
REVIEWS WORK OF SESSION

Premier McBride Sum* Up Remits AccomplUhed by Leg-

islature and Deals With Salient Features of

Many Important Measures Passed.

"It Is a little lato, is it tint?" qucriPd

Promirr Jtrnridc, as tlio rrprosPiitativo

of till' Ciilonist iiwkfd him for a re-

view (pf the work of the late session

of the legislature.

nettcr late than never," was the re-

sponse, "besidis, good things are al-

ways in season."

"I have no objection, if you have

not," wa.s the Premier's further re-

marli; "but," with a merry twinkle In

his eye, "if thf Jolonlsl is aecused of

piibli.^hinp belated news, the re.^pon-

sibllity is on you, not on me."

"We cheerfully accept the responsi-

bility," remarked the Colonist repre-

scnt.-itive, and, with this prologue, the

interview was proceeded with.

"There were two things about the

late session that especially pleased

me," began Mr. McBrlde. "The ttrst

was. It was short, sharp and decisive,

to use a familiar election phrase. The
second was that the average standard

of debate was higher than It ever has

bcLii in my experience o£ the House;

and, what Is still more gratifying, the

amenities of debate were, with a very

few exceptions, well observed."

"I suppose it might be well in deal-

ing with a general rev..3\7 of the woi k

of the session, which was •" a most

important character throughout, to

consider it under the dil'i:r2.i: heads

under which the various measures

might fall—such as fmanje, agricui-

ture, mining, labor, education, land,

timber, and so on."

The Treasury.

'•To begin with finance, the minister

In charge of that department, Captain

Victoria Colonist, May W, I'M'S.)

Tatlow, presented a hlRhiy gratifslng

budfiet, introduced one or two meas-

ures that have met with much favor,

and made announcements of other

good things in prospect. The care-

ful gu;ir(liunshi|) of the treasu.y, the

cxerci.se of economies In the public

service wherever possible, and the gen-

i ral reorganization of the finances, to-

gether with tlie opening up of new

.sources of revenue, have restored the

credit of the province, and placed it

higher than it ever was before; and

have also not only greatly imreased

the revenues and afforded substan-

tial surpluses, but have led to an ex-

traordinary reduction of debt In a very

short time. Theoe resulU have been

very gratifying to the government,

and 1 need not say to the country as

well. It has been possible, as a con-

sequence, to reduce taxation In sev-

eral directions, and to Increase the ap-

propriations for new and needed public

works. The province Is now in a pos-

ition in which It never was before to

prepare for the opening up of what I

have called 'New British Columbia,' to

undertake surveys on a considerable

and systematic basis, and to meet the

further responsibilities that the advent

of new lines of transcontinental rail-

ways will Impose, the nature of which

I need not discuss. As I have stated

on many previous occasions, the suc-

cess of our financial policy, the put-

t'ng to rest of political turmoil arising

out of unsett!ed conditions, and the

general trend of our legislation and

administration, have had a direct ef-

fect upon the activities of the coun-


