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\ War For

a Dukedom.

oor Man Claims One of England’s Highest Titles
and an Estate Worth $500,000,000.
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Druce claim to the estates and
the Duke of Portland, one of
st extraordinary mysteries of
times, is now rapidly nearing
stage, when the public hearing
claimant’s case will come before
irts,
in the next few weeks an appli-
will be made for taking impor-
vidence on commission, and the
sreliminary stages will follow in
~ succession, and then it i{s an-
i {that this extraordinary case
ttled definitely and once for

the story is so strange that
imaginings of the sensation-
st pale into utter insignifi-
ide it, while the issues at
e tremendous, involving, as
possession not only of the
but also of the‘great Wel-
tes and many others that
the Portland rent roll and of
m properties which are ad-
i by the Portland trustees
by Lord Howard de Walden,
tter including Cavendish
ortland place, Harley street
> of fashionable .physicians),
street, Weymouth street,
street, Great Portland street,
‘eet and many other well
sroughfares,
stimates of the value of the
claimed compute the sum
hort of £100,000,000 ($500,000,-

sent claimant is Mr. George
Druce, and his claim is
the contention that the fifth
Portland, and . Thomas
ruce, proprietor of the Baker
aar, were one and the same

1e grandson and oldest legal
it of . Thomas Charles Druce
sfore, if his contention as to
ty of personality be proved,
dson and oldest lineal descen-
the fifth Duke of Portland,
e present holder of the title
sin of the fitth Duke, whom he
o

years ago Mrs. Anna Martia
nade a similar claim on behalf
son, who lived in Australia, and
yry was full of the most won-
complications and romantic in-
5, though the present claimant
snts an older branch of Thomas
:8 Druce’s family, as his grand-
s,r was Thomas Charles Druce’s
wife, while Mrs. Anna Druce’s
is based on kinship through a

wife,
tory of the fifth Duke of Port-
family, as interpreted by Mr.
Hollamby Druce, the present

mant, is as follows:—The fifth
te of Portland, when quite a young
n, began to lead a double life for
.sons of his own. At one time he was
a Marquis of Titchfield, his proper
Je, and at others he assumed the
ime of Druce for his own purposes.
Under the name of Druce he went to
ve at Bury St. Edmunds, where he
tarted a draper’s business. While
1ere he contracted a marriage with
riss Elizabeth Crickmer, then a pupil
1 a girls’ school in the town. Several
aildren were born of this union, the
jdest of whom was Mr, George Druce,
ither of the present claimant, and to
‘hom he left $5,000 in his will,
According to the story of the present
laimant, he forsook his wife after a
ew years and left Bury St. Edmunds,
'nd in 1854 he succeeded to the Duke-
om of Portland, though still keeping
p the dual entity and posing also as
»ruce, and, according to Mr. Druce, on
he death of his wife, in 1851, he mar-
fed again, his second wife being An-
ie May Berkeley, a member of the
jerkeley family, near neighbors and
ntimate friends of the Portland fam-
ly.

Curiously enough, the Duke of Port-
land, when Marquis of Titchfield, had
a violent quarrel with his brother,
Lord George Bentinck, over this same
Miss Berkeley, the two brothers, so
the story- runs,
with her, and, what is more extraor-
dinary still, Thomas Charles Druce is
subsequently known to have married
her,

According to Mrs. Anna Druce'’s
story, which was told some time ago,
when she made a claim to the title
and estates on behalf of her son, the

both being in lovel

quarrel between the two brothers was

a very bitter one, and the suit of the
younger, Lord George Bentinck, re-|

ceived the full approbation of their
father, the latter not only discourag-
ing the desire of the elder son but also
insulting him in every way. She stated

that the climax to the quarrel between |

the two brothers was reached in 1848,
when Lord George was found dead
near
from a spasm of the heart, but, she

of his death will never be known,

According to the present claimant’s
story, the fifth Duke of Portland, in
1864, decided.to put an end to his al-
leged dual existence and to live only
in his ducal state, and so he resolved
that Druce should die, and be buried,
which he accordingly was, in a vault
in Highgate Cemetery.

And it is around this coffin and its
contents that the real mystery of the
case centres, for if it contained the
actual body of Thomas Charles Druce,
then,

the same person, for the duke did not
die until 1879,

Mrs. Anna Druce applied for permis-
sion to open this vault when she took
action on behalf of her son before the
present claimant had come forward,
but this proceeding was successfully
opposed in every instance, and the
present claimant would also be glad to
have the contents of the coffin disclos-
ed and its mystery solved. .

‘What does the coffin contain? Clear-
ly there can be no stronger proof
against the validity of his claim, in
the face of all the evidence adduced,
than to find in that vault a coffin, and
in that coffin a body corresponding to
that of Thomag Charles Druce, so clear-
ly the whole crux of the matter would
seem to be the contents of this mysteri-
ous coffin.

Mrs. Hamilton, a goddaughter of the
fourth Duke of Portland, gave some
time ago an account of the whole af-
fair, and she averred that, according
to her personal knowledge, the fifth
Duke of Portland and Thomas Charles
Druce were one and the same person.
She also gave an account of the buri-
ali—

MOCK BURIAL.

Before December, 1864, ‘“Druce” be-
came filled with a desire to sink his
identity as “Druce,” and said to his
father, “I must die,” and suggested a
mock burial for himself. My father be-
sought him not to addpt such a course,
but unavailingly. When the sham
burial took place my father was pres-
ent. On his return my father said to
me, ‘“It’s gone off better than I ex-
pected, though I don’t know how they
took the coffin without any certificate.
I tried to prevent Portland, but he
would do it. There will be a terrible
exposure some day, and if ever they get
the coffin up they will, of course, be
floored; but, anyhow, I prevented him
putting the corpse of another person
in the coffin. It is better to put lead
in" or anything rather than the corpse
of another person.” 1 replied, “Oh,
how ¢ould you do such a thing? My
father answered, “I'd do anything for
Portland.”

There are many extraordinary coin-
cidences in the lives of the fifth Duke
of Portland and Thomas Charles Druce,
and one is the fact that the fifth duke
was known to have suffered from a
very acute skin disease, and curiously
enough this same disease manifested
itself in the family of the claimant,
his father having suffered from it, as
also his children, though he has.been
free from it, though this may be ac-
counted for by the fact that hereditary
diseases frequently skip a generation.

Another coincidence is that the fifth
Duke of Portland had a marked aver-
sion to meeting strangers, in fact he
would never see any one, not even his
lawyers, and Druce would not see any
person who called an business at the
Baker street bazaar.

Again, while the list of coincidences
do not prove anything, they are, to
say the least of it, extraordinary, as,
for instance, the fifth Duke had a pe-
culiarity of tying his trousers below
the knee with string, as the railway
navvies do in England, and this was
also a peculiarity of Thomas Charles
Druce.

Again, the duke had a craze for tun-

nelling operations, as Welbeck Abbey |
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ort Talks on Printing

In looking over the advertising
pages of the leading magazines one
invariably runs across a sentence
something like this :
booklet sent or, request,’’
logue Free,”’ or ‘‘Send for Booklet”’

How many manufacturing in-
dustries, business houses, or busi-
ness institutionsin St. John follow
up their advertising in this manner?
Very few, and it’s the few that are
reaping the harvest. :

Think this over, and if it iznter-
ests you, call us up on Phone 25.and
we will call on you with samples of
Catalogues and Booklets we have
printed—which have proved profit-
abie business-bringing investments.

““ Illustrated
‘“ Cata-
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THE SUN PRINTING GO, LTD, (@

CANTERBURY STREET.

Welbeck Abbey, it was stated, :

! picture gallery and apartments, besides
adds, whether this was the true cause | . e o s

of course, Druce and the fifth !
Duke of Portland could not be one and |

| been subscribed to by the publie.

| Louis Roquela of Colombia, South Am-
| erica, a student at Notre Dame Uni-

| killed Claud A. Bagby of Durango, Col.,
i dents as a practical joke held up Ro-
| quela, mistaking him for another per-
| holdup of a friend, expecting him to
| pass a certain point where they lay in
{ dents, thinking him their victim, or-

| stead, Roquela drew a revolver and

~who is 21 years old, is taking ap engin-
| eering course, ’

. although he supposed the attack on
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abundantly testifies, and this same
craze was possessed by Thomas
Charles Druce. These peculiarities
might be continued indefinitely, but,
after all, they prove nothing, though
taken in conjunction with the alleged
marvellous resemblance of the two
personalities they are, to say the least
of them, peculiar.

The case itself has certainly brought
into prominence the eccentric life and
habits of the fifth Duke of Portland,
and he will always be remembered as
an example of the eccentricities of
which human nature is capable, while
Welbeck Abbey, one of the finest of
the stately homes of England, will for-
ever stand as a monument to the suri-
ous character and mysterious life of its
noble architect.

DUKE'S ECCENTRICITIES.

For eighteen years he converted Wel-
beck into a huge workshop, and during
the whole of that time he employed
seventeen or eighteen hundred men in
the construction of the famous stables,
tan gallop, riding school, underground

the celebrated subterranean kennels
which honeycomb Welbeck like a rab-
bit warren, The bill of costs exceeded
$5.000 a day, and from the beginning to
the end he spent about $35,000,000 on
the improvements.

Wonderful as is Welbeck, however, its
owner and architect was even more ex-
traordinary, for though he transformed
the abbey into a veritable fairly palace
he kept no company, but lived alone in
two or three plainly furnished rooms.

He used to wander about the dem-
esne dresed in an old overcoat muffied
up about the neck, a tall hat and half
hidden beneath a huge umbrella, and
so much did he shun mankind that any
servant or workman in his employ who
spoke to or saluted him was instantly
dismissed, his instructions being that if
he were met he was to be ignored and
passed as if he were a tree. He was
frequently to be seen wandering about
the Welbeck grounds and tunnels (of
which there are over eleven miles), but
on the aproach’of strangers he immedi-
ately made off, so that he was rarely
seen at close quarters.

Although he avoided people, he has
on occasions, however, been known to
start a conversation, and the story is
told that he one one day saw from the
windows of Welbeck a poacher “tick-
ling trout” in the lake before the house.
Waylaying him, the duke asked what
he had in his basket. “Only water-
cress, your grace,” he replied.

“Let me look at it,” said the duke,
and in spite of his protests he had to
open his basket, disclosing a number
of fine trout.

“Come along with me,” said the duke,
and the poacher in fear and trembling
followed him to his study. Sitting
down at his desk the duke wrote &
check for £1,000 ($5,000).

“You're a clever man,” he sald.
could not catch fish like that.”

Another story is told of the duke
il ustrating his impatience of anything
ugly and yet at the same time his
tenderness for those responsible for it.

An architect employed by him at one
time built a gateway which when com-
pleted became abhorrent to the duke,
yet so considerate was he that he would |
not remonstrate with him. He took'
another course. One evening after the
architect had driven off he set all his
own men at work at double the ordin-
ary rate of pay, and by sunrise not a
vestige of the hated edifice remained.

On arriving in the course of the
morning the architect looked in vain
for the gateway, but neither he nor the
duke ever took the slighest notice of
its disappearance.

Anmnother eccentricity of the late duke's
was the way in which he used to
travel to London, and it was perhaps
on account of this more than anything |
else that he earned the titke of “The
Invisible Prince.” His carriage, which
was fitted with every possible conveni-
ence, was driven with closed windows
to Workshop Station, and there the
carriage with the duke in it was placed
on a truck and conveyed to London,
and on arriving there he was driven to
Fis town house, which he entered with-
out having been seen by a single per-
son; and it has even been stated that
in a great many cases the coachman
himself did not know whether the
carriage had an occupant or not. So
much for the personality of the fifth
Duke of Portland. And now for the
claimant to the title and the huge es-
tate.

George Hollamby Druce was born
in 1855 at Campbell’s Creek, near Castle-
maine, in the State of Victoria, Austra-
lia, his earlier years being spent on a
farm afmid primitive surroundings. His
trade is that of a carpenter and joiner,
which he followed for many years in
Melbourne. He is, besides, a skilled
mechanical engineer. In appearance
he is a typical Australian. Mr, Druce
is a widower and has a family of six
children, three gzirls and three boys.

He is described as being quiet and
unobstrusive, though impressing per-
sons who meet him as being forceful
and determined.

The prospective rights of the claim-
ant have been taken over by a limited
liability company, $55,000 having been
subseribed. Mr, Druce holding the ma-
jority of the shares, but the rest have

o1

In the event of Mr. Druce, the claim-
ant, being successful in his action the |
shareholders will receive one hundred ;
times the amount they have subscrib-
ed, but should an adverse verdict be
given they will lose their money.

THOUGHT HOLDUP GENU-
INE AND SHOT STUDENT

NOTRE " DAME, 1Ind.,, Dec.

29.—

versity, tonight shot and instantly

when Bagby and several other stu-

son.

Several students planned a mimic

wait. Roquela came along and the stu-

dered him to hold up his hands. In-
fired. The bullet struck Bagby near
the heart and he died in five minutes.
Bagby was 20 years old. Roquela,

Roquela is crushed over the affair,

him to be genuine and acted on the
defensive,

DISTRICT SYSTEM
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Citizens’ League Delegates
at Gity Hall

'Al committee of three, W. H. 'i‘home.

‘W. F, Chapman and Jas, MCKtnney,,

jr., from the Citizens' League, appear-
ed before a sub-committee of the Coun-
cil yesterday and explained the opin-
fons of the league as to a change in
the electoral system in the city. All
three gentlemen spoke and went over
the same ground that was gone over
in the league meeting when the plan
was adopted. In brief, the two prin-
cipal points are: 1, To divide the city
into six districts, giving two aldermen
to each district, and having three at
large from the whole city. 2. To make
qualification universal.

They drew parallels from provincial
and federal elections to show the ad-
vantages of the proposed system, and
instanced several cities where the plan
was working successfully.

The aldermen present were Ald. Bax-
ter (chairman), Ald. Tilley, Frink, Mac-
Rae, McGoldrick. :

Ald. McGoldrick did not think much
of the league’s proposal to require can-
didates to reside or do business in the
district they are nominated for.

Ald. Baxter agreed with this, but
wanted qualifications not €o open. A list
of 20 names should be appended to a
candidate’s nomination.

Ald. MacRae would like to have a de-
posit of $50 or $100 made by each can-
didate, and that this be forfeited where
the candidate secures less than one-
half of the votes of the lowest success-
ful candidate.

Mr. McKinney said that under the
old ward system a property qualifica-
tion of $1,000 real or personal was re-
quired, and the same applies to candi-
dates for dominion politics.

Ald. Tilley suggested that one alder-
man be elected from each ward and
that five aldermen at large be added.

The delegation explained that they
were approaching the Council early so
that some move could be made to
change the act before the next elec-
tion, i

It was pointed out that by the time
the government got around to this
business it :‘would be very close to
April.

One alderman spoke of the antagon-
ism in the tity to the scheme when in
vogue ten years ago.

Ald. Baxter said a great deal of that
was because certain expenditures
which would seem rational in these
days were then considered very un-
usual, and besides the west and north
ends were in a new, unfinished condi-
tion, and their representatives tried to
get enough to render conditions there
equal to those in the city proper.

Ald. McGoldrick expressed himself as
convinced that if a plebiscite were
held the people would favor the ward
in preference to the district system.

Ald, Tilley said many favored the
idea of a civic commission, which
would appoint about five men at a

| yearly salary of $2,000 to administer the

city’s affairs.

Ald. Baxter would like to see equal
divisions of the city, and one man go-
ing out each year.

Ald. MacRae said at Halifax that
did not prove satisfactory.

Ald. Tilley said a ward in Carleton
has more sidewalks to look after thar
any other ward in the city.

Ald. MacRae—*They are the best in
the city.”

Mr. Chapman said a reconstruction
of the city line would have to be made
to have equal divisions in each ward.

It was finally decided that the com-
mittee should meet again next Friday
evening to further discuss the matter.

BREAD MAKING.

e

A Free School of Cookery to be
Opened in St. John Next Tuesday.

St. John ladies who wish to learn the'!

flve-hour process of bread making, and
to observe how bread and pastry cook-
ing is done by the most approved me-
thods, will have a splendid opportun-
ity free of all charge.

In the Church of England Institute
rooms, Germain street, on Tuesday
next, will be opened a free cooking
school for this purpose, in charge of
Miss Milligan and Miss Brown, both
graduates of the Toronto School of
Cook:ry, and the former a Gold Medal-
ist.

They opened a school in Sussex on
Dec. 5th, and were compelled to re-
main longer than the ten days allotted
for that town, because of the great
rush of ladies, some travelling sixteen
miles to take lessons. The school there
was held in the Medley Memorial Hall.

This school of cooking has been sent
out by the bread making department
of The Ogilvie Flour Mills Co., Ltd.,
to familiarize the people with their
process of making bread and pastry
from their Royal Household flour, and
no charge whatever is made for the in-
structions given. In Sussex there
were two tables each, making room for
six ladies, so that a dozen could at the
same time be making experiments in
cooking under the supervision of Miss
Milligan and Miss Brown. There will
be as much or more accommodation
here,

J. S. Harding, maritime manager for
the Ogilvie Co., says that when the
ladies have learned the five-hour pro-
cess of bread making, they will never
go back to the old method of setting
the bread to rise over night. He points
out that this will be a most valuable
opportunity for young ladies to become
experts in bread and pastry cobking,
without any charge, and without hav-
ing to attend a school of cookery.
There is no reason, he says, why the
bread on all tables should not be as
good as that served in the best hotels
of the big cities,

The school will be open every day
except Sunday, from 10 a. m. until 6
p. m., beginning next Tuesday,

VICTORIAN ORDER OF NURSES,

H. D. McLeod, treasurer of the Vic-
torian Order of Nurses, acknowledges
receipt of the following subscriptions
to the funds:

Miss Louise Murray ..
Mrs George F, Smith
Ju R

.
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DR. SIMPSON HELD

ON MURDER GHARGE

Shot and Killed His Father-
in-Law

NORTHPORT, R. I., Dec. 29.—At the
inquest held here today over the body
of Bartley T. Horner, who was shot
and killed by his son-in-law, J, W.
Simpson, a New York dentist, Dr.

Simpson was held on a charge of mur-
der by Coroner William D, Gibson, and
taken at once to the prison at River
Head, there to await the action of the
grand jury.

Mr, Horner was for years the south-
ern representative of the Lorillard to-
bacco firms, and was worth about
$100,000. At the inquest Mrs. Horner,
the widow, was the most important
witness.

“Dr, Simpson,” she“declared, “said in
my hearing at the supper table Wed-
nesday evening, the night of the
shooting, that he wished the ‘old man,’
meaning my husband, was dead.

“He said this after the subject of my
husband’s will had been broached,

“A few months ago my husband made
up his mind to have his will changed.
He was worth about $100,000 I should
say.

‘“He visited a lawyer and arranged
to have his will changed. He said at
the time that he wanted it fixed so
that the fortune would not be squand-
ered by Dr. Simpson after his death.

“My husband had frequently gotten
him out of financial straits and he was
afraid that after he died he would use
up all the family fortune. The lawyer
arranged to come to our house yester-
day.- On Wednesday my son-in-law ar-
rived from New York and at the sup-
per table declared that the will could
not be changed; that such a thing was
not possible. Then he made the re-
mark that he wished Mr. Horner was
dead.”

MAMMOTH DRY DOCK
DEWEY SAILS.

NORFOLK, Va,, Dec. 29.—The mam-
moth dry dock Dewey, which Ileft
Solomon’s Island yesterday on its long
trip to the Philippine Islands by way
of the Suez Canal, passed out of the
Virginia Capes at 10.40 o’clock tonight.
The Dewey encountered thick weather
during the early morning hours, but
during the later hours, however, the
great dock and its accompanying craft
had the benefit of b«fter weather and
made faster time.

Before passing out the tug Hercules
met the supply ship Glacier, one of the
accompanying vessels, and delivered
mail and supplies and as the Capes
were abreast of the head of the col-
umn the signal “we are passing out,
please report all well,”” was flashed
from the Glacier.

From the speed the tow made com-
ing down the bay it is estimated the
voyage to the Philippines through the
Suez will consume eight or nine
months,

COMPLAINS OF
OPPONENT'S ACTION.

LONDON, Dec, 30.—Cameron Corbett,
a parliamentary candidate for Glas-
gow in the interest of the unionist
party, writes to the Times this morn-
ing, calling the attention of Mr. Reid,
the American ambassador, and Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the Brit-
ish premier, to the alleged unconstitu-
tional action of his opponent, D. M.
Mason, who, he says, in meeting his
constituents announced that he had
had a friendly interview with Presi-
dent Roosevelt at Washington, in
which Mr. Roosevelt guardedly express-
ed his hearty sympathy with the lib-
eral .party in Great Britain.

o

ORDAINED BAPTIST MINISTER
AT POINT DE BUTE

MONCTON, N. B., Dec, 29.—Robert
J. Colpitt was ordained a Baptist
minister at Point de Bute yesterday
afternoon. Among the ministers tak-
ing part in the service were Rev, H.
G. Colpitts of Yarmouth North, broth-
er of the newly ordained minister;
Rev, Dr. Steele, Rev. Mr. Cummings,
Amherst; Rev, B. H., Thomas, Dor-
chester; Rev. Mr. Nobles, Sackville;
Rev. Edw. Steeves, Baie Verte; Rev.
E. C. Corey, Petitcodiac. The newly
ordained minister has charge of the
Port Elgin, Bayside and Point de
Bute district.

For 35 Years

Shiloh’s Consumption Cure, the Lung |
Tonic, has been before the public, and |

this, together with the fact that its sales
have steadily increased year by year, isthe
best proof of the merit of

Shiloh

as a cure for Coughs, Colds, and all
diseases of the lungs and air passages.
Those who have used Shiloh would not
be withoutit. Those who have never
used it should know that every bottle is
sold with a positive guarantee that, if it
doesn’t cure you, the dealer will refund
what you paid for it. Shiloh

Has Cured

thousands of the most obstinate cases of
Coughs, Colds and Lung troubles. Let it
cure you.

*Last winter | coughed for three months and
thought | was going into Consumption. 1 took all
sorts H but nothing did me any good
until | used Shiz}x'l Consumption Cure. i'our
bo;tdlr:s : m:l;] This :nl;n!cr 1 had a very bad

to 3
o the Gl G back, G Bottive of Slaioh mede

vt e f s e b b D,
Joseph, St. Hyacinthe, Que." 6oz

SHILOH

25¢. with gulnnteeu!nﬂdmﬂ

THIRTY PEOPLE
ON THE I G

‘At least thirty persons lost their
lives by accident on the Intercolonial
railway during 1905. No passenger
was killed in a train accident, and the
majority of those losing their lives
were neither passengers nor train-
men. The record is as follows:

January 5—Willlam Hackey, section-
man of Bathurst, N. B., struck by lo-
comotive in Newcastle yard; skull
crushed. Widow and flve children.

January-16—Amos Lirette, laborer in
shops at Moncton; run down and Kkill-
ed by shunting engine while walking
on the track to his work.

January 25—Deaf mail carrier, name
not given; run down on track at Dal-
housie and fatally injured.

January 29—Edward McLangon, snow
shoveller, run down by train and fatal-
ly injured.

February 4.—John Nealy, an ex-sold-
fer, killed on the track near London-
derry, N. S. He was engaged peddling
through the country and is supposed
to have been walking on the track
when struck.

February 11—James Black, instantly
killed by falling off a snow train at
Campbellton., Three cars passed over
his body. Left a wife and three small
children.

February 21—Gordon Somers, a fire-
man, killed at Tracadie, N. 8., by a
snow plow and locomotive going off
the track.

March 12—Brakeman Percy Ferguson
of Harcout, N. B., killed while shunt-
ing cars at Chatham Junction, His leg
was crushed and he died of the shock.

March 14—John Murphy, a snow
shoveller, aged 19, ground to pieces
while attempting to board a locomotive
in the yard at Richmond, Halifax,

March 19—Brakeman Sydney Me-
Eachern, killed in the Richmond gard;
thrown under a car by a sudden jolt
while shunting.

April 4—Phileas Belliveau, a work-
man in the Rhodes, Curry factory,
Jammed to death while attempting to
pass between cars that were being
shunted in Amherst yard.

April 12—Chester Boomer, caught be-
tween cars while shunting at Hilden,
N. S.; badly crushed in back ana dled
within a few hours.

April 23—John Pyne, a sallor, found
dead on the track near Dorchester. He
had been drinking and it is supposed
fell asleep on the track and was run
over.

April  29—Two-year-old child of
Emile Roy, while lying on the track

at Hadlow, Quebec, run overNMy a
shunting engine and crushed to death.!
May 26—Fred Blanchet, a mendi-
cant, 80 years of age, and deaf, run
over and killed by a train at St. Louise,
Quebec.
May 31—Fred

Hicks, brakeman,

WERE KILLED

. R. THIS YEAR.

while attempting to get on a moving
freight car which was being' shunted
in Moncton yard, slipped and fell un-
der the wheels; right shoulder and
thigh crushed and interna® injuries,
from effects of which he died.

May 31—Edward Cavey, a colared
man, found lying alongside the track
near Halifax. Skull fractured and neck
dislocated; proosably struck by a pass-
ing train.

June 14—Middle aged man named
James Smith, killed while attempting
to drive across the track in front of
approaching locomotive at Hopewell,
N. 8.

July 28—Daniel Cameron, yard mas*
ter, killed while shunting cars at Point
Tupper,

Aug. 6—Man named Awustin, about &0
Years of age, found dead on track at
Haddow, Quebec; body badly mangled;
supposed to have been struck by pass-
ing train.

Aug. 7—Leo Harrimanm, I, C. R. fire-
man on working train, struck by mari-
time express while lying alongside
track at Gloucester Junection. Had
fallen asieep, it is supposed,while wait-

:ing on siding for express to pass; was

24 years of age, and unmarried.

. Aug, 22—Joseph St. Amour, a laborer,
belonging to Montreal, fell off the
front end of a baggazge car while steal-
ing a ride; fatally injured. He had
been working on the railway at Shel-
burne, N. 8., but was dissatisfied with
his job and was beating his way back
home.

Sept. 30—Corey and Stanley Floyd.
brothers, aged 20 and 17, killed by be-
ing struck by express train while
crossing the track in a farm wagon at
Bloomfield station. Corey was killed
instantly; his brother lived for a few
hours. ‘

Oct. 22.—Martin Foley, policeman ot
Chatham, N, B., while riding on trolley
struck by maritime express near Bar-
naby River and literally cut in pleces.

Oct. 26—Walter Sharpe, employed on
working train near Halifax, slipped
and fell under car when leaving for
his home at Millview, and instantly
killed.

Nov. 7—Patrick Houlihan, trackman,
struck by train on the Windsor branch
and killed.

Dec. 9.—James Taylor, * carpenter,
crushed to death while doing some
work under a car at Truro station. The
danger signal was not up and a shun-
ter struck the car, starting it sudden-
1y, catching Taylor under the wheels,
cutting his body ir two. He leaves a
widow and six children,

Dec. 14—David S. Melanson, car in-
spector, run over by locomotive in
Moncton yard, both legs cut off and
other injuries, resulting fatally. Aged
29, leaving widow and five children.

BOSTON BROKERAGE |
FIRM HAS FAILED.

|

‘
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Assignment Yesterday of H. R. Leigh on:
&' Co., Who Have a Branch
Office in Halifax,

BOSTON, Dec. 29.—The recent boom
in copper stocks on the Boston stock !
exchange, when . prices went up in
bounds, was an important contributing
cause to the suspension today of the
stock brokerage firm of H. R. Leighton
& Co., which assigned for the benefit !
of its creditors. Although the firm is |
not a member of any stock exchange,
the ‘assignment was adjudged of con-
siderable importance from the fact
that the firm has some forty branch |
offices, all but three of them in New:
England cities and towns..The outside
offices are at Montreal, Halifax, N. S,
and St. Johns, Nfld. The assignee is
Chas, E. Allen, a lawyer, of this city.
In a statement the firm declared that
the suspension was due to the failure
of a member, of the Boston stock ex-
change to meet his obligation to thé
company and to outstanding invest-
ments—in copper to a greater or less
extent—upon which necessary money
could not be realized. !

Almost all the larger cities of New
England are affected by the suspen-;
sion, the firm operating branch offices '
and in Vermont there were agencies
in the villages of Morrisville, Wood- |
stock, Bennington, Brattleboro, Bel-|
lows’ Falls and St. Johnsbury. The
Massachusetts points included Spring-
field, Worcester, Lawrence, Lowell,
Lynn, New Bedford and Fitchburg:
There are several hundred creditors
scattered throughout New England
and Canada.

Assignee Allen said this afternoon
that he hoped to have the affairs of
the company . straightened out soon
and then to continue the business as
formerly.

The firm is a West Virginia corpora-
tion, organized in 1902 with a capital
of $50,000. G. L. Babcock is president,
and  H, ILeighton, secretary and
treasurer. In this city the firm occu-
pied two floors of the building at 246
Washington street. The failure had
no effect of any kind upon the stock
market. The losses are distributed |
among individual investers, most of |
them living outside of Boston.

No official statement of liabilities
and assets of the firm was issued to- |
day, but it is.thought that the liabili-
ties amount to about half a million
dollars.
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RHODES SCHOLARSHIPS.

This year the Rhodes scholars from
Canada must be selected in January.
The New Brunswick choice belongs to
the U. N. B. Dalhousie has the nomi-
nation for Nova Scotia. Prince Edward
Island scholars are chosen by a com-
mittee. McGill has the Quebec selec-
tion. It is understood that one of the
Prince Edward Island applicants is a
Mt. Allison student.

The U. N. B. candidates include:

Ralph Freeze, 1903, Sussex.

Robt. Colwell, 1904, Fredericton,

William Pugsley, 1304, St. John.

Herman McLachey, 1904, Fredericton.

H. Woods of the class of 1906, Wels-

ford, \

TARIFF COMMISSION
GOMING JANUARY 8,

Dates Fixed for It§' Sessioes Thmuglmul
the Province—First Session at
Newcastle, January 3rd.

Telegrams received by different offi-
cials in the city last evening from
John Bain, secretary to the tariff com-
mission, contained information that
sessions would be held by the commis-
sion as follows:

Newcastle, Wednesday, Jan. 3rd.

Fredericton, Thursday, Jan. 4th,

St. Stephen, Friday, Jan, bt

St. John, Monday, Jan, 8th.

Moncton, date not settled, but pro-
bably Tuesday, Jan. 9th.

The meetings in St. John will be
held in the Board of Trade rooms.

As yet the programme for the meet-
ings here is very indefinite. A stand-
ing committee of the Board of Trade
on tariff matters has been called toge-
ther several times, and it was decided
that the importers or manufacturers in
each line should make out their own
case for presentation. There will not
likely be any statement from the board
as a whole. It is not probable that the
session will be an eventful one,

So far as is known, only two associa-
tions have met to discuss matters. The
dry goods men held a meeting in Na-
vember and decided that they wai
a change in the tariff on certain li
of German goods and English clo
which do not in any way compete w
Canadian manufactures.

The hardware importers’ associati
met yesterday and discussed questior
of interest. No changes in the tarit
will be asked for, but the associatic
will have something to say on tL
working of the dumping clause anc
other points. The report to be present-
ed is now being prepared.

AT THE OPERA HOUSE.

The Mysterious Mr. Raffles proved
the title and it took the full four acts
to subdue his villainy as présented at

| the Opera House last evening by the

Waite Comedy Co. The bill is a good

one and teems with sensational clim-
axes and plenty of comedy. William
Wagner made an excellent detective
and assumed many disguises before he
caught the villain pair, Raffles and
‘Watson, portrayed by Messrs, Holland
and Duncan. Miss Dormer made a
most capable heroine and did some
clever work. The comedy was furn-
ished by Cas. Elliott as the ‘coon,”
and Frederick Huxtable in a stutter-
ing dude role. When the house was
not sitting up in excitement over the
stirring situations, these comedians
kept them in a state of merriment.
Walter Woodall and Pearl Lytell, both
in comedy roles, aided materially to the
fun. The minor characters were all
well taken, The bill will be repeated
again tonight. At the matinee this af-
ternoon A Struggle. for Liberty . will
be presented.

On Monday afternoon at the special
New Year’s matinee James R. Waite
will be seen in the greas comedy hit,
Other People’s Money. In the evening
the stock company will present A
Man of Mystery.




