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r The Toronto World FOR SALEOFFICES FOR RENTBER 8 191/
36 KINO STREET EAST

square feet, Including large vault, 
well lighted, first-class elevator an.l 
janitor service. Will partition to suit 
twuuit. Possession immediately. Apply

H. H. WILLIAMS A CO. v 
31 Km* St. East. Main E*»

NORTHWEST CORNER KINO AND 
YORK STREETS 

100 x 90, to lane. Apply 
H. H. WILLIAMS & CO.

38 King St. East.

1
1700

I
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PREMIER oviuJI IN CONFERENCE WITH WESTERN LIBERAISB l«

IÛ un. • RUSSIAN RAILWAY STRIKE NOT LIKELY TO RESULT IN COMPLETE TIE-UP
■ ■' British Artillery Fire Repulses Attack Near Polygon Wood
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STRIKE IN RUSSIA 
HAS DISORGANIZED 

RAILROAD TRAFFIC

«

i 1 > *

j.. . _ Petrograd, Sunday. Oct. 7,— 
The general railway striko 
order, which promisee a com­
plete tieup of traffic exoeipt 
sanitary and military trains, 
became effective last mid- 

All passenger trains

Ehu
I m i

i
- - ,

nlgnt-
scheduled to leave. petrograd 
today, except for the front, 
were abandoned.

The strike was carried Into 
effect/in spite of. the warning 
given by M- Nikitin, minister 
of poets and telegraphs, that 
the etrlkers would have to 
answer charges of treason, 
ar.d calling upon the telegraph 
operators to refuss to trans­
mit the strike order.

Premier Borden in Conference 
Yesterday With Sifton, - , 

Calder gmd Crerar.

I••

;Shell Holes Have Become 
Ponds Big Enough to Drown 

Score of Men.

;K&i
ï

TENSION IS GREAT

Speedy Clearing Up of Politic 
cal Air Recognized as 

Necessity.

5*:f
OBSTACLES IMMENSE ' 5

.. 
*

_ $

Within Few Hours , Whole 
Country Has Been Con­

verted Into a Morass.

-

.. TIE-UP OF TRAFFIC 
IS ONLY PARTIAL

/
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________________
"" % By a Staff Reporter.

Ottawa, Oct. 8.—Sir Robert Borden 
this afternoon went into conference 
with the three western Liberals, name­
ly, Prem'er Sifton and Messrs. Colder 
and Crerar, as to joining him In a 
unionist win-the-war government,, and 
It is believed that subs’antial progress 
was made. The meeting took place in 
the privy council wing of- the east 
block, and began at 3 o’clock and 
lasted until after 6. 
negotiations will be continued tomor­
row and ought to be concluded then; 
if the ■ tension continues much longer 
'something may give way. Both poli­
tical parties are concerned; the min­
isters in the Borden government can­
not stand more of the uncertainty, 
and it is absolutely essential "to clear 
the political air so that the work of 
conscription, the war loan campaign 
and the holding of a general election 
be shoved ahead. The main question 
must have been settled, namely, that 
they were all wilting to enter a union­
ist government in order to wbl the 

and to enforce the conscription 
law to that end. Next in importance 
must have been the question.ota' vpar 
council made up of five or si* oiepn- 
bers of the cabinet, and there ought 
to .jheya been little 'disagreement on 
that score.

«
British Front in France and Bel- 

Associatedr iRUSSIANS DISPERSE 
SCOUTING PARTIES

A
gimn. Oct- 8—('By the 
Press.)—It rained hard yesterday,

’ giving an unforgettable demonstra­
tion of the nature of the difficulties 
which the British troops have 
countered in many of their recent 
operations. Within a few hours 
entire country had been turned into 

la mass of deep, clinging mud, thru 
which one made his way with the 
greatest effort. A stream known as 
CHonnetbeke, which is one of the many 
little waterways which cover not 
only this section but most of the 
battle zone, was surrounded by a 
veritable morass. It would be ina­
pt «able to cross it at many places. 
Shell holes had rapidly filled with 
water, and ponds were to be seen in 
which a score of men might easily 
drown it they were unfortunate 
enough to fall down the slippery 
sides- Often a small pool of water 
covered a considerable shell hole. ' 

Flounder in Mud-
A wounded man was. being brought 

back from Broodeeinde Ridge, with 
feur sturdy stretcher-bearers to carry 
him, and they were floundering mis­
erably at every step. It must have 

- r taken them” several hours 'to negotiate 
their journey.

It seemed inconceivable that men 
could work, much less fight, over such 
filthy grounds. Yet the British sol­
diers and officers were carrying on 
steadily yesterday in their operations. 
And in recent days they have often 
fought bitterly over just such terri­
tory as this.

Yesterday’s rain has turned the 
battle front into a quagmire, which 
it will take many days to dry out. 
This does not mean that military op­
erations could not oe undertaken, on 
either side, but there could scarcely 
be more trying conditions for fight­
ing. The soldiers encountered by the 
coi respondent were cheerful, desnite 
the fact that they were drenched to 
the skin by the biting, cold rain. At 
one place a numbdr of men were sit­
ting In the shelter of a muddy bank 
for a resting spell- They were wet, 
had, by all rights, should have been 
unhappy, but they were singing lust­
ily away at some popular song-

Other bodies of men of similar dis­
position were seen. All seemed im­
mensely amused at the muddy con­
dition of the correspqndent and the 
two officers with him. Often the sol­
diers looked up with cheerful grins 
that said plainly: “How do you like 
It? Now you know what we chaps 

A have to go thru out here.”
, not but be impressed by the morale 

of the boys of khaki who are win­
ning the war for the folks at home.

Marks of Devastation.
Nowhere on the western front has 

the war printed more cruel marks of 
devastation than in the wide zone 
east of Ypres, where much 
fighting has ibeen proceeding at in­
tervals since the British launched 
their initial attack. This whole re­
gion, much of which in peace times 
was prosperous farming country, has 

^ been turned by the artillery fire into 
a desolate waste of vast and deep 
shell craters which are so close to­
gether that in innumerable cases they 

| v interlock. Farm houses have been 
h Fulverlzed and plowed under in the 

ruthless sweep of shells and village 
[r, tites are marked bv little portions of 

i where churches or other big
at buildings once stood. Cottages arc 
11 - buried beneath heaps of turnéê-up 

. Mud, and there is scarcely a trace of 
grass or other green things to be 
Men In miles of tramping- 

I Trees have been smashed into 
Matchwood and their roots turned up 

I . Mjfrotesque shapes to add to the 
K Hulster aspect of the country. Here 
■ there where little forests had
F r?6' the hardier trees have clung to 
MmE? birthright, but their limbs have 
I' shorn

Many of the Non-Military 
Russian Trains Still 

Operating.

1 ” CANADIAN OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE WESTERN FRONT.
Canadan railway troops, working in shelled, area, laying track, which will end within a few hundred - yards of

enemy trenches.en- .

\00 and Brisk Operations Are Re­
ported in Progress on 

Northern Front.
GRAIN EMBARGO 

NOT YET RAISED
the BAR USE OF GRAIN FOR 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Evidently thePetrograd, Oct 8—The railway 

strike which went into effect at mid­
night Sunday, and which is intended 
at the present time to affect thru 
services, has only been partially ef­
fective, according to information re­
ceived from the ministry of traffic 
today. Local trains continue run­
ning and the Finnish railway also is 
operating- (No trains have left for 
Moscow or, beyond from Petrograd.

Premier Kerensky has received 
word'from the Simferopol Railway 
Union protesting its unwillingness, to 
observe the strike order, declaring it 
is unpatriotic. 1A similar attitude? has 
been taken by the Vladivostok rail­
way employes.

The strike plan contemplates the 
stopping of all local services "Tuesday 
and all traffic, freight and passe ti­
ger, on Wednesday unless the demandé 
of the men for an increase in wages 
are granted.

L
?sgiving rPetrograd, Oct. 8. — Intensive scout­

ing operations have been in progress 
on the Russian northern, front, both 
sides participating in them. The 
official statement reporting these $md 
other happenings in the fighting zone, 
reads:

“Northern front: North of the 
Pskoff High Road and the Pauske 
Farm after artillery preparations, 
waves of enemy scouting parties ap­
peared. They were received by our 
fire, and repulsed.

“The enemy several times opened a 
mine-thrower fire on our positions 
west of Engelhardhbf Manor.

“In the Illukst aefctor bur scouting 
parties accomplished their purpose 
and took prisoner*.

“Western, front: 
lades and artillery duels above the 
average intensity in the région of 
Lake Vishnevskokl and northeast of 
Baronovichi.

“Southwestern and Rumanian 
front: There were fusillades.

“Caucasus front: There is nothing 
to report.

“Aviation: On Friday, in the Ru­
manian regioa our airmen bombarded 
the Village of Mikloch and the Palan- 
ka station. They set fire to the saw­
mill at the station and the stores 
magazine exploded.”

Conference of Cabinet Members With Food Con­
troller is Expected to Result in 

Drastic Action.

IC.P.R. Has Not Followed 
Lead of C.N.R. in Load­

ing Cars.—
f$1.95 TRUCE LIKELY TO LAST IBy a Staff Reporter.

Ottawa, Oct. 8.—The cabinet council today was in conference with the 
Hon. W. J. Hanna, food contrqller, on the scope of his activities.

It is very probable that as a result of the Une of policy considered the 
use of grain will be prohibited for the manufacture of béer or spirits, except 
alcohol intended for munition production. Immedtatterection is expected.

For a considerable time the alcohol output of the egtigdlan distilleries 
has been devoted*almost exclusively to munitions, WKercrt ls used fn high 
explosives: Little grain has gone into whiskey. Considerable of it, how­
ever, has been used in making beer and ale.

In the interests of food conservation it is likely that grain for this 
purpose will be prohibited.. If .what is now proposed is given effect, not 
only will the use of grain for the full strength' beer be stopped, but also 
for the1 mild or so-called temperance variety.

This will be a more drastic step than has been taken in the United 
States, where spirits for beverages are barred, but the manufacture of beer 
is permitted. , . . _
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But, Meanwhile, Arrival of 
Minister of Labor is 

Anxiously Awaited.
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Tariff Not leauf-

It is not likely that the -tariff can 
be made a.[practical issue at this mo*# 
ment, or even the question of turn­
ing over the lands and forests and 
mines to the provinces. The practi­
cal issue, so far as could be learned 
tonight, must turn on the conduct Of 
the election so as to attain tne war 
objects of the unionists. There is no 
doubt that in this connection the war 
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sion of the vacant senator-ships, and,
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Winnipeg, Oct 8—Statements as to 
raising the embargo on loading cans 
for Fort William were conflicting. 
The C- XN. R. raised their embargo 
Sunday It was understood at the 
time that this wad to fill a million 
and a quarter empty space in the 
Smith & Davidson elevator, they 
claiming they had sufficient men to 
unload. , *

When the strike was thought set­
tled. it was expected the C. P. R- 
would raise the embargo on loading 
at once, and apparently such was the. 
intention, but when it was learned 
that the strike was -by no means set­
tled, nothing was done. Howevei, it 
was understood, on good authority, 
that orders went out this evening, 
and that by moon tomorrow some 
leading will be resumed, unless some 
fresh complication arises.

Activity Resumed.
A-Fort William despatch says: The 

situation at the elevators is becom­
ing more nearly normal- Apiroxi- 
mately two million bushels were un­
loaded today, according to Director ot 
Elevators L- H. Boyd, and this quan­
tity will probaibly be exceeded to- 

1 morrow- Owing to the strike not be­
ing definitely called off until late last 
night, the start this morning was 
somewhat delayed, and this being a 
holiday, night work is not being done 
at some of the terminal houses.

The arrival of the minister of labor 
tomorrow morning is awaited with 
anxiety on (both sides, some fear be­
ing expressed that there may be a 
recurrence of the trouble, but It was 
tonight dttioRt'y stated by a man in 
close touch with the pen’s committee 
that the present truce V 
broken, and that a permanent peace 
would be declared within the next 
forty-eight hours.

There were fusil-

DELIBERATE IN ABUSE
OF RED CROSS EMBLEM

Germans Instruct Their Men to At­
tack British in Guise of Ambu- 

lance Bearer*.
ofATTACK EAST OF YPRES 

REPULSED BY BRITISH
wherever possible, a share 
candidates in the constituencies 
where they have yet to be selected- 
As to the cabinet portfolios, the Lib­
erals, if they come in, can select for 
themselves, and a rumor has it that 
Mr. Calder will be minister of the in­
terior; Mr. Crerar, minister of agri­
culture, and that Mr. Sifton will ty 
willing to be secretary of state. The 
latter is also mentioned as a possible 
memlber of the war council at Lon­
don, with the prime minister and the 
minister of militia and a couple of 
others.

There is. however, a reverse side 
of the picture, according to some 
people who ought to be pretty well 
posted. No agreement was reached 
today to begin with. Then the state­
ment is made that the government is 
less eager than it was a month or 
two ago. Many Conservatives believe 
that they can carry the west with the 
federal franchise legislation on a 
straight* party fight. Premier Sifton. 
It is said, will join the government In 
any event, but Messrs. Calder and 
Crerar have not yet definitely com­
mitted themselves-

London, Oct. 8.—(Via Reuter's Ot­
tawa agency.)—A Reuter despatch 
from Paris says:

"The correspondent of Le Matin 
with the British army says the Brit­
ish captured a German order of the 
day, relating to the enemy attack 
which was broken up by the British 
advance of Thursday, which reads:

“The British always respect the 
ambulance bearers and Red Cross- 
This is why commanders of units, 
companies and attacking sections 
should wear the Red Cross uniform 
when leading their men to the 
assault.’’

GERMAN NAVAL FORCES
OFF COAST OF SWEDEN German Infantry Moves Forward Near Polygon 

Wood After Heavy Barrage — British 
Artillery Fire Effective.

Enemy Offensive Against Helsingfors 
and Petrograd is Apparently 

Planned. f
7

London, Oct. 8.—Strong German 
naval forces have been observed off 
the Island of Bornholm and off the 
coast of Sweden, apparently confirm­
ing rumors of an Intended German of­
fensive against Helsingfors and Pet­
rograd, according to ai despatch to The 
Morning Post ,flrdm Stockholm. A 
traveler who ihas arrived In the Swed­
ish capital says he learned from a 
trustworthy source that considerable 
German forces aire soon to be assem­
bled in the Baltic, Including numer­
ous mine sweepers, seaplanes and 
transports. The German plan is be­
lieved to include an attack on Hel­
singfors by land and sea1.

, advances. The war office reports that 
the enemy was repulsed-

The statement follows :
“An infantry attack developed 

against our positions east of Poly­
gon (Wood after the enemy had put 
down a heavy barrage yesterday at 
dusk on our front between Hollebeke 
and Broodseinde. The attack was 
beaten off by our fire, a few prison­
ers remaining in our hands.

“We successfully raided the enemy’s 
line east of Monchy last night.”

An Associated Press despatch from 
the British front says:

A counter-attack by the Germans in 
force east of Polygon Wood, in the re­
gion of Reutel, last even.ng, was 
quickly beaten off by artillery and 
machine gun fire. The front Involved 
was over a width of about 600 yards. 
The attack was preceded by a heavy 
artillery barrage which was put down 
not only in this section but along the 
greater portion of the new bat tie line.

The rain of yesterday turned the 
Flanders battlefield into a mass of 
deep mud and filled the shell holes 
with waiter, making most difficult mili­
tary operations t>f ail sorts. The sun 
was shining this morning, but it will 
take several days of fair weather to 
repair the damage done yesterday.

Of.im all along the fighting lines 
during the night is reporred.

REPULSED, SAYS BERLIN
Berlin, via London, Oct. ff.—(British 

admiralty per wireless press)—The of-
( Concluded on Page 2. Column 6).

(London, Oct- 8.—Altho stormy wea­
ther still continues in the fighting 
area in (Flanders, the artillery con­
tinues active, says the official report 
from British headquarters in Fiance 
and Belgium tonight. The text 
reads:

“Stormy weather continued thruout 
the_ day, heavy rain having fallen. 
Both artilleries were active during 
the day on the Ypres battlefront. 
There was nothing of interest on the 
remainder of the British front.

“There was a short spell of fair 
weather on Sunday before the heavy 
rain which fell almost all day. While 
this lasted considerable work was done 
by our artillery machines and our 
bombing machines dropped over two 
and a half tons of explosives on the 
Station and Courtrai railway stations 
and on other targets. The enemy 
showed marked activity 1n the vicinity 
pf our newly-won territory and at­
tacked our bombing machines ambi­
tiously. Two hostile machines were 
brought down and three were driven 
down out of control One of our ma­
chines is missing."

;
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AMERICAN PATROL BOAT 

FIRES ON ITALIAN SUB.
I

; Cham1
Gloves
Pair

One could Undersea Vessel Failed to Answer 
Signals—Two Men Killed.

Washington, Oct. 8.—Vice-Admiral 
Sims cabled the navy department to­
day that an American petrol vessel, on 
duty at night in the war zone, had 
fired on an Italian sutornarine which 
failed to answer recognition signals, 
killing one officer and one enlisted 
man.

While details of the Incident still 
are unknown here, the fact that an 
officer and an enlisted man were kill- 
id indicates that the American gun­
ners landed a shot iii the submarine’s 
conning tower, the victims being the 

the periscope and the blue- 
the wheel.
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'* PROPOSALS BY WESTERNERS.bitter
Ottawa, Oct. 8.—At a late hour to. 

night .the expectation is that there will 
toe no official announcement (before to. 
morrow as to the success or failure 
of the negotiations between Sir Rotot. 
Borden and western Liberals, looking 
to the organization of a union gov­
ernment. The western group 
slightly augmented this morning by 
the arrivai of T. A- Crerar, president 
c.f the Grain Growers’ Grain Company, 
who has been mentioned in connec­
tion with present and past negotia­
tions as a probable cabinet minister 
tor Manitoba.

Subsequent to the meeting of tile 
cabinet council today, the western 

were in conference with Sir Rotot.

Have HEAVY ARTILLERY 
ACTION CONTINUES

ould be un­
plain

tching.
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1
Much Discontent Among

German Munition Workers
s Tuesday 49c officer

jacket
Secretary Daniels at once sent a 

message to the Italian ministry of ma­
rine, expressing the deepest regret over 
the unfortunate occurrence, and ten­
dering bis and the American navy's 
sympathy for the lose of life.

French and Enemy in Duel 
at Points in 

Belgium.
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Geneva, Oct. 8.—The Swiss labor 
Journal, Mettalurglste, gives official 
statistics showing that 68,137 muni­
tions workers from 109 factories in 
Germany went out on strike during the 
first three months of the present year, 
as compared with about 3,000 men 
from 23 factories during the same per­
iod in 1916. 
strikes were bad and insufficient food 
and the higher cost of living.

Paris. Oct. 8.—In the official state­
ment issued by the war office tonight 
heavy artillery actions are reported 
along various points ot the French 
front, particularly In Belgium and in 
the region of Hurtebise and Craonne. 
No mention is made of infantry opera­
tions. The communication reads:

“There were artillery actions at 
various points along the front, partic­
ularly in Belgium In the region of 
Hurtebise and Craonne.”

French positions on the Aisne and 
Champagne fronts were attacked last 
night by the Germans without suc­
cess, the war office announced in the 
afternoon statement. The artillery duel 
in Be’gium continues. The statement 
fol’ows:

‘The artillery fighting was contin­
ued in a spirited manner in Belgium 
and on the Aisne front, 
made several attacks against 
small posts in the region of Bovettes 
and Craonne and also in Champagne, 
n the sectors of Main-de-Mflslges and 

/.lont Haut. All tilese attempts were 
repulsed and we took prisoners. Else­
where the night was calm.”

seams
d at

men
Borden and Hon. A. Meighen. This 
evening, they held a confiai) among 
themselves, but did not subsequently 
issue a statement. i

It is understood that at th
held today the Liberals made

GERMAN PIRATES TAKEN
OFF THE FUI ISLANDSLondon, Oct. 8.—The Germans made 

an attack last evening on British posi­
tions east of Ypres, where the Brit­
ish recently have made important

The reasons for the

1e oon.Whaleboat is Equipped With Gun and 
Machina Guns for Raiding 

Purpose».
ference
certain proposals to the government 
which are being considered by 8dr 
Robert Borden, while they have under 
review suggestions as to a basis ot 
union made by the prime minister.

Wish Tariff Policy.
The Ottawa Citizen, state» that Tt 

is understood that apart from getting 
•particu’ar portfolios the western Lib­
erals want a few other thing» cleared

c IAUSTRIAN BASE IS BADLY DAMAGED 
BY AN ITALIAN SURPRISE AIR ATTACK

London, OcL 8. — An Exchange 
Telegraph despatch from Melbourne 
say* it is reported there that a whale­
boat with a crew of Germans from the 
raider See-Adler has been captured in 
the vicinity of the Fiji Islands. The 
boat contained a gun and machine 
guns, the despatch eays, and the Ger­
mans admitted they had been detailed 
from the See-Adler to make raids.

The presence ‘ of two German sea 
raiders in the South Pacific was made 
known in despatches from Samoa to 
the navy department last week. Botn 
vessels were said to have been 
maimed by the crew ot the See-Adler.
Several merchantmen £re reported to 
have been sunk. The See-Adler was 
active in the South Atlantic last 
spring, sinking 11 merchantmen there, street-

from their trunks.

°D* REFINERS’ STRIKE
AT TAMPICO SETTLED i!per

yard
•*«lco City. Oct. 8.—Word was re- 

®#Vea here today from Tampico that
strike

London, Oct. 8.—(Via Reuter’s Ottawa Agency).—Reuter’s has received the details from Italian head- 
quarters of a great surprise attack by an Italian air squadron où the important naval base at Cattaro, on 

The naval establishments covered a wide area and harbored every Kind of war craft,

i (Concluded on Page 2, Column 4), 

DINEEN’S SEASONABLE HATS.
which has been in . pro - 

since last woek in the oil refin- 
j®*» has been settled, and that the 

. °*ve promised to return to work 
is p™°riow morning. Credit for the 

th»0*.adjustment of the strike and 
K « hosence of violence is given to 

R#faut of Tamaulrpas. who 
immediately to Tampico 

,% o,, strong force of troops, when
H jL. went out, and always has

situation well in hand.

t of Oct. 4.
oepots, magazines, arsenals, barracks and strong anti-aircraft defences.
The raiders set out on a clear night, but when over the sea ran into a dense fog, preventing the

an Italian destroyer. Nevertheless, they successfully navigated

i the n
many

Those heavy-weight felts, hard and 
soft, for winter wear. Without 
ceptlon the largest and most attract­
ive assortment of men’s hats in Can­
ada- Price» $2.50 up. and are excep­
tional quality. Dineeo'a 1(9 (Tonga

The enemy ex­pilots receiving the prearranged signals fromour

Today 
a. m.

depot, military sheds and various areas. __ .
anti-aircraft guns, but the aviators safely returned after covering 400 kilometres.

is
1

.J I

KERENSKY MANAGES 
TO SETTLE RUSSIAN 

CABINET SQUABBLE
« Petrograd, Oct. 8.—After a 

conference of three hours of 
members of the government. 
Including Premier Kerensky, 
with a delegation representing 
the democratic congress, and 
with representatives of the 
bourgeoisie, a complete agree­
ment was reached an all ques­
tions.
that the government purposed 
Immediately to form a com­
plete cabinet, so that the re­
constituted coalition govern­
ment might be able to go to 
work at once on the basis ’aid 
down.

In view of the government’s 
objections the representatives 
of the democratic congress 
withdrew their request that 
one of their delegates partici­
pate in the forthcoming Inter­
allied conference in Paris.

The premier declared
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