
MOTH AND RUST
selves, except on one occasion, when the good man
had preached earnestly against drunkenness, and
a respectable widow had ceased to attend divine

service in consequence, because, as she observed,

she was not going to be spoken against like that

by any one, be they who they may, after all the

years she had been "on the teetotal."

Perhaps the two farmers who had driven over
resplendent wives in dogcarts had treasure on
earth. They certainly had money in the bank at

Mudbury, for they were to be seen striding in in

gaiters on market day to draw it out. But then
it was well known that thieves did not break
through into banks and steal. Banks sometimes
broke of themselves, but not often.

On the whole, the congregation was at its ease.

It felt that the text was well chosen, and that it

applied exclusively to the four occupants of "the

Squi.cVpew.

The hard-worked Vicar certainly had no treas-

ure on earth, if you excepted his principal posses-

sions, namely, his pale wife and little flock of rosy

children : and these, of course, were only encum-
brances. Had they not proved to be so? For his

cousin had promised him the family living, and


