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THE MANITOBA QUESTION AGALY.

We have no wishi 10 treapass lur&or
upon the patience or our readers in dis-
cussing this subject. But the ariicle of
Mr. Andrews, which appenrs in another
column, invites some reply.

We are gravely charged with failing
to reverence the doings of the fathers of
Confuderation’ ‘We cannot plead guiluy
10 the charge, seeing that we have had
no ooession to call in question the wis-
dom of those honorable men. Whether
they are above all eriticism or not, %o far
as their work is represented in the Con
stitation of Canada, it most stand. We
are far from_ wishing to advise or to de
fend any nction contrary to the Consti-
tution. Tis provisions, wise or unwise
must be held inviolable. Nor have we
intimated that under the Constitution
sny province is given absolute contiol
in the subject of educstion. Mr. Andrews
is certainly quite right in his contention
that, according to the B, N. A. .nd the
Manitoba Acts, cerinin matiers relaiing

though in & Iarger
grievanos at wil; siooe the rasjority o
ihe people of Canads, and & very large
winjority of thos of Mawitohs, believe
that Separate Schools sre an injury and
not & benstit 10 Roman Catholics, Bus
when it i« sald that the R, C. minority
“have & grievanos which must be re-
wmoved,” 11 inonly fair 10 point out that |

The Annuity »nd Ald and Rellef Work,

‘The «ditorial growiog out of the ap-
peal for help 10 supplement the nmounts
now given to ministers, widowa, and
children, lays the axe 10 the roots of the
whole tree of ministerial sapport through
the annuity’ and beneficlary funds!
What will those,do who look 10 - thess
funds tor support in the meantime wihiile
the projected chenges and discussions

therr Lordships of she Privy Couaoll are | go on? -They live—balf in New Bruos.

not responst e tor thet statement. It |
is quite true, we think, thut the geatle- l
wan of the Privy Uguooil went some
what farther than they were asked o
g0 it may be that what they said fm
plies the expeotation that steps would
16 taken to restore 10 the Cathollios the
privileges they had enjoyed in oduon-
tional wiatters previous 1o the Nehool
Law of 1880, Butif so, this was no es:
sentisl part of thelr answer. to the gues-
sions proposed, wnd certainly did not
relieve the Dominon Government or
Parlisment of the responsibility of deal-
ing with the appeal ot the winorily on
its merits Qo this point we desire 1o
quote & tew sentences {rom the speach |
of Mr, MoNeil, M. P,, fur North Heuce, |

;A;nenrg'cr.m Visitor.
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AN IMAGINARY AX

Thie aesertion with which Dr. Ssunders,
the Secretary-Treasurer of the Annuity
beglos & ioation ia
atotber column, 0 the effect that our
article of last week “lays the axe at the
roots of the whole (ree nf ministerial sup
port through the avoully and benefi
clary fands ' will, we think; be received
by our readers, as it cortainly iy by us,
a8 & most asjopishing statement. 17
that “tree” shall suffer f;om no more un

A N

friendly hand than that which this papef

extends toward it, it will certainly be s
long time betore any axe shall be laid wt
its roots. That the sttitude snd expres-
sion of the paper has always been sym-
pathetic toward this work, its resders do
not need 10 be told. As we intimated
Inst week, and had done frequently on
previous occasions, we regard it ws &
sacred gnd loremost duty of the denomi-
pation To myke suitable. provision for ite
ministers in old age or sickness. 1t was
with a desire of calling foith s larger
and beartier co-operation in this.work on
the part of the denominatioa at large
that eur remai ks last week wers made,

The Secretary-Treasurer of the Annuity,

Associstion bas no resson for .alarm
pither as to the intention or the prac-
tioal results of what was said lnst week.
‘We bave a great deal more faith in the
walue of this work and in the good feel-
ing of our people toward ii than to sup-
pose that it will suffer from the very
mild and very friendly criticism passed
upon it in the editorial. We said ot a
word in deprecistion,of the'value of the
work that is being done, but quite the
contrary, and we ventared 10 advise the
churchés “to respond, so Tar as possible,
to the appeal which Dr. Ssunders akes
and aid him in the good work which he
bas v dand.” “It is sssumed,” Dr,
Ssunders says, “that there is something
radically unsound in the Constitation.'"
We beg 10 submit that we assumed
nothiog of the kind, nor did we propose
““to war 10 pieces” snd “make ‘anew.”
But- we have oo good an opinion of our
pastors and otir cbhurches' generally to
suppose that they are not Inieresiad in
making provision for the ministers of the
time of

devominsiion) aganst & eed

and the fact that, as the Hecretary

Trensurer shows, s very large a propor
tion of them are b

s sharing in the bene
fits or miding the work of the Association,

indioates that there may be elther mis
concepilons- that need to be removed or
deficiencies that need to be supplied In
order 1o enlist, as we desire, the full
sympthy of the denomination in our
A andd Relief and Aid wonk. D
lers himsell intintes that there is
n ditfhouliy™ whk s desirnble should
be removed, ar ot changes may be | |
possible in the ( tion which would
be for its bette 1t he holds the
plan i workable anl has accomplished
good results.  No one,” we_ suppose
wishes (0 question that 1 een |
glad lor the wensure of good work that |
is being done, and bave given itoursym
pathy and support. Bui, surely we are
not to be'charged with anything less
than the sincerest interest in this work,
because we have suggested that there
may be mewns of waking it still more
effective nod 'beneficent. The Messex
ek axo Vijiron has no “axe” in this
mabter, either 10 use or to grind, What

it desires is 10 promote the general in
terest and especially the interest of those
ministers, or their families, who have a
claim on the denomination for support.
-

=Tux flercest and most destructive
fike which bas visited Philadelphia in
yours ocourred on Bunday, morning, Feb,
Snd. The toial loss fs said to be in the
vioinity of a million dollars. Among the
buildiogs burnt was the fine four sjory

Society is stated st on stock

Tuiding. T Josoranea 08 siosk aud
on g

bullding is said 10 w0 000
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to _were pted from pro-
viocial control. Thas, under the B. N.
A. Aot, Separate Schools were estab-
lisked in Ontario and Qaebec. lo those
provinoes, no matter what the majority
of their poople may desire, those Separ-
ate 8ohool systems must stand, so 1iog
mathe B. N. A; Act remaios vnchanged,
But the Manitoba Act of Union con-
tained po suoh provision, and as we
clearly showed in a previous article, the
Jjudgment of the lwperial Privy Council
sottled it beyond all appeal that the
Manitoba Sohool Law of 180Q was with-
in the power of the provinoial Legisla-
ture. And further, there is not in either
Act a provision that, if, after coming
into the Dominion, a province shall es
tablish Separate Schools, its Legisla-
wure shall not have the power to repeal
the spactment by which Separate Schools
were established and enact s Common
School law. Ifthere had been such»
provision in the Manitoba Aot, the de-
mands of the R, €. wminority of the pro-
vinee would no doubt have been settled
unalterably by the Courts, and the Pro-
tesinnt majority, however repugnant it
might be their sense of right, would have
been bound to abide by the decision.
Binoe therefore Manitoba has not vio-
Isted and hias not proposed to violate any
constitutional right or privilege of the
R. C. minority, we sey the provinoce
should be permitted (o manage its edu-
cauonal affairs free from external inter-
feremce.

Baut, it will be nsked, is .there not
some pi in the Ci ituti
touching rights and privileges acquired
by the minority through post-union pro-
vinoml legisiation. Certainly there is.
Itis made in the B. N. A. Aot Seo. 98,
Sub. See, 3, and & similar provision is
made in the Manitoba Aot Sec. 22. SBub
Sec. 2, which latter, the Lords of the
Privy Council decided, was the regulat-
ing statute in the Manitoba case last
submitted to them.- This sub section is
as follows

“An appeal shall lle to the GovernorGen-
eral in Counell from any Ast or deeiston of

the Logisls! ure of the Provinee, or of any Pro-
vineial authority, affecting 'any right or
privilege of the Protestant or an Oathollo

minorily of the Queen’s subjects in relation to
eduoation.”

Now, it is to be observed that what
this sub seotion provides is not that the
provincial legisiatare shall not enaot any
law affocting any right or privilege of
the wminorily in. relation to education,
but that, in base such rights or privileges

are 50 aflected, then “'an appeal shall lie
to the Governor-General in Couneil.”
That o sy that if the minority have

what niay be oalled & grievance, under
Uiis section, they may present their case
o the Governor General in Council, that
he may give it consideration, and if bhe
deems that commogjustios and the in-
terests of the country ‘demand it, he
amay take steps Lo secure redress in ac-

cordance with pravisions laid down in
m 3 of the samo section and
Aot

| What (he Judicial Commiitee of the
Privy Uouneil were” sskod to.give sn
| opinion upon was not whether the

| ereation of an undenominational common

| ohoo! iaw by the Manitoba 1egisiature
mstitational, or whether or not it
lefropealed; but the question was
or not the case of theé R. C,
y was such as gave them a right
of appeal to the Governor-Genersl fn
Council  They answered in the afirma.

I'hey said "

mino

the Governor:
in Council had jurisdiction in
the case, as provided in sub secs. 2 and
3, wnd that Parlisnient might ensot
remedinl legislation. But they certain
ly did not say he was bound to pursue
such a course or that if he did, Parlia-
went was in any way bound to ensct re-
medial legislation. Their Lordships of
the:P. C. are correctly quoted as saying
~“The sole questioned to be considered
is, whether a right or privilege which
the R. C, minority previously enjoyed
has been affected by the legislation of
1860"—But, “she sole question” in or
der to what? Nos, certainly, in order 10
the of gisl

tive that

Geners

dlal

bat in order to their Lordships’ decision
as to whether or not an appeal did lie to
the Governor-General in Council, and
that question being decided in the at-
firmative, the matter was left to be dealt

Yy
hoonsidered, but the highest

d in thw D House of |
Commoos lnst July. when the question
of remedial legislation was under disous-
sion. Mr. MoNeil, we may premise, isn
promident Conservative, a loysl sup-

rier of the government in respect o
r: general policy, snd a man whose fine
legal educstion s+ well we his marked
ability entitle him to bs heard with great
respect on his subject. In the ocourse
of what r, Weldow (who also fully en-
dorsed Mr. MoNeil's views) charagter
ized as “a magnificent speech,” Mr, Me-
Néil (alluding 10 the Lords of the Privy |
Council and their remarks which went
beyond the declsion they were asked to |
give) said: “Their impartality is be- |

ond sny oavil or doubt and so ‘is their

ability, but these gentlemen were not
informed of the special matters con-
nected with this subject in the North-
west Torritories, and, for my part, I de-
cline to hand over the political adjudi-
oation of the question by the House to
the Jud cial Committee of the Privy
Couneil. Lsay that, however
nble these gentlemen may be, we, the
Parliament of Can are better In-
formed on matters of that kind than
they oan possibly be,and we are the
wribunal to decide these questions.” Al
luding to the remarks of the Lords' of
the Prlv!Councu aa 10 what it was “not
essential” to do and how “all legiti

| need support.

wiok and half in Nova Sectia. They
It Is mssumied that there
{s something radioslly ‘unsoun & fu the
constitution ¥ Ii It taken inta sceount
thet the present plan Is (he result of
yoars of d ion i and

more needy than theinselves, and wish. | the part of the Dominion Parlisment -

Asg to bave the loxury ol giving aner Hold
B et inimiroce T 0 o thete | SIS e S sl S ol | B
| iva, eeid hale smanl - doabions (o rhe | {978 Astialy the relotabie wishes -
Annuity 7u-keodmmun.|°'mﬂnhdhuhckyummm
WM n:no for each | “The sole question to be determined.”
Oler i and b : says thelr Lordships, “is whether & right
:_'.“mm‘ They aympathis with | o 1 rivilege which the Romsn Catholio
Thers may be possible in, the mwinority previously enjoyed bas been
conatitusion that would be for its betier- | affected by the logislation of 189). Their

ment; bub it must be taken it the | [ordships are ubable to ses how this

-«mm ‘:‘.‘" eight yoars :::: question can receive any but an sffirma-

given to onpital, and shout 100 | Uivesnswer.” . . . “Thelr Lordships i
minisiery harve wwken on ibe fund, | have decided that the Governor-Gianeral
in s wdifionlt (hlug to make redical | in Council hus jurisdiction a-d that the
O 31 g

in certalnly not essential that the stat-

thie commitiae and (he convention oould
) utes repenled by the Aots of 1890 should

conventions? 1t ‘osunot be forgotien
that one plan whose foundation was that
the ministers shoild support themesi ves
—an unsound basis—-had but sn eph
emeral life aod died, as many saw at
firat that it must die.. 1t was on an un
just ground. The funds should come
from both ministers and oburches. Thix
is the annuity plan, Schemes of com
mittees who worked for years were sub-
mitted to the convention and rejsoted s
unworkable. At lass, the present plan
was brought forward. No one thought
it was perfect—no one said it was; but
it was seen to be workable. It has
Worked. In the eight years of its exist-
ence it has distributed $9,041.12 to
those who had claims on its resources.
It now bas on good resl estate mort-
gages for $6,000 at 6 per cent. Reside
this, one good brother pays interest &t
six per oent, on $1,000 subscription. It
has real estate now used by the aged
donor—a good ocolored sister —worth
8800 or $1,000. It has  $967 sub«
soription, in addition to the $1,000
named above on which interest is paid,
mostly good. Iknow ofa farm for it in
the will of & good brother—$1,000 more
in the will of another good 'brother—
8800, in & devout sister’s will. Tbere
may be more of which I have no know-
ledge. Doubtiess there are cases.

It bas fuiled in only one half year to
pay the full amounts allowed by the con-

grounds of complaint would be re-
moved,” Mr. MoNeil said: “Does an
one suggest that this Parliament
bound in any degree, is bound to the
weight of one poor scruple, by a remark
of that kind on the part of these gentle-
men? With all respect for shelrm
erudition and ability and unques!
impartiality, I repeat again that, so farns
the matters we are discussing here are
conoerned, so far as the affairs of

are concerned, they are in point
of fact ignorant, and whether they are
ignorant or not, we are not bound by re-
marks of that kind.” -

Now as to_the grievance of the R. C.
minority in Muanitoba. It is admitted
on' all hands that they had such »
grievance us entitled them, under the
Act, to present their case to the Gover
nor General in Council and ask for re-
dress. But to admit the existence of a
grievanoce does not imply that it must be
rem Reformatory log‘hluzn i

i this

to ~$150 to the
ruinister, 875 tothe widows, and $12.50
to the orphans.

g When this fand was first started, eight
years ago, it was decided in open oon-
vention to admit pastors under 60 years
of age. It was said that the older ones
had borne the burden and hest of the
day and that the - yearly gifts of the

-churches and the donations of indi-

viduals, would be as much for them s
for those who were younger; and that it
waa right to give them an equal claim
with the younger ministers. Moreover,
it was said and believed, thit .the
younger men would be so interested in
their older brethren, that they would be
giad to have them share equally the
benefits of the fund with themselves.
This was supposed to be putting the in-

xind. The disestablishing of the Irish
Choroh took away rights and privi
leges which = mfmmy had

and held dear. If Mr. Gladstone’s bill
to disestablish the choreh in Wales bad
become law there would have resutled »
loss of highly valued rights and privi
leges; there would have been a griev-
ance. But must those rights and privi-
logos therefore in justios be restored?
In all such vases, it is not the rights and
privileges of one class only that i€ to be
interests of
all.

We are neked what we should say if
an attempt wore made to take away the
privileges of Separate Schools from Pro-
testants in Quebeo, The answer is
easy. 1f Quebec should establish a first-
claes and striotly undenominational
Common School system, we do not sup-
poes the Protestant minority in that
province would greatly objest. But the
cases of Manitoba and Quebec are by no
means parallel. In Quebec, as also in
()nll‘nrlo, a :opnnm School systern Is es-

4 OCovatl isi

In Manitoba it is not so. If it had been
#0, the province would have been obliged
to legisiate in accordance with that pro
vision, #0 long as the feeblest minority,
opposed to » Common School system, ex-
isted. Whether or not the system which
is established in Quebec is for the best
interest of that province is & question
which we need not now discoss.  We do
not see eiher that the Golden Rule has
any particular application in this con-
nection, himself in the
olic—or rather
in the place of the R. C ecclesiastic (for
we do not believe that the R, C. people
of Manitoba or of any other province
have any real desire for denominational
schools)~but if one puts himself in the
place of the R.C. ecclesinstic, he will
no doubt spmpathize with the demand
for Separato Schools. But the ecclesias-
tic wantas his denominational school in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswiok just as
much as in Manitoba. If we assist him
to achieve his purpose to day in Mani-
tobs, will he. not expeot that, as a mat.
ter of consistency, we will give him our
aid and sympathy in his efforts to bring
the same thing 10 paws in our own pro-
vinoes? Let us be fair, let us be as gen-
erous to our R. C, fellow oitizens as

jon on suoh & basis that it might
be said, that it was organised and admin-
istered on “business principles,” not in-
deed the business prinociples of this
world in which competition and woridly

i

be re-enncted or that the preciss pro-
vigions of these statutes should again be
made taw.” All legitimate
ground of somplaint would be removed
AF thas syetem (Aots of 1890) were sup-
plemented by piovisions which would
remove the grievance upon which the
appeal Is foundad, and were modified so
far as might be necessary to give effect

i, B fur allow
sl Sl

0 ear i w "
It Is not s0 nmw n
tution that are neaded, s 8
response (roms il the churohes.

Lat every ohproh teke even & sl
odlnw-‘uduo:‘m::'n“d
“paiheiic appesls ' wi tate, -

’?ho -dlmr:l‘imm that the Beors-
tary Treasurer has onused ievimtion In
orriain quartars.  Wall, he s sorry for

li

this | ndu&:& Fulton sald ai the Ber- | 4 thesn
wick couven many years
when he offended Dr. Neal be went to | . A00onIBg fo the wording of the sbove ’

i and asked bis forgivensss; but toid | decision there are “legitimate grounds
him that be should not exhaast his for- | of complaing” In sounestion with the
'0"“5: present sohool system. The minority
. have.a “grievance” which must be ‘re-

aud drawing further on -
“Dr. Neal's forgiving uphh.‘lo says the | moved” by oertaln “provisions” to sup-
plemens the Aot of 1890. In oase the

Secretary-Treasurer to the offended
churches or pastor. At the same time | Mavitobs legislature fails to ensot these

he thinks the number but few —perhaps provisions then the machinery which the
none i N 3 . s o
What 'yt want is & small_colleotion | fnbers of

for
P!
protecting the rights of the minorities
in the various provinoes omn be set in
o | motion. That Manitobs bas thus far
percentage of the convention fund | efused to tuke any action, slthough re- v
10 go to the Ministerial Relief and Aid | peatedly urged to do so,is of course well
l:lﬂd; lna » yearly mldl.dm&'m the | known, The time has therefore come
churches is recommen: oconven-
{on for the Aluity Fead, skhe it v | " Jorting this seschisery; sie: v

o percentage of the convention plan pecially for protecting the rights of the
g"n to the Ministerial Relief and Aid | minority, made too for the special

und. Now let us have these collections fit of the P of the provi of

from all the st a8
oo unoonnathn.J Quebec. in the first piace. 1r this ap-

E. M,SauNpies,
Sec'y-

from each church. That .will oalm the
troubled waters, if infeed the waters are
anywhere troubled. Let this be borne
| in mind—the convention has

The Manitoba School Question.
per

Asin the United States during the | lasting shame
Iate Venezuelan phrensy the noble stand
taken by a large part of the religious
preas of the country did much to mould
publie sentiment, leading men to look
calmly and dispassionately at the merits Q
of the subject matter in dispute, 80 it is
hoped that the religious press of Canada, | sehool
in dealing with the Manitoba School
Question, will follow the same high ex-
smple,and assist those who look to it
for guidance and inspiration to arrive at | pi
conclusion sound and wise. In disouss-
ing a quéstion so vilal to the welfare of
the dominion as this one, the editor of a | &
religious journal can no more afford to
allow his political predilictions to in-
fluence him, than can & minister while
breaking the bread of life to his flock. It
is & question above and beyond the
sphere of legitimate party politios, and
the man who would use it for the pur
pose of advancing party interests is un-
worthy of any position of responsibility,
either in parliament or elsewhere

;
:

gsin are | 4 but “the b

principles” on which the institution of
Christ's Kingdom rert and are adminie.
tered—the Kingdom resting bn s great
self-sacrifice that wakes the universe
thrill and throb, and which evokes a
corresponding surrender of worldly
solfishness in the interests of the great
community of the redeemed. In large
measure, to the glory of God be it said,
this fund is indebted to this fi

Your of this question In
your lnst two lssues seems open Lo some
oritiolsm. Not that I would for one
or sttribute to you any other faull, in

for its support ; and to the same Obrist
like unselfishness it confidently looks
for forther support. Last year young
ministers out of their limited salaries
gave $745, which went in part to their
aged” brethren. I know these noble
brethren were glad to do this. The
principle they maintain in suoh wself
sacrifice will enlarge-them, It binds the
ministerial fraternity together with
voads in kind like those that hold hearts
to each other before the throne on which
that Faviour sits. This “illusteation of
soll-sacrifiving love makes for true great-
ness, for true glory.-God's glory. About
100 of the brethren have put this prin.
oiple beyond its experimental stage, To
offiet this the convention asks the
churches for collections, The young
minigters are more than willing to help
their aged brethren. Many others would
be on the fund, only they neglected it at

first, and now the dues are (0o heavy for

theta. Anyone who wil devise a way
out of this difficulty, will do good services
for Chirist's servants whose onses are now
fn mind. 1} believe the churches will do
this, at least in part for their pastors,
Again it was believed when this fand
was started that the annuitants would
consider one another in regard to their

loyaity to the highest i of the
countiy permit. Let us also be consis-
tert. If we are ready to concede Sep-
arate Bohpols to Roman Catholios as »
mstter of principle, let us say so. But,

far as wo oun see, there Is no resson
we should help the Roman Catholic’
Schools

hl-uoh‘:.dndﬁ aggression

in that direction when it shows itsolf |

The Probibition Convention at Fred.

srioton, Feb, 19 and 20, is regarded as

meeting of much importance and it
the prominent

p ities. In this, let me
teoll the public the oconvention was not
mistaken. One brother whose olaim on
the fund is good, made no application
because he saw that for the present he

foe makon oar Y
connection with the question, than per and buadly
haps that of arriving b o conclusion | fuss thelr reguass. m:""
without giving the subjeet & mowt care L uave wot e 0 relte o the
ful and sy i tigation in all Ite | prombses we &-5...;"?‘
intrioncies. soleinn, e .
p ieen - i
For yOu_000ms 10 Altach oon: I-ﬂ:,hm..qmbaurgt
siderable importance o your | of the A - aed
that Manitoba ought to be allowsd 0| proclumations of those shely tunes,
manage ite own school affsi. Thet Shat $he faish of (anads has boen
statement it seoms to me bs & sort of cen ..‘.-M"&":

wure of the fathers of Confederniion, &
oriticism of the man who framed owe

i

constitution. They provided thel, s

oertain  exceptional enses Manitobs ‘9. Aepanw
should not be permitted 10 manage s Middiston, N & Jan. 8 9

own sohool affairs. T the Maniwhs Aok . -

they provided (bat the provinee should PRRtRAL

not manage its own slfsies ln prejudi The sy ﬂﬂdﬂ- [ T,
onlly affeoting amy right or privilege | Viuson snsended 1o Bev, M. Add
with respect to denominational soteols | i snd M. Addison. of wm-l in
which any olass of pareoos bave.by law m‘:::-“' hrough (he daah
or practiee o the provines wi.ihe unlon, We » .

The British Norths Amerion Aot containg . .S oy

it eall
from: Frosman, of Frederioton.
Bro. ¥, bas besn much svcoursged in
Bis work this winter and the ohuroh is
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