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presjved and safeguarded without any legislative enactmentI had no reason to believe nor do I believe that the peo^e of

IbLTanTrrr '^ '^ ^^"^~"^' '^ '-^- '-honor-able than the people of my own province; but if strict adherenceto the constitution adopted in 1867 would give to the minority^eater safeguards, as was argued by the Government up^rteiito whom I have alluded, it was not the less our duty aTloySCanadians to follow that course, based as it would be uL theundamental articles of our constitution framed b^ "rw^cfathers of Confederation. ^

vinJrTn T ^T^^^'^^ *° y°''' ™y ^«"o^ "ti^ens of the Pro-V nee of Quebec the importance of strictly adhering to the ter^s

the rilhTTr"-
''°"'" "^^*^ '^ '"^^ Province'of Quebe^the rights which you so zealously cherislv^d so stoutly maintain

ZZ ^"^'"', "P°" *^"* constitution. The west Is g^wfn"rapidly m population and in importance. In the futu™ youwill be constrained to rely even more strongly than in the pit

IZfwlf'^"? "''^' *^^* constitution affords. tCwho hink to gam by departing from its terms to-day may l^etenfold by a further departure to-morrow. Was it wisrwaL itprudent for the Government to attempt to amend or a t^rToseprovisions of the Federation Act which in my opin on weredesigned not only for the four original provinci bu for tLse

-itfTrtoVh
"'"'""' .'^^°™^ '"^™^«" °^ *h« Confed rition

the no' ^rr°"^^''*"^"**"«'«^^l**»^« power betweenthe Dominion and the several provinces

«nnn^r"
"^^^^^ "^^^ *''" ^"^'"P* ^^^^^ I" the fi^t placeupon the assertion that the Act of 1875 contained a compactbetween Canada and the people of the then territories by wKthe provisions and restrictions imposed bv that Act sCidcontinue for all time to come, and even after theestab ishm^tof new provinces in these very territories. If that 4rrsothen, as the Minister of Justice of that day admitted there wigood gi^und for argument that the rights LuM c^ntlntl^^^the terms of my amendment. But if the Act of 1875 c^Ltltuted a compact with respect to education, why did not t^e Act

toISTT'T. '""'"^ "^"' '^^'P^'^* -'*»' respect to the

bLJ P^«n<^h language? Yet when Mr. Monk and MrBergeron pressed this argument upon the Prime Minister the[rmotion was rejected, their plea was disregarded, and the alleeedcompact was absolutely ignored.
^^


