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115 EXPLAINED, JUSTIFIEU, AND OI8TINGUISHED. 5

According to my ability, then, would I speak on these

[joints— the truths, the justifications, and the differences

of Unitarian Christianity ;— by inv'-fation front this soci-

ety, but not with any authority except such as belongs to

honest private conviction, and a somewiiat large acquain-

tance with the opinions entertained by other Unitarian

believers here and elsewhere. They have no accepted

creed which I may quote, no formularies of faith nor

symbolical books which they recognize as containing the

only accredited exposition of their views, and no ecclesi-

astical body from which such an exposition might ema-

nate. The right and duly of personal inquiry, which are

the elementary principles of liieir religious B'.ale, preclude

any attempt to utter other than private persuasions or the

impressions which a wide and careful obsevation may

have given. Such observation will lead any one to a

knowledge of certain great doctrines which are held in

common by Unitarians in America and in Europe, and

will show that they accord in respect to the grounds of

their belief, and in their dissent from many popular rep,

resentations of the Gospel.

What are the truths of Unitarian Christianity ? What

do Unitarians believe? This is the first question, and it

is one which thousands might ask under a profound igno-

rance even of the nature of the reply that would be given.

So little pains have been taken to learn what we really

hold as truth, and so great misapprehension prevails, that

the simplest statement of our faith may not be out of

place. We believe, then, in God, as the Supreme, Per-

feet, and Infinite Being, Lord of heaven and earth,

Author of all life. Source of every blessing. Searcher of

hearts, and Judge of men. We believe in his universal,
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