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“We are fighting for a worthy purpose, and we shall not lay down our
arms until that purpose has been fully achieved.”~-H. M. The,King.
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE EMPIRE—Every fighting unit we can
L-end to the front means one step nearer peace.

CONCERNING CIVIC TAXES,

A glance over the estimates sub-
mitted to the City Councll will show
that the sums which it is planned to
expend in the departments this year
make a total considerably in excess
of previous years, and that, if they are
finally adopted as indicated, there
will likely be a very substantial in-
crease in the assessment. No sug-
gestion has been made that any of
the items in the estimates would be
considered excessive if it were not
for the fact that citizens may be call-
ed upon to meet extraordinary ex-
We already have evidence
of a proposal to provide for a special
income .tax for the year 1915 to meet
expenditures arising out of the war,
and which, if carried out as suggested,
wiil have the effect of adding not less
than $10 to the taxes of every man
in the community earning $1,000 per
Year

penses,

A leading citizen stated to The
Standard yesterday that he regarded
this tax as premature, but it is not
too what effect it,
taken in conjunctiont with the increas-
ed departmental estimates, may pro-
duce upon the tax-payers. Last year
the tax rate was $1.92 upon each $100
of assessed property valuation or in-
come. In the case of a tax-payer
taxed on an income of $1,000 per year,
the sum of his tax would be $21.20,
reached by computing the assessment
at the rate, and adding a $2 poll tax.
The city is bound by law not to ex-
ceed a tax rate of $1.98 for a term of
vyears, which has not yet expired, but
if the estimates already submitted are
to be taken as a basis upon which to
approximate the rate of taxation this
year, it would seem that am applica-
tion for the rescinding of the limiting
legislation might be necessary.

Approximately this yvear’'s ordinary
estimates are likely to be more than
The
Chief@Assessor is authority for the
statement that every $3,500 added to
estimates means an advance of
one cent in the assessment rate. Fig-
uring on this basis, and placing the
increase at the sum named, which, we

soon to consider

the

are as is a most conservative
figure, it will be seen that to provide
the money asked for, the rate will
lLave to be increased at least thirty
cents on the one hundred dollars, or
to § \

On basis we find that the man
who pa $21.20 last year is, this
year, to be called on to con-

tribute $24.20, or, adding the proposed
war tax of one per cent. $34.20 to the
civic treasury. True, the war-tax may
not become necessary, but His Wor-
ship Mayor Frink must have had a
very good idea that something of the
kind would have to be donme or he
would mot have suggested that au-
thority be procured to provide for it.

There will be none to complaim over
payment of a tax to meet expenditures
er g out of the present war. This
is Canada's fight as well as Great
Britain's, and every Canadian will join
in hearty, whole-souled recognition
of that fact. But is it wise to seek
to add so largely to ordinary expendi-
tures when there is even the slightest
possibility of being called upon to
meet extraordinary demands.

The case of the $1,000 man, of
vourse, applies only to those citizens
in very moderate circumstances, men
who find they have Clittle or mno sur-
plus after meeting the ordinary ex-
penses of life; but how will it be with
the more fortunately situated, with
taxable incomes of, say, $2,000, $3,000
or $4,000? The $2,000 man ‘ast year
paid a tax of $40.40; the $3,000 man,
$59.60, and the $4,000 man, $78.80.
This year with the increased estimates
and the rate at the figure it must be
to produce the money said to be re-
quired, the tax will run about as
follows: $2,000, $46.40; $3,000, $68.60;
$4,000, $90.80.

Now let us add the proposed war-
iax, and in this tion it should

where regarded as necessary policies
to be pursued, there is much reason
to ask whether some of the rather
elaborate plans for departmental
development could not wait a more

auspicious occasion?
e

THE BRITISH NOTE,

An interesting and sane view of the
reply of Sir Edward Grey to the pro-
test from' Washington against alleged
interference by the British Govern-
ment with United States commerce on
the high seas is taken by the Chris-
tion Science Monitor of Boston. The
Monitor commends Sir Edward for
the fair and businesslike tone of the
document and remarks that if he had
not desired to be conciliatory he
might have shown that in the present
case Great Britain had proceeded only
along lines similar to those adopted
by the United States at the time of the
civil war, when the United States gov-
ernment felt it necessary to assert its
right to search for contraband articles
in ships .\'uiling‘umler other flags.

Continuing, the Monitor says in re-
ference to the action of the United
States during the civil war:

“The American prize court pro-
ceedings of this period, we think,
are furnishing Sir Edward Grey
with all the precedents he may
ever bhe called upon to cite in fu-
ture*notes touching upon the pre-
sent case. In our opinion, how-
ever, he will not feel called upon
to cite them. He i3 aware, as the
Washington government ig, that
these precedents would not have
been established in the civil war
period had the various governments
been able to hold those of their
people in the seagoing trade from
violations of the United States
rules relating to contraband, and
that it was not against insincerity
of governments so much as against
the cupidity and dishonesty of a
certain cl of private traders
that the ashington government
in those days was driven to the
employment of seemingly harsh
and - overbearing methods to pro-
tect itself. We doubt if we are
mistaken in the belief that the
Washington government realizes
today that it is not the legitimate
but the illegitimate commerce of
the United States that the govern-
ment of Great Britain is striving
to suppress. :
“Naturally,

Great Britaln in-
sists upon its right of search.
As naturally, we believe, would

the United States insist upon it
were the cases reversed. It is the
only possible way in which Great
Britain can prevent the shipment
of contraband finally to nations
with which it is at war. The
United States would find it impos-
sible to guarantee the legitimacy
of cargoes leaving its ports. It
would be unwise for it to do so,
because there might be oxvellent'
cause later on for questioning its
guarantee and this would simply
increase and intensify complica-
tions. It can only, with regard
for its own best interests, insist,
as it does, that the utmost free:
dom shall be granted American
commerce where it is proved to
be legitimate, leaving those of its
merchants who shall export con-
traband articles to look out for
themselves.”

e e .

“Germans Utterly Tired of War”
says newspaper headline. Yet only
a few months ago the German people
were led to believe that they could
whip France in three weeks, Russia
in three months and Great Britain’ in
half a year. The half year is almost
up but there are no signs that the
Prussian power has accomplished any
of these things. France is gradually
pushing the German soldiers nearer
to the frontier, Russia is successfully
advancing against the combined ef-
forts of Germgny Austria and Turkey,
while Great Britain has shown her-
self more than a match for her enemy,
And Lord Kitchener is authority for
the statement that Great Britain will
not really commence to fight until the
spring. The German people are just
beginning to comprehend the real sit-
uation,

B —

Turkey is to get one-fifth off the war

be remembered that Mayor Frink’s

ind ity if Germany wins, and the
Ottoman Empire's integrity is to be

suggestions calls for a ded
ment, increasing the rate to be paid
a8 the taxable income grows. This
makes the showing about aa follows:
$2,000, $96.40; $3,000, $158.60; $4,000,
$250.80.

There will be very general agree-
ment that under the circumstances

teed by Germany as one of the
conditions of peacé if the war goes
against her. It is entirely in line with
the Kaiser's point of view to imagine
he will have the deciding word to say
no matter how that war goes.

/)

Chief Clark’s tenure of office as
head of the St. John police force came
to an end on Tuesday night. He will
carry with him into private life the
very best wisheg of thousands of citi-
zens and good friends whose ‘esteem
he earned during a quarter of century
of conscientious service.

| el Qe
! ' ;
It'is now sisted that the lack
news from the fronc is due to the
weather man rather than to the cen-

tinently remarks “Taxation extraor-
dinary will make impossible business
as usual”

A War Poem.

Our Lands' ne'er thought of danger,

Nor war clouds gathering near,

Our Country free from anger,

The thought that Peace was here,
Arnd when the “call to fight”

Came o'er our peaceful Sands,

We entered In with all our might

To help dear Mother Land.

The storm clouds gathered deeper,
And from across the seas,
Came England’s sons to help her,
To crush her enemies.

And on the gory fleld,

Her sons go forth to fight,

And if it must, they'll die to shield
Our Land from fatal night.

The Kaiser thought it trying,

In such a time of Peace,

To keep his men in training

If war was going to cease;

But in his heart was “War,"

And well he knew his plans,

To raid the lands, and spread the gore
While all were shaking hands.

But while the War is waging,

Our Country suffering wrong,

The Kaiser bold is raging

And forcing his troops along.

So Belgium's quiet Country

Was first to feel the blow,

But we hope to gain the victory

And crush the cruel Foe.
—@Gertrude 1. Peck.

About Gen. French.

r‘{n the current issue of Colliers’
Weekly Captain C. S. Goldman, M P,
writes of General Sir John French.
The following extract is taken from
his article:

I have just returned from France,
where I have visited the Compiegne-
Solssons battle fields; and wherever I
wont 1 heard expressed on all sides
the highest admiration for Sir John
French—for his splendid spirit in co-
operating so closely with General Jof-
fre and subordinating himself to the
general strategical plan.

Somebody once, at a London din-
ner while proposing his health, said
French was “the incomparable Ney"”
of the British army. That was after
the Boer War when he had again and
again proved his skill as a leader of
cavalry: but it is not every colonel
that makes a good general, or a good
general a supreme commander in the
field. French has not only been a bril-
liant leader of cavalry, but has proved
himself to be a general of no mean
order. In fact the war has produced
the man.

French in South Africa went his way
regardless of praise—he was rarely
mentioned in despatches; his opera-
tions were too swift and secret for
the war correspondent to get along-
side and it was not till the conclusion
of the war that people began to re-
flect that no one had anything to say
against French.

Silent, good-tempered, and alert,
there he was, ready to do his duty if
called upon, but refusing to press his

of Englishmen as a type of man on
whom they can rely in moments of
solid, steadfast, and capa-

ble.

When history comes to be written
we shall know all the early blunders
of the war. The French false opening
by raiding Alsace and Lorraine—how
the Belgians said they could withstand
the torrent for so long but must be
relieved by such and such a date—how
the French were not ready and were
not able to keep the appointment—
what time the Belgians were being cut
to pieces—how “the contemptible little
British army” was hurled across the
Channel under French, and took a
hand as they alighted from the foot-
boards of the panting troop trains.

General French must have known
that it was not military strategy which
took him to Mons—but sheer huamani-
ty. The story of that retreat will
stand out in the pages of history blaz
oned with brilliant deeds. The Spar
tang at Thermopylae and Sir John
Moore at Corunna made great retreats
but I believe for coolness, order, and
precision, Sir John French's retreat
from Mons will stand beside either.

Von Moltke always shook his head
with perfect seriousness when praised
as a general: “Ah! I never had to re-
treat; that is the true test of general-
ship.” And when you come to think
of it, it must be so.

Our soldiers fought all day—seemed
to drive the enemy back and then re-
tired. They naturally wanted to know
why, and if they had not had complete
confidence in their elader, would have
lost heart.

Again and again the cavalry had to
wheel round and fight rear-guard ac-
tions—for it is so fatally easy for a
quick walk to become a run—for a re-
treat to become a rout. “Keep them on
the run” is a_ commonplace of war-
fare. The difficulty is to set the pace
and find where you can stop. This
General French did. He led them near-
1y to the walls of Paris and then sud-
denly the Germans came to the conclu-
sion that the retreat was not so suc-
cessful as they had hoped. Indeed, in
the words of Chatham, “They had done
nothing ang suffered much.” And that
was due to Sir John French.

Thigs i{s the same “General by the
name of French” upon whose head ex:
Captain Carvell of Carleton County
poured out his viols of abuse. Captain
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claims at all; he stands in the minds |/

1 bet Im to late £
ng, Benny Potts,
1 gess 1 bettir get up.
awn amy athir shoo.
@ explnayshin of this, sed
1 got & nale in my shoo, I sed.
Let me #ee, sed ma, And she too

Well thare
wich was yestidday.

ma,
Well, thare was a nale in it, I sed.

Then Im late for skool and I cant
it you dont go at awl its awl rite, but
Youll go, awl'rite, 111 rite you out

late, losing about 10 moar minnits wat
yard fiteing.

Im
if yure not up and dressed thare will be trubbil,

now, enway.
mming up

and wen ma oaim up 1

Wich 1 aid,
ma. >
took the shoo and felt in it, saying.

Nonsents, thares nuthing in heer watevir,
was wun in it I sed. Wich thare was, only 1 dident say wen,

Well if thare was its flown out agon, now you get a gate awn you, sed

If you say that agen youll get the shoo sumware you least ixpect it,
sed ma, do you reeilize its 2 minnits to 9,

g0 bekause 111 get a bad mark, I sed,
if yure late you get a bad mark.
& note for the teetchir, sed

ma.
Wich it was lucky she did, bekause I got to skool about & haffff an hour

ching 2 berds flylng erround the skool

Goldman says General French s a
great soldier. Dark Lantern®Brigader
Carvell declares “his” (General
French's) “ideas are ridiculous.” Capt.
Goldman should be more careful else
ex-Captain Carvell might inflict physi-
cal punishment upon him as he once
did upon Dr. Edwards of Frontenac
who dared to dispute some of the
statements of the Carleton County
braggart,
S ——— I —

HOW [T FEE
10 B UNDER
BATILLERY FIAE

Munich, Jan, 9.~Life in an artillery
emplacement is exeiting. Men 80
stationed are subjected to gun-ire
which never before has reached such
an average of accuracy, and at times
must protect themselves against at-
tacks of the enemy's aviators. In a
letter just published here this is wel
illustrated. After dwelling on the
comforts of the bombproof cave in
which the men of the battery live—iu
which they have even tables, chairs,
lockers and a stove—the writer con-
tinues as follows, the shifting tenses
being his:

“A tremendous black column of
earth rises from the ground as tne
shells strike nmear us. The clock in
ocur cave strikes as if scared out of
its wits, and then stops. Iverything
trembles and shakes. The dry earth
on the sides of the bombproof peels
off and falls,

“We sit quietly—walting for the
shels that will bury us. One after
another falls close by, but the one we
walt for does not come, The enemy s
battery has fired five ghots and now
stops.

t“?&n hour later the bombardmerd
started again. We sat there like par-
alyzed. On the table a cigar burned
s hole into a glove. Nobody had
sense or ambition enough to prevent

K

t.

“When the bombariment was over,
everybody felt a pecuiiar sort of iat-
ique. All conversation ceased. OneAu,‘
the men left his seat and wearily
threw himself upon the straw bed.
Before he went to sleep, he turned
over and whispered:

“‘Call me!’

“The worst of it was that we were
unot permitted to return the fire, No
doubt. the division staff had its good
reasons for that. Things would be
different had we been able to return
shot for shot. We wouid have been
of the best spirits in that case. Bur
to sit there, ke dumb brutes, and
wait for orders under such a fire was
a bad experience.

“The day passed in this manner.
The enemy's fire ceased at seven in
the evening, and after a meal of ba-
con, bread, and coffee made of cer-

f B
The Best Quality at a Reasonable
Price.

Buying Pearls From
Indian R:jahs.

Pear] fisheries for many years
have mnot yieldled & supply
equal to the demand for Irage
gems and dealers have been
drawing on the supplies of fine
pearls formerly hoarded by
Indian Rajahs and other Orien-

tal potentates. By paying
enormous prices they have
been able to buy from these

collectors, but now even that
supply is becoming exhausted.

Pearls are extremely fashion-
able in all ornamerits. They
are exquisite by themselves and

in combination with other
gems.
You will admire the Pearl

Jewelry at Sharpe's. Among
the Pins, Rings, Necklaces and
other pleces you are sure to
find some article which will
give you great delight to own
—and which will become &
treagured heirloom In your
tamily. ‘

L L Sharpe & Son,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, 8¢ -lﬂl.. N. B,

cals, wh felt better. A partridge ple
which my mother had sent me helped
to cheer us up.

“Next morning at five the order:
“Ready for fire!’ came by telephoue.
‘Man the guns—distance 2100 yards—
shell fire,’ said the voice at the other
end of the wire. Though it was still
dark, we heard from the distance the
thrashing of infantry fire.

“Our shells shrill and whistle
across the plain. ‘Shot well placed-—
battery salvos—every ten seconds one
—distance now 2,200 yards,’ telephon-
ed the observation officer,

“The fun commences. It 18 hard
work. Perspiratiom rolls off us like
the rain, which has just commenced
to fali.

“But the enemy's motor battery also
starts again. The first shell hits near
our position. The second one hits the
bombproof-——we had been located, A
veritable sea of explosions surrounds
us—Ilightnilng detonations, crasher,
shrieks, smoke and powder stench
give our environment the appearance
of the crater of a volcano. We are
covered with mud which the enemy's
shelis throw up and which descends
on us like hail.

“‘Two thousand, one hundred and
seventy-five,’ I shouted at thee gunner.
But he did not move,

“‘Fischer!’ was my mext shout, At
that moment the body of the gunner
slipped between the seat and the
sighting mechanism—I noticed that a
fragment of a shell had entered his
forehead.

“Gently we’placed the body to one
side and another gunner took the seat.
We continued our fire—calmly, stead-
ily—in our minds saw the destruction
wrought by our sheils in the lines of
the enemy’'s infantry.

“So it continued for some time;
then came from the observation sta-
tion the command: ‘Cease fire for a
while.!

There is Nothing like
0 S
VERS“()E

To make your feet
Comfortable
When the Snow
Comes.

Fine Light, Beautiful Fitting Over
shoes, or the Heavier Styles,
as you wish.

One, Two or Four Buckles for Men,
$1.65, $2.00, $2.25, $2.75, $3.25,

Jersey Storm Overshoes for Men,
$1.00, $1.25, $1.40, $1.50.

Button or Buckle Overshoes for
Ladies, $1.85, $2.00, $2.25, $2.50.
Cuban Heels or Low Heels,
Button or Buckle Overshoes for

Girls and Children, $1.40,
$1.50, $1.65,

francis & Yaughan

19 King Street

Stair

Rough Stringers,
Steps, Risers,
Rails, Balusters,
Newels, Casings
and Scotla.

Panelled Wains-
cotting.

Send for Our
New Price List.

ng\xw Co.Ltd

YO
Go caretully over your
required, then ‘phope us and

U WILL NEED
SOME NEW OFFICE STATIONERY SOON
present supply, making note of what forms are
have your order quickly filled,

The accurate Time Keepi ities of
The e Wt e b o o e
Watch of Moderate and even Lo
Compared with those of our Grandfathers time.
Our large stock of Watches, are from “The
Best” only of the “Modern Watch Factories™
You shonld consult us about Watch accuracy.

Ferguson & Page,

Diamoad Importers and Jewelers---King Street.

w Price, as
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SPECIALLY ADAPTED

Don't W asie Time |

Looking for Efficiency in Belting

XXX Genuine
Balata

Belting

Is Always Good

And Gives the Most 8atisfactory Results, whether used
in dry, damp, or dusty places, or in the open.

Galvar

Protec

Metal R

LENSTER STR
WPTIST CHl
I

FOR CROSS RUNNING

GET OUR PRICE LIST

T.McAVITY & SONS, LTD.

ST. JOHN: N. B.

Encouraging [
ceived at Ann
Last Evening
Elected for En

A Stove for

Range. Different styles and sizes.

may be, from the smallest box stoves

MADE INCANADA
RICHMOND RANGE

Before you buy that New Range call and see our selection of mchmonf
If you haven't bought a Heater yet, we wili fill your need, whatever it

Philip Grannan -

The annual busines
Leinster street Bapt
heid last evening, wi
Rev. Wellington Cam
After a short devoti
pastor read his annue
ing, in an finteresting
of the church during
clerk of the church
report, which showe
new members hag
by baptism and twen
‘There were no deaths
The present members
is 446. Seven mem

Every House.

to the largest Furnace,

-

568 MAIN STREET,
OPPOSITE FORT HOWE.

64 Prince Wm. St.

~ D. K. McCLAREN, LIMITED

: Manufacturers of
Genuine English Oak Tanned Leather
Belting, Balata Belting ;

Lace Leather and Belt Fastenings of Every Description f
Complete Stock at ’
‘Phene 1121.
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The treasurer’s rej
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Amount raised dur
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h Balance on hand..
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i Financial Secretary-
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BExpenditures.. ..

St. John, N. B.
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Wax-Paper Wrapped---At the Grocer’s
s

The Trustees repo
A, A. Wilson, recom

I wish to thank the
public for their most »
generous patronage, ™ &
and to announce that

our new term will be-
gin Monday, Jan. 4.

GRAND DUKE A GIANT

At tne feast of the Prebrazhenski
Regi t in St, P gh, shortly
after the Russian-Japanese war, Sir
lan Hamilton was watching the great
world arrive, one after another. IHe
himeelf was present as distinguished
British general, Both individually and
collectively the Russian Guards offi-
gers are a fine lot But he suddenly
ejaculated, “By Jove, who's that?” He

| to a towering figure, at least
gix' foot four dn height, with close-
cropped black hair shot through with
gray; short, pointed Vandyke beard;
extmmg h.tt‘;h of iimb, but lean

and g W 1 ease
and power of movéments— a magnifi-
cent figure of & man. It was the

When a mob gathered in the Sado-
vaya, in those early days, a story is
stili current of how the great Czar
drove to the scene, got out of his car-
riage, and strode out along, gigantic
and threatening, and with a single
mighty roar produced a stunned sll-
ence tarough which he lectured the
huddled crowd like a stern but just fa-
ther and sent them away, tamed. His
great-grandson inherits much of his
physical power. Although the military
career of the Grand Duke Nikolas has
attracted Iittle attention outside of
Russia, largely because he has con-
centrated whole-heartedly on each

phase as he met it, his present su- .
preme command is, nevertheless, the 1
jogical result of a comsistent ris

through all ranks, not because, but al- i
most in spite, of his Imperial blood. i
Bas#il Miles, in the World's Work,

CASTORIA
The 'IH You Have Always Bought
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< THE INCREAS
OUS VALUE OF
IN THE HOME
YEAST CAKES
SUFFICIENT IN
THE CAREFUL
T0 Give THIS
FOOD ITEM THE
TO WHICH IT 1S
TITLED.

HOME BREAD
DUGES THE M1
LIVING BY LE®
AMOUNT OF &
MEATS REQUIN

TORONTC
WiNNIPEG

4l PLY THE NECES
ISHMENT TO T)
. W, GILLET

Baars
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