crisis in the affairs of the com-
pany from which there was no escape ex-
cept in a bankruptey court, and a receiver-
ship which would resist the - claims of
creditors until they could be provided
for.” -

There are two facts in connection with
this failure which financiers regard as of
particular significance at this time. The

‘first is that many large concerns are find-

ing it increasingly hard to carry on busi-
ness at a profit, even though /they are
rushed with orders. One writer states the
case thus: i

“Many factories have for months
wrestled with the problem of producing
more than their capacity and their capital
warranted, with the result that net earn-
ings have been disappointing. When this
stage of a cycle of prosperity is reached
prudent business men pause. For several
months bankers have rigidly refused to
finance the erection of one additional whee]l
or the building /of a dozen more bricks.
The wisdom of this course has been ques-
tioned, not to.say criticized by customers,
but time will reveal that in this instance
financiers have been more far-sighted than
those inside factory walls.”

The other important fact is well stated
by the Journal of Commerce, and is of
special significance in view of the wild
outery against public interference with the
affairs of the“corporations. We quote:

“In a way this failure furnishes an ans-
wer to the oon};entiqn that  ‘hostility’ to
railroads or to corporations is the cause
of the difficulty railroad corporations are
having ‘to raise capital’ for costly exten-
sions, enlanged - terminals and increased
equipment. This company was subject to
no such hostility and felt none of the
effects of it, but its existing resources
were taxed beyond their capagity and it
could not further mortgage its future for
present relief, not because its earning pros-
pects were insufficient or its credit im-
paired, but because the needed capital was
not to be had on terms that it was in a
position to offer. Its case is the result of
inadequate capital either in hand or at
command, because the supply available is
not equal to the demand and its own
exigency could be no longer pushed off.”

So great has been the demand for money
in a period marked by what one bank
termed “an excess of prosperity,” and so
much of the profit made in enterprises of
all kinds has been put into further ex-
pansion of plant and business, that there
is a general scarcity of working capital.
Will there be other failures—or will the
warning now be heeded?

‘THE NATION’S DEFENCE '
Canadians will be interested.- to learn
that the cadet making
great headway in Australia, under the aus-

movement is
pices of the government: In reply to ques-
tions in the parliament of the Common-

wealth last February Senator Keating said:
*In 1905, when under partial state con-
trol, the strength of the cadets through-
out the Commonwealth was 10,126. The
Commonwealth took them over in 1806,
and, on present estimates, made provision
for 20,000 junior and 3,000 senior cadets.
It is now proposed, as a tentative meas-
ure, to provide, next year, for 31,000 jun-
iors and 6,000 seniors. If this number is
obtained, the government will be prepared
to make provision for increased numbers.”
There are in the Com}nonwealth 310,821
youths between 12 and 19 years of age,
and in reply to a question whether the
government fnteqded to make" their train-
ing compulsory, the minister replied that
this question was under consideration, but
fresh legislation would be necessary.
In London, in May, Premier Deakin, in
an address on the Empire and National
Service, at a meeting at which Field Mar-
shal Earl Roberts presided, declared that
he believed that with little delay universal
service would be made compulsory
throughout Australia.x He hoped they
would have 40,000 cadets next year, and
50,000 the year after. After the cadet
training, he pointed out, they are taken up
by the volunteer organizations, or the par-
tially paid militia forces, and the rifle
clubs. ‘““On” account of the natural taste
and aptitude of the people,” said Mr.
Deakin, “and because .of the temptation of
a clear atmosphere and an open life, there
has sprung up a great love of rifle shoot-
ing, for its own sake; and the consequence
is that from Thursday Island in the north
to the furthest point in the south, from
cast to west, wherever you find a small
community you find its rifle club.” And
yet, he adds, the people of -Australia are
not fully satisfied. “We feel,” he goes on,
“ that, after all, beginning in the schools,
following up in the senior cadets and
taking them in the militia and enlisting
them in the volunt‘vrs, winning them over
to the rifle clubs, though they spring up
even faster than our treasury seems to re-

|

cognize, we fee_l that even now this move-
ment, excellent as it is, valuable because
it is spontaneous, and to be encouraged
on that account, does not enable us to ex-
press our national spirit as we desire to
see it expressed.”

Premier Deakin made a very significant
statement in connection with the fact that
they have woman suffrage in Australia. It
was that though in electing members of
parliament, ‘‘probably as many women
vote as men,” yet the new tendency is
being supported and . encouraged. “The
question of military preparation is put
forward, not as a menace of war, but as
a necessary duty of citizenship, accepted
by a community in which all adults eRer-
cise the vote.”

This, it may be noted, is the story of a
country which has never known war at
home, but which holds “that the country
which governs itself can only do so whilst
it is prepared to protect itself.”

“If,”” goes on Premier Deakin, “you
want a community which™ realises what
war is and what war means, you must go
to the community in which every man and
every household shares the risk of war.
And surely this is the nation we desire to
see, slow to anger and not subject to pas-
sion, not played upon by individuals or
individual interests, but moving calmly,
solidly and unitedly when it is called upon
to move at all. Such a nation commands
the respect of the would-be aggressor, be-
cause he realises what the action of
such a people means when they are un-

duly provoked, when the conscience of the
nation is awakened, and the judgment of
the nation responds, and the resort is to be
the dread arbitrament of war—the nation
from which the aggressor will shrink is
the nation which has prepared itself in
peace, and faces unmoved all the sacrifices
and risks of war.”

Seldom has a more dignified, eloquent or
forceful presentation of the case for umi-
versal military training been made than
is contained in the following further quo-
tation from this very able speech. by the
Australian premier: :

“We do not dwell on martial pictures,but
turn aside from these thoughts to those
with which we are occupied day by day.
There-is the soil to be opened up, the
harvest to be reaped, the hammer to lift
and fall; with all these tasks we are to-
day mostly concerned, and it is only - oc-
casionally, when across the background

of our vision far away there glows sud-

denly in the heavens the red meteor star
of war, tha: we awake to the fact that
possibly some day it might rise and fall,
if not upon us, upon those dear to us,and
allied and united to us, upon. our common
country and our common flag. (Cheers.)
Under these circumstances, what we have
done and are doing is to make a begin-
ning, to fit ourselves for the extraordin-
ary, the unhoped for,- the emergency
which, let wus hope, is never
to occur. The time of preparation is in
the earliest years, but there is no risk
of such experience and such training in-
ogulating our youth with wundue love
either of military display, which may
linger with them while they have the uni-
form, or of military pursuiis. On the con-
trary, the whole tendency of our schools
and their training are expressly directed
to develéping in the minds of .tHe scholars
thoughts of peace: and of harmony, con-
siderations of humanity, and to realise
that war is the great exception—the dread
excepiion, the exception to be avoided, if
possible. (Cheers.) All this is taught in
our schools side by side with the rudi-
ments of drill; but we also realise that
with us at all events the ideal of the
state is the ideal of the family, and this
is based upon the capacity of the head of
the family and those assotiated with it
to stand by its interests in the day of
trial, and to be prepared to stand before
those for whom they must be well con-
tens,- if mecessary, to spill their lives.
(Cheers.) Honoring the citizen who pur-
sues his path in peace, honoring the man
who takes rebuffs, if necessary, who en-
dures much rather than enter upon strife
—honoring him and placing him first, we
vet realise that there comes a point at
which concession, at which passivity, be-
comes unmanly. When the poin; is reach-
ed at which physical force is to be applied
we realise that it must be resisted, and we
realise also that the fabric of our family
life, of our government, of the institutions
under which and by which and through
which we live from day to6 day, as well
as the whole edifice of our prosperity,
are all reared upon the basis and the in-
surance of maintained peace. (Cheers.) Sd
maintained, the earthquake which threat-
ens the foundations, the earthquake of
war, threatens the whole structure, be-
cause with i into its gulf may plunge in
fire and flame all that makes us civilised,
all that has been the result of the prowess
of our fathers, all that they have gained
by their vigor, their courage, and' their
endurance. (Cheers.) No one suspects the
British Empire—no one not in delirium—
of aggressive designs upon any part or
any people of the world—(cheers)—bu
everybody realises that no one has more
to lose, no one has more to protect, no
one has more to refain that the British
Empire. (Cheers.”) * i

BUSINESS TROUBLES
St. Petersburg is again an armed camp.
The Douma has been dissolved. When the
Social:Democrats who attended the con-

vention in London came out flatly in fa-
vor of a republic, and the radical element
gained control of the party, Premier Stoly-
pin demanded their expulsion from the
Douma, and has now dissolved the house.
Several times since the new house was
first called there has been great friction
between its members and the ministry,
but the Premier, who is evidently an
adroit and very able man, has been able
up to the present time to head off meas-
ures that seemed too radical. The confer-
ence of revolutionists in London and the
action taken, has proved too much for the
government, and a dissolution of the house
has been determined on. We may expect
to hear of some excesses and a good deal
of wild ‘talk, but the government may be
found able to cope with the situation until
a new Douma has been elected. The one
now diseolved- really lived much longer
than.many observers expected, and longer
than the tenor of cables to the foreign
press would lead one to anticipate.

The Boston Transcript, discussing the
government’s demand for the exclusion of
a whole party, and the arrest of sixteen
of its members, finds some rather ominous
parallels in history. We quote:

“Charles T. by his attempt to arrest op-
position members precipitated the civil war
which ended in his own destruyction. Louis
XVI. when he dispersed the Parliament of
Paris and put its leaders in prison made
the French Revolution inevitable. Whether
Russia will follow the example of England

\

and France depends upon the extent to
which the parliamentary idea has found
lodgment in the popular mind. A parlia-
ment which is ‘purged’ from time to time
by Government, or surrenders its members
at command, is of so little force as to be
of correspondingly little value, and be-
comes the shadow of a shade of a free
‘assembly. Far more.advanced countries
ithan Russia have in modern times seen
! their legislatures dispersed at the point of
{the bayonet, to be succeeded by obsequi-'
ous registering bodies, but the regime of
absolutism has not lasted long, and has
usually ended in a Sedan.”

NOTE AND COMMENT
A cable from Birmingham states that
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain’s health is im-
proving, but that his comparative helpless-
ness was a great shock to his friends who
met him on arrival from London.

*
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The Conservatives - of North Toronto
have unanimously re-nominated Hon. Geo.
L. Foster as their candidate for the com-
mons. His speech of acceptance was a
fighting utterance, breathing defiance to
his political foes. :

“By George!” is said to be President
Roosevelt’s strongest profane remark, a
circumstahce which shows that, while a
good sportsman, the president is no golfer.
Golf is saidito be so exasperating at times
that even the best of men have been heard
to say “Dear Me!”—Mail and Empire.

»* * »

Dr. Goldwin Smith says he has no secret
for longevity to impart. “I have never
observed any particular rules of diet,”
he said, “except moderation. I always
avoided working late at nights and have
taken a good deal of open air exercise. 1
perhaps owe something to having been in
early boyhood at a 3chool where the work
was light.”

® ® @

The value of 2 good hotel to a town is
discussed in an interesting article in the
Maritime Merchant, which advocates the
erection of a great modern hotel in Hali-
fax. It may be worth while to note in
this connection that the hotel department
of the C. P. R. has had for some time
bookings for five thousand persons for the
month of July at the Hotel Frontenac, in
Quebec.

. i

Another crisis has arisen in the Russian
Douma, which threatens to end in dis-
solution. The Douma has already lived
much longer than was generally expected.
The social democrats, who are charged
with a desire to establish a republic, are
the storm centre in the present contro-
versy, and the government is tightening
the grip of the military power in St.
Petersburg.

* * %

A fuller report of Mr. Winston Church-
il’s speech in parliament shows that
while the home government does not shut
the door of appeal from a province it' does
not propose to interfere in cases where
the feeling of the vast majority of the peo-
ple of all the provinces is in favor of a cer-
tain course, as in the case of British Col-
umbia and her demand for greater sub-
sidies from the dominion.

i S ]

A despatch from Augusta states “that
the abandoned farms of Maine are being
reclaimed rapidly as summer residences
for people from other states. Many of
the \farms are found to be suitable for
apple culture, and quite extensive orchards
have been planted, while timber culture is
being carried on in rocky sections. In
some places, also, factories have been
erected and homes have sprung up around
them. Thus Maine, in following the ex-
ample set by New Hampshire, and carry-
ing on an advertising campaign, has reap-
ed substantial benefit. The fact is worthy
of special consideration in the maritime
provinces.

MISSING WODDSTOCK
WOMAN FOUND DROWNED

Woodstock, N. B., June 14—A t’ele‘
phone message tonight states that the
body of Mrs. James B. Brewer,¢who has
been missing since Monday night and
[ for whom diligent searchs has been made
in the Meduxnakik creck and St. John
river ever since, was found in the St.
John river at Hatfield’'s Ferry, about
seventeen miles below town, in the
same eddy where the body of Mr. Jack-
son, who was drowned some years ago at
this town, was also found.

The body was floating ;when discovered.
Chief Kelly, Dr. Mclean and Herb.
Holmes, the latter two sons-in-law of de-
ceased, have left for whers the body was
found, and will arrive here early in the
morning, having the permission of Cor-
oner Hay to remove the body. William
and Frank Brewer, sons of deceased, have
arrived from Bosfon, and Mr. Hay will
arrive on tonight’s train. s

A reward of $100 will be given for find-
ing the bedy. The funeral will take place
on Monday. i

Hampton School Meeting.

Hampton, June 15—-The annual school
meetings of school Districts 2 and 3,
Hampton, were held this morning. At the
village the chair was occupied by J. Wm.
Smith, No assessment was ordered in
view of the unknown requiremenis for the
(Consolidated school which will be ready
for occupation ‘after the summer holidays.
1t is expected that the new board, when
appointed, will attend to this matter. The
retiring trusiee, Dr. P. H. Warneford,
was re-elected, and A. W. Hicks was ap-
pointed auditor. 0 A

A% the station T. C. Donald was called
to the chair and A. Brittain, sacretary to
trustees, was in charge of the minutes.
The retiring trustee, George Langstroth,
was re-clected, and R. H. Smith was ap-
pointed auditor. No assessmens was or-
dered, as no estimate could be made up
by the present board. !

The annual inspection of men and|
horses of Squadron D, Eighth Hussars, is
proczeding this afternoon, Veterinary Capt. |
Simon being in charge. Major Markham is!
also here. Eighty men and horses w’ere:
called for, but today’s inspection only
brought out some 25 or 30. The horses, in|
general, are betier than. those submitted |
Jast year and few were turned down. It
is expected that the full guota will b(-i
recady for camp Sussex on the 25th. |

“When a man’s moral rights go wrong |
he begins to talk about his legal rights, =

NEW TREASURER FOR

PRSBITERAN CHUACH 0N BV OF EPINTRE

Rev. Dr. Somerville Appointed, But
Asks Time to Consider Acceptance
—Catechists May Marry, Baptize
or Dispense Communion.

Montreal, June, 13—Dr. John Somerville
was today elected géneml treasurer of the
Presbyterian church, western section. Dr.
Somarville’s salary was made $3,000. This
includes the treasurership and the joint
clerkship, which Dr. Somerville will unite.
Dr. Somerville has been relieved of the
convenership of the home mission commit~
tee to enable him to devote more time to
the treasury.

Much discussion arose over a proposal
to ordain catechists specially with limited
powers to dispense the communion, marry
and to baptize.

Dr. Sedgewick urged caution in a funda-
mental matter and raised the issue wheth-
er it departed from Presbyterian doctrine
in making provision for a revocation of
these powers.

“I consulted the Westminster confes-
sion,” said Dr. Patrick, who was_present-
ing the matter, “for I thought it would
have influence with Dr. Sedgewick.”

“Oh, some influence,” said Dr. Sedge-
wick, who had raised the question of Prof.
A. R. Gordon’s orthodoxy.

“That is the most unorthodox thing I
have ever heard Dr. Sedgewick say,” com-
mented, amid laughter, Dr. Patrick, who
had spoken most vigorously in defense of
the professor.

The following motion was adopted on
motion of Principal Patrick:

“It shall be competent for the presby-
ter to ordain a catechist or student for
work under the home mission committee,
but those ordained shall not possess the
full ministerial status or be eligible for a
call.” a

A good portion of the afternoon sede-
runt was taken up with a discussion as to
the respective duties of the church treas-
urer and the financial agent of the church.
The discussion arose on the motion which
had been submitted to the assembly that
two officers should be appointed, a treas-
urer and financial agent. The office of
treasurer was offered to Rev. Dr. Som-
erville and it was proposed to appoint
as financial agent of the church Rev. A.
Gandier, of Toronto. The appointment of
Dr. Somerville, which was settled at the
morning session, was this afternoon offi-
cially .conveyed to Dr. Somerville.

Dr. Somerville, after thanking his
brethren for such a token of their confi-
dence and goed will, asked to be relieved
from giving an immediate answer. He ap-
peared to be uncertain as to the relations
between the office of treasurer and finan-
cial agent, and wished for a definition of
their respective duties.

It was finally decided to refer the mo-
tion and amendment to a committee to re-
port.

The thirty-third general agsembly of the
Presbyterian church in Canada came to an
end a few minutes before midnight.

“The only contentious matter of the even-
ing was an overture by Rev. Mr. Millar,
on behalf of certain Gaelic-congregations,
and these people, he said, inherited «
Highland custom regarding the holy com-
munion and feared to take it. But when
they had children they made a declaration
of faith and wanted them baptized.

The ,church law, however, he argued,
was very strict that at least one parent
of a child candidate for baptism must be
in communion with the church. But, ow-
ing to the Highland practice of abstaining
from the sacrgment, many ministers con-
strued the ecclesiastical law so narrowly
that they had to refuse baptism to the
children. This, he argued, was a hardship
peculiar to the Gaelic-speaking congrega-
tion, and he introduced a motion to relax
the church law in their regard.

A lively discussion at once arose on the
point of doctrine, which bade fair to de-
lay the adjournment, some holding that
Mr. Miller’s views were a correct interpre-
tation .of “the law, others the reverse.
While yet others considered his resolution
a mere piece of class legislation.

Finally Principal Scrimger closed the de-
bate by introducing 3 resolution to the
effect that in the opinion of the assembly
the present church law was quite wide
encugh to prevent any such difficulties as
Mr; Miller complained of.

RESUMING GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY WORK HERE

Deputy Minister of Mines Coming to
Take Charge— To Seek for Coal on
- P. E. Island.

R. W. Elils, dominion geologist, arrived
in the city on Saturday in connection with
the topographical and geological survey
which is being made in St. John and vicin-
ity. Speaking to a Telegraph reporter, Mr.
Ells said A. P. Lowe, the recently ap-
pointed deputy minister of mines and
director of geological surveys, would arrive
in the city today to take charge of the
work. It was the intention, he added, to
make a topographical and geological map
of the ecity, taking in ien miles of the
country in all directions. This had already
been done in some of the. principal cities
in Canada, but the only map of St. John
appeared to be one compiled about thirty
vears ago on the small scale of four miles
to the inch.

The survey now in hand was-begun last
year and is to be on a scale of forty chains
to the inch in the country and twenty
chains to the inch in the city.

Mr. Ells will leave in a few days for
P. E. Island to superintendent borings for
coal, of which, it is said, some evidence
has been found. The island has no surface
coal, and the developments will be watched
with much interest.

The ‘camp for the St. John survey will
be in charge of J. A. Robert. The first
location this season, it is understood, will
be in the vicinity of Spruce Lake.

A Kingston Pionio;.

Mrs. S. S. Wing was hostess at a very
merry picnic party of twenty five, on Wed-
resday, June 12. Starting at four o’clock
in the afternoon the guests enjoyed a hay-
rack ride to Bate’s Lake, surrounded with
its pretty scemery. Here, after a jolly
time spent in all kinds of fun, a dainty
supper was served in a cool shady spot on
the shore. When evening came all repaired
to Mrs. King’s home, where two violins,
and a piano, accompanied by voices, made
the time pass pleasantly. At last all joined
hands and sang Auld Lang Syne, after
which the party broke up; delighted with
the enjoyable time and/Mrs. King's char-
ming hospitality.

A man buys clothes te put on; a wo-
man buys them to show off, v

CHENT SORROM FOR BAED

| After Short lliness—Call to Brook=
| iyn Accepted by Rabbi,

f Rabbi Rabbinowitz has decided to accepi
| the call to Brooklyn to take charge of the

i Congregation Ahawath Scholom Beth Ja-
j[cob. The Rabbi said Sunday that he
'had not yet made up his mind when he
|would leave, but added it would be at an
jcarly date.

| Dr. Rabbinowitz has been here for eight
{years, and during that time he has made
jmany fricnds. He has also won a reputa-
tion as a platform and pulpit speaker and
| & writer,

i During last week a great sorrow feil up-~
ion the rabbi’s household. -Maurice Rabbi-
inowitz, his son, died in the General Pub-
{lic Hospital last Wednesday morning. The
|little fellow ' was only ten years and eight
3monthfs old, and he was remarkably bright.
1He had read all the standard English
| poets and many of the writers of fiction.
' Besides, he could translate any part of the
i text of the Hebrew Bible. He was note’s
i too, for his ability as a chess player. With
jall this he combined amiability of tem-
perament and there was no one who met

The blow was almost a crushing one to
the bereaved parents, who have the sym-
pathy not only of their own community
but of all who know them. .

The boy took sick just a week ago Sat-
urday. Dr. McInerney, the family physi-
cian, was summoned -and on Sunday a
consultation was held with Emery.
He grew worse, however, and Ig%Monday
Dr. Murray MacLaren was simmored.
The case was diagnosed as appendicitis,
and Dr. MacLaren performed an opera-
tion, but no hope of success was held out.
The boy was removed to the hospital,
where the operation was performed. He
rallied but died at % o’clock Wednesday
morning. The funeral took place the fol-
lowing day. %

ST. JOHN DISTRICT
METHODIST WOMEN
MEET AT HAMPTON

Hampton, N. B., June 15—(Special)—.
The annual meeting of St. John District
Methodist Women’s Missionary Society
opened ite session here at 9.30. this morn-
ing. Among the delegates present were:

Queen square—Mrs. Gronland. °

Centenary—Mesdames C. F. Sanfofd, H.
Sprague, James Quamtock, F. R. Murray,

and W. Grant Smith.

Exmouth street—Miss Fisher, Mesdames
H. N. Lawson, James Myles. |

Portland—Mesdames J. N. Harvey, Neil
McLaughlin, Patterson, Misses Mary
Hayes, Ruth Kingston.

Carmarthen street—Mesdames A. J. Cal-
houn, Seymour, Miss Kate Calthoun.

Berwick—Mrs. M. A. Folkins.

Hampton—Mesdames P. Palmer, M. H.
Fowler, Miss Lizzie Duke.

Passekeag—Mesdames W. H. Wetmore,
H. Cochrane, Misses Maud Mathews,
Grace Wetmore, Zila Williams.

Sussex—Mrs. J. A. Rogers, Miss Mary
Roach.

The above list includes members of aux-
iliaries, circles, bands and king’s messen-
gers, all of which are affiliated with the
society. The session opened with a re-
ligious service, led by Rev. G. A. Rose,
pastor of Hampton church, who extended
a hearty welcome to the delegates, and
spoke very encouragingly from the text,
“Be not afraid, the battle is not yours but
God’s.”

Personal fidelity to the cause they had:
espoused was the key note of his address.
Several hymns were sung, the scriptures
read, and a number of prayers offered by
lady delegates, closing with the Lord’s
Prayer. At 10 o’clock the president, Mus.
Sprague, took the chair, /and Mrs. C. F.
Sanford was called on to act as secretary.
The minutes of the last meeting were ready
and approved. Mrs. J. A. Rogers and
Miss Baizley were appointed a courtesy
committee. Reports from thg, auxiliaries
were then made, all of which referred;

had been carried on and the encouraging
reports which had followed.

An address was delivered by Mrs. Rog-
ers, of Sussex, on Officers’ Motives and
Ideals, and another interesting address by
Mise Fisher, St. John.

Miss Fisher's . address on Missionary’
Principles was an admirable statement of
the underlying motives which should ani-
mate the individual Christian in the re-
ligious life.

At the afternoon session Miss Fisher
gave an interesting and instructive Bible
reading, and Mrs. Gronland delivered a
fine address on Auxiliaries; Their Re-
sponsibilities and Privileges, which con-
tained valuable 'suggestions to all mem-
bers. '

Additional reports were submitted, and
valuable suggestions made for future oper-
ations.

Miss Fanny Langstroth, accompanied by
Mrs. R.' A. March on the organ, sang My
Redeemer in a very acceptable manner, for
which both reccived a hearty vote of
thanks. i

Mrs, Banford and Mrs: McLaughlin each
conducted a quiz on missionary affains;

tion with regard to the progress of mis,
sionary work on various foreign fields.
Half an hour was given to testimony by
the delegates to the beneficial effects of
missionary efforts on thdir Christian life
and experience. -
A collection was take . to meet expenses.
The thanks of the gathering were cordial-
ly tendcred to the Hampton chuarch for
use of the building; to the pastor, Rev. G.
A. Ross for his address of welcome and
for conducting the opening exercice; to

! Mrs. Ross for courtesies at the parsonage

in providing for luncheon; to the railway
authorities for reduced fares: to Miss
Fisher for her instructive - address and
Bible reading, and to those who had fur-
nished music, all of which were embraced
in a resolution brought in by Mrs. W. G.
Smith, of the.committee on’ courtesies.

. A letter, of condolence with Miss Crom-
bie, of St. John West, in her recent be-
reavement, was ordered to be prepared
and forwarded.

The president announced that this would
be the last meeting at which she would
preside, and hearty thanks were tendered
her for her efficiency in the chair, and in
all other duties of her office, with regrets
at the loss the branch would sustain.

After some other routine the convention
closed with singing and prayer.

GENERAL MANAGER
POTTINGER ENGAGED

Moncton, June 15.—The engagement is
announced of Dayid Pottinger, general
manager of government railways, to M
F. P. Reid. The announcément comes a
a general surprise in this city. Mrs. Reid
js the widow of Fred P. Reid, who organ=
ized the ¥. P. Reid Wholesale Company.

which brought out much valuable informa- 4

him who was not favorably impressed. "W

~

«

chiefly to the spirit in which the work °

»

M. Smith, W. G. Smith, Miss A. Baizley,,
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