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Lost on Paisley Vote

Momentous Effect of Election of Asquith to Com-
mons—Lady Astor's Maiden Speech—Questions
of the Hour in England—Death of Lord Russell,
Noted Newspaper Man.

(From ur Own Correspondent.)

London, Feb. 26—The Paisley election
result aroused more interest, and in some
ways is likely to be more important,
than anyone can remember. Mr. As-
quith’s return was expected by most
Jhrewd students of the contest, but not
by a majority totalling towards 8,000
votes. Labor was absolutely at sea in
its calculations. The Labor Party were
quite convinced their man would be in.
Their great miscalculation arose through
over-estimating the poll made by the
Unicnists, whom they expected to carry
off about a thousand or two of votes
otherwise likely to be®cast for the ex-
premier. ‘They also think now that the
question' of personality exercised more
influence with the women voters than
they anticipated. Never has so much
inoney changed hands on a by+election.
1 should be within the mark in stating
that thousands. of pounds were staked
by politicians in the House of Commons.
The M. P. who acted as Mr. Asquith’s
clection agent wagered a one hundred
pound bet with another M. P. on the ex-
premier’s return. There were other big-
ger bets than this.

Effect on Political Situation.

The effect of the ex-premier's return
will be momentous. Even the Labor
party may well hail his presence on the
opposition bench. There will be “Teal
weight and direction behind the opposi-
tion in the House of Commons now for
the first time for years, and one may ex-
pect a very dramatic and exciting clash
of personality and morale between the
* ex-premier and the prime minister. Up-
on the issue of this inevitable struggle
for supremacy must depend largely the
progress of the movement towards party
fusion. . A

Had Mr. Asquith ‘been defeated at
Paisley, 1 believe the coalition would
within, a short time have made its coal-
cscence fixed and permanent. The tri-
umphant return of Mr., Asquith will cer-
tainly retard and such manoeuvre. The
plain issue will now be raised whether
the -wo old historic political parties shall
amalgamate or retain their old aloofness.
The outlook is inscrutable, but those en-
titled to be heard with respect tell me
that the probabilities now seem to them
against fusion.

The excellent work done at Paisle
for her father by Lady Bonham Carter
\as brought her seven invitations to
stand for constituencies at the next gen-
eral election. She will probably accept
one or other'of these, and will prove a
strong candidale? » Asquith may yet
achieve the uniquélrecord of having a
daughter in the H of Commons as
his parliamentary secretary. And then
Lady Astor’s star turn would be some-
what eclipsed.

A Real “Maiden” Speech,

Apart from the return of Mr, Asquith
for Paisley the most interesting event
this week in parliament was the maiden
speech of Lady Astor, our first lady M.
P. The occasion was a temperance de-
bate inaugurated by Sir John Rees, who
started life in the Indian Civil Service
and was at one time well-known in Mad-
ras. Sir John knew Lady Astor was
to follow him and, anticipating: her
speech, he said no doubt there was a
rod in pickle for him, but not only would
he accept chastisement with resignation,
but he would be remdy to kiss the rod.
Not to be outdone, the lady member said
she thought him more than courteous,
but if she could convert him she was
prepared to comsider his offer.

The constant goars of laughter and
exchange of verbal swordbursts, however,
are no indicatipns of Lady Astor’s
speech. There -was some good solid
matter in it, sound logic and carefu
thinking, and the House appreciated this
aspect of the debate as much as the de-
licious fooling initiated by Sir John
Rees. She said that the country was no*
vet ripe for prohibition, expressed the
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belief that some duy England would go
dry, and in the meantime called for
drastic drinking reform.

A crowded House gathered to listen
to her. Standing at her corner below the
gangway facing the coalition benches,
simply but artistically clad as on the
day of her admission to the House, one
white-gloved hand pointing with insist-
ent gesture at the members opposite as
she made her argument, Lady Astor
held the attention of all on-lookers. She
was surprisingly appreciated by the
House. The mind received no shock of
incongruity at the sight of her, although
her occasionally high-pitched voice rang
strained in that masculine assembly. Al-
together the first lady member acquitted
herself wisely and effectively in what
must have been a most trying ordeal.

The Supreme Question,

_'.'[‘here are signs that at_last the poli-
ticians generally, and the ministry in
particular, are awakening to realities.
While parliament has been dealing with
all sorts of doubtless important and per-
haps essential topics, the country has

jfor many months had only one obses-

sion. The cost of living is the only sub-
ject in the political domain in which the
public as a whole now takes the slight-
est interest. It is the one topic dis-
cussed always and by everybody every-
where. And I believe Lloyd George
and his colleagues are, at last, seriously
alive to the fact. Unfortunately, it is a
subject where popular ignorance rumns
riot, and public feeling is perilously in-
flammable. The Labor party has long
since realized that it is the one elec-
tioneering topic, and those who remem-
ber the 1908 debacle, on the big and lit-
tle loaf controversy, appreciate its po-
tentialities, Indeed, some of the shrewd-
est judges are inclined to believe that,
if a general election came under present
conditions and without 'a better show
on the government’s part of dealing with
them, history might repeat itself.

Rival Schemes.

The difficulty is how to grapple with
the situation, The profiteering act, or
any possible amendment, is frankly use-
less. The public now realizes, if the
politicians do not, that the evil will not
be cured by discussing the paltry profits

'of retailers, or by sending small trades-

men to jail in obedience to London jour-
nalistic “stunts.” Among the proposals
now under consideration by the cabinet
are a levy on war fortunés and a gradu-
ated tax on profits, The chancellor of
the exchequer professes an open mind,
but I understand that the leaning of the
treasury officials, whose expert guidance
has most to do in the opening and shut-
ting of the minds of chancellors of the
exchequer, is towards the graduated tax-
ation. Therc is a great demand, genu-
inely advanced by the Consumers’ Coun-
cil, for the re-establishment of state con-
trol over necessities. But, on the other
hand, this proposal is quite honestly op-
posed by sound economists, who contend
that control inevitably tends to diminish
supply and automatically to inflate
prices. The theory is that normally a
period of high prices in_any commodity
is always followped by a period of chap-
ness, because floating capital is instanf-
ly transferred in whatever direction high
prices offer. The résult is increased pro-
duction and decreased prices. Where
control is established and profits are
limited, the tendency is towards a drop-
ping production.

The Question of Trusts,

Just at the moment public indignation
is violently aroused against trusts. About
the pernicious potentialities of suchhuge
commercial combines there is no con-
troversy. But in fairness it must be ad-
pritted that the public indignation against
the trusts at the present moment is not
always justified. It seems to be clearly
proved that in the case of the big to-
bacco trusts the efficiency and the mag-
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King’s Spring
Hat Sale

This is the best chance you will have to
purchase your Spring Hat at a .

Saving of From $1.50 to $2.50

All the new styles, in Greens, Browns,

Greys lancl Black.

Remember it is Only a Few Days to
Easter.

Regular $5.00, $5.50, $6.00, $6.50 Hats

Sale Price $3.98, $4.48

KING THE HATTER

‘ UNION STREET ‘

nitude of their operations have in the
present juncture hitherto been exercised
incidentally in the interest of the con-
sumers. But for the existence of .the!
trusts, in some cases we might have hadf
to pay higher prices for the commodity |
concerned even than we have paid. So;
much appears to be established by in-|
dependent and unprejudiced inquiry.
One great authority on economic ques-
tions tells me that, in his opinion, we
are suffering just now from a bad mix-,
ture of competition and control—imper- |
fect individualism and half-baked So-
cialism. ‘He asserts that by some means
we must achieve one of the two objec-
tives—either we must absolutely restore
untrammelled free competition, or weé
must adopt for essential commodities
some system of nationalization,

Lenine’s Plans,

This week two London newspapers
publish what appear to be the autnentic
views of Lenine, the remarkable Sovict
czar of Russia, on the relations of the
Allies with his country and the pros-
pects, of the regeneration of the la.ter.
Presu\'nably this is the first fruit of our
new relations with the Bolshevik regime,
and it is significant that an influential
memorial in favor of friendly relations
with the Russian “Terror” has been pre-
sented to the British government by for-
mer officials connected with the Petro-
grad embassy.

Lenine adopts the view that the Bol-
shevik regime never desired to be other
than at peace with the rest of the world,
that its stability and utility in the re-
generation of Russia will be immensely
helped by the cessation of hostilities,and
that generally “capitalism is the enemy.”
What will excite most notice is a project
on which the Bolshevik government is
seriously and ambitiously embarking of
electrifying the whole of Russia. Ap-
parently the attempt will be to make the
new Russia a great industrial and com-
mercial factor in the world, and if it
really succeeded it might do something
to help Europe to recover its economic
equilibrium.

A Great Newspaper Man.

The news was received in London
with real regret that Lord Russell, fam-
ous editor of the Liverpool Daily Post,
and one of the most distinguished figures
newspaper life has ever known in this
country, had died. in Liverpool at the
age of eighty-five. Mr. Russell started
on the Islington Gazette, went to Liv-
erpool as a sub-editor on the Post, came
back to do distinguished work on John
Bright’s evening paper in London, and
was later appointed editor to the Liver-
pool Post. He made the reputation of
that great provincial journal' by his
genius, which consisted in an impressive
combination of intellectual sagacity, lit-
erary charm, and high personal and
public ideals. Of late years he had not
done much- active newspaper work, but
his advice was frequently consulted by
statesmen of the highest rank. He was
a consistent Liberal, singularly devoid
of cranks, with a great bent for the
theatre. Among other achievements he
could claim to be the man who “discov-
ered” Sir Henry Irving. His most im-
portant literary work, and most popular
also, is *“That Reminds Me., He was
a close friend in his day of Gladstone,
and a very genial personality.

Returning to Harness.

* The present abnormal rewards held
out to successful pugilists are having
one remarkable effect. The old cham-
pions of the heavyweight ring are get-
ting right back into harness in order
to share in the rich spoils for which, in
their view, only very average artists are
competing. One old gladiator who is
coming back is Tommy Burns, a Cana-
dian, who fought Gunner Moir for the
British heavyweight prize years ago,
and, after carrying all before him,
chiefly by reason of his great intelligence !
and ring craft, for he' was never very !
formidable physically, was finally knock- |
ed out in Australia by Jack Johpsom
Burns is believed to have made about
£30,000 at the game in seven .or eight
years, and to have harvested his reward
carefully. But he is now ,at the age of
about thirty-six, trying to perform the
difficult task of “coming back.” '.Not
only so, but his old@ opponent and, vic-
tor, the redoubtable Jack Johnsom, is
now up and doing amain. He wants to
get the allegations made against his
character in the United States disproved
and then to try conclusions against
Dempsey. But the experts tell us that
never again will the ring be allowed to
countenance Black vs. White.

Little Jack Horner.

Having a meal nowadays at one of
the multiple teashops is apt to be some-
thing of an adventure. Sometimes the
buns conceal the strangest things, and
to bite them has often the effect of rub-
bing the magic lamp of Fairyland.
About week ago a young friend of
mine bit on something harder than
even . a stale bun should be, and dis-
covered a splinter of glass nearly an
inch long. Luckily he did not cut him-
self, but he walked about all day feel-
ing as though he had swallowed the
Crystal Palace. On Saturday a Chan-
cery Lane typist had better 1uck. She
bit on & bun, found it harder than
usual, and discovered nestling inside a
perfectly good sixpence. It may be re-
membered that a.few years ago a well-
known solicitor tried to recover damages
for a broken tooth caused by a pebble
in a scone. It was then held that he
failed to make out his plea of negli-
gence.

The Chairman’s Signs of Spring.
One thing in London, and so far as 1

know one thing only, has not “gone up.”
They still charge you only one penny
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Mountain grown Orange
Pekoes from the best
plantations. A tea of
extra quality at a little
extra price.

Our well-known Red
Rose package, the sale of
which is inereasing faster
than ever before. Red
Rose consists chiefly of
Assam teas, the richest and
strongest in the world and
therefore very economical.

(The Red Rose Orange

Pekoe package is a little

different in design.)
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A Big Success
Have You Tried It?

On sale only a few weeks.
But already we have received repeat
orders from hundreds of grocers.

More surprising still, many people, not grocers,
have written telling us how much they like the new tea.

The success of Red Rose Orange Pekoe Tea is
another case of “I told you so.”

We predicted a quick response from the public.

We were sure that there were hundreds of thou-
sands of people who were willing to pay an extra price
for a tea of extra quality.

Are you “fussy’’ about tea?

If so, you will enjoy the rare flavor and charm of
the mduntain-grown Orange Pekoe teas imported from
the best plantations and sold under the name of Red
Rose Orange Pekoe Tea.

Try the NEW Tea that has met with instant

' success.

Sold only in our new package—the waxed board
carton.

T. H. Estabrooks Company, Limited

. St. John, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Calgary,
Edmonton, St. John’s, Nfld., and Portland, Me.

Red Rose Crushed Coffee Pleases
Particular People

for a seat in the row under the trees in
Hyde Park, which is very reasonable
considering the fascinating society circus
show provided. This week the amazing
illusion of spring, with the buds posi-
tively beginning to .crackle, a warm
sunshine radiating the balmy air, and
the pigeons most coquettish, even affect-
ed the park chairman. When he took
my penny anhd punched the ticket that
entitles you to sit down on as many
seats as you like all day without extra
charge, he remarked poetically: “Quite
like spring, sir.” Curious to know how
a Cockney detects spring, I asked him
why., This seemed to annoy him.
“Why?" he ejaculated somewhat petu-
lantly. “Why, I've took seventeen and
freepence afore dinner hour. I never
done that afore April in my life except
now.”

And the Society Circus

It was quite true. The seats were well
patronized; the wonderful weather has
brought any number of people out. But
it was Suburbia, not Mayfair, that bask-
ed in the sunshine of the row. Only the
press’ photographer recognized Lord
Birkenhead and his friend, Lord Read-
ing, as they strolled past. Suburbia goes
regularly to the row in the mornings
to enjoy the amenities of the park, to
feed the insolent and pampered ducks on
the Serpentine, and to gaze at the celebri-
ties and fashionable butterfies. The joke
is that as Suburbia gets itself up “re-
gardless” for this social occasion, it mis-
takes its own small fry for the celebrities
and butterfiies. “I wonder who that
is?” you will hear being mutually asked
by people who pass each other and turn
round to look again. In the riders’ row
this week there were more horsefolk
than I ever saw so early in the season
before, and nine-tenths of them were
cither ladies or children. And of the|
ladies four out of five now ride astride.
I heard several times the question asked
under the trees, “Is that a man or a
woman?” And I noticed among the
habitues who never seem to gallop, but
demurely trot up and down for the regu-
lation “constitutional,” some faces never
missed on any morning I have visited
the row during perhaps fifteen years.d
It must be very wholesome.

“If you didn’t take so much interest
in horses you’d be better off,” snapped
the wife of.the man who wrote film
scenarios and hadn’t enough money to
buy a postage stamp. *“You've had
horses on your brain all your life.”

“Perhaps that's why I married a nag,”
he retorted.
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You have never seen anything in
your lives to compare with this
marvellous Doll outfit. Nothing
was ever made from which you could derive so much
fun and amusement. Just think—not only do we give

ou six of thcse famous and Beautiful Reely Trooly

olls, but wegive you with them the complete DOLL
VILLAGE consisting of five beautiful big doll houses, 2
grand Dollie's School. a lovely big Church for the Dot-
lies to g0 to on Sunday, and a play Nursery for Dollies
to garden in. And that isn’t all, girls—we scnd vou also
lan for arranging the dolls’village and
over 21 beautifully colored cut outs for it, consisting of
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There’s an Elastica Product for every
purpose where paint or varnish is required.

For painting and decorating interiors and exteriors,
for painting and preserving farm buildings, farm
waggons and implements, for refinishing automobiles
—for the hundred and one things that require a
good pleasing and lasting finish you will obtain the
most satisfactory results from

ELASTICA PRODUCTS

The Elastica booklets, color cards and decorative
schemes will simplify your painting problems.

Come in and talk the matter over with us.
We have a full line of Elastica Products and
will be glad to give you full information.
M. E. AGAR
St. John, N. B.
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all your friends to try a “Daintee.” They'll like thein
so much that everyone will buy a couple of pack:
atonce. Justone of two little **Daintees” inst. gy~
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