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that the Danes derived a profit, under a strict sys-

tem of monopoly; no foreigners being allowed to

trade with th<; Esquimaux, and they, on the other

hand, having sitrict injunctions to lodge everything

they do not require for private use, in the public

store. The quantity of seal-blubber in store, which

was equal to as much oil, amounted to nigh upon 100

tons ; the number of seals annually destroyed must

be enormous : this says much for the industry of the

natives.

The Esquimaux appeared all comfortable and well

to-do, well clad, cleanly, and fat. Most of them had

moved for a while into their summer lodges, which

consist of little else than a seal-skin tent, clumsily

supported with sticks They were more than suffici-

ently warm ; and the number of souls Inhabiting one

of these lodges appeared only to be limited by the

circle of friends and connexions forming a family.

The winter abode—formed almost underground,—ap-

peared decidedly well adapted to afford warmth, and

some degree of pure ventilation, in so severe a cli-

mate, where fuel can be spared only for culinary

purposes ; and I was glad to see that, although ne-

cessity obliges the Esquimaux to eat of the oil and

flesh of the seal and naorwhal, yet, when they could

procure it, they seemed fully alive to the gastronomic

pleasures of a good wholesome meal off fish, birds'

eggs, bread, sugar, tea and coffee.


