
4

APPENDIX. 609

have a Gonimitteo in order to ascertain who are the gentlemen who wen*

and deliberately bought those documents from Sir Hugh Allan. That may

be fair war, but some one said it was striking below the belt. The man

who goes deliberately and bribes people to hand a man's private letters,

is a man who will be marked as a criminal all his life, and the man who

goes and deliberately purchases private letters for any purpose, even

though it may do good to the public, and expose a corrupt government,

will be generally condemned. Then we come down to a litclo more in-

famy. \Vhen I tell you that a letter of mine, addressed to a colleague at

Montreal, was deliberately stolen, and when I tell you there is no doubt

that it was stolen because it was thought to contain something that could

be made politically useful, you can understand what infamy that is.

Mr. Blain' rose to a point of order, and submitted that this question wad

not before the house.

Mr. Speakek ruled against him stating that it came on the address, which

covered all grounds.

Sir John Macdonald—When I wrote that letter to ray colleague, the

Minister of Agriculture, I sent, at the same time, thi«e telegrams to three

different places, and that telegj-am was seen by s'mie one acting in the in-

terests of the Opposition, and from it they supposed that the letter would

be connected with the Pacific railway matter. That letter was deliber

ately stolen, not only stolen but was stolen by an olKcer of the Post Office

Department. I say stolen by an officer who was bought by some one, and

who will some day, not long distant, for the evidence is being followed up

and has not been abandoned, be found out, and it will be shown that he, be-

lieving that the letter contained something that would criminate the govern-

ment, stole it from the office and handed it over to be used in the manner

the house was aware of. True it was that the letter contained nothing re-

specting the Pacific railroad. I have got evidence beyond the possibility of

a doubt, that my telegrams were stolen from Sir Hugh Allan's office, aay

after day ; that a man went to the office night after night, after six o'clock,

and copied those telegrams, and brought, them down and sold them to the

opposition ; that the safe of the office was not broken, and that after the

documents were copied and sworn to by the man, he was paid money for

them. I state this in presence of the house and of the country ; and there

was such a dishonest system of espionage carried on. And I say more than

this, I join with the hon. nietnbei for Bothwell in asking fof the committee,

before which I will prove all that I have said, and will put a credible wit-

nees in the box, who will swear he saw it with his own eyes. You can

iudge how poorly the government has been treated. In fact no govern-

ment in the world could exist if every drawer ia to be searched, if every
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