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I.—Introduction

The history of the composition of ocean water is a auestinn of

of erosion and denudation of land surfaces of the globe and on'h-other, of the formation of all the sedimentao^ strata T^'e
"1°

s.nce the first condensation of water on thT roclcrust o The eaXhas acted as a g.gantic solvent, and the salts it now holds in solution'

a leach.ng and filtenng agent. The sedimentary rocks are thus but »vas prec,p,.ate from the ocean of what had been partly s spTnded
'

dpartly dissolved matter in it during all the geol^gicaiS Ththistory of the composition of the ocean is on this vifw hf ,

of the history of all the terrigenous changes rsaryofiutuTl";the pages of the record of events that have transformJ the sur^e o"
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