
•t 0>i the (laic of the J'n'sl DiMroren/ of Ihe Jiiiiuwiiii C'oiiliiieitL

1 l!(7, mid lint ill 1 11) t. uliicli [ mIimII prcsciillv lav l)('r()n' von. Ncvcrtliolrss, lie

concliitli's liis coiniiH'iits with the Inllowiiii^' (M'litciK'c I'roin tlicsc con sidcr.-it ions

I repent llifil the V(iy;ii''e ol' 1 11)1, :iii(l the hie;ilitv ol' tlie ' priiiKi vista ' in ("iipe

Hretnn, .ippe.ir to Jnc to he (htiihtl'iil, Ihouyli I ifill not jirclaiid lo Hficuli di-ci.

sircli/ Oil Ihf .siihji'cl
."

At the close ol' the volume is inserted as an appendix, // Lclh'r on Iho l\)\f(iijvH

of .loliii iiinl Sfhiistiini i'liliol, \)\ M. d'A\e/,ae, of l';iris, in \vhi<-h, aCler the

"•latenirnt ol' his reasons, tliat eminent sitrou/ tlins ennneiales his eonelnsions :

'• / ii.s.f/nj/i' il llicii ii,s (I J'lirl lo hr lifrrnflcr iniroii/cslrtl, f^v / liarc ti/inii/s

i-i'lliirdi'tl il iis iiivoiilcxliihlr, tlnil Iho Jlrxt disi'orcrii of Coljot ini.s wade l/ir 2'ilh

ifl dime, 111)1." Now v\iien so distinct a declaralion is pnl i'oi'lh lt\ one who
lias i-ivined loi' hinistdl' a worhl-\vi(h' repntation I'or learning'', industi'V, and <Titical

>ns''aeit,v, I Tear that J risU tho ciiar^'o of i^'i'eat, pi'csnniption in venliii'in^' to

contest what my lionoiii'cil I'rieiid has prononn<'C([ to he incontestahle ; on the

oilier hand, I run a similar risk of heini'' thoui^hl waiitiiiij,' in that modesty whicii

('istiiinnislies my I'l-iend .Mr. K(dil when he hesitates to rej(U't the py'niiii rishi

oT 1 l!)l. altoi^other, hut sim])iy regards it as doidifl'ul. .Meanwhile Initli is ol'

more im|iortanct; than even these consith'rations, and, if I can only succeed in

eslahlisUini;' my ])oint, .Mr. Kcdil will not ohject to see the evidence witii wliicli

he is Ml well aciiuaintcd jdaced in a new li-ht ; nor shall I liiid any where, as I

well know from experienc'-, a more lari;v-minde(l and generous apprecialor ol'

l!ie IriiMi than my honoured friend .M. d'A vezac, who, in his lon^' :uid distin-

Uiiished li, has liimsell' served t lu; cause of truth loo ol'len to olijeel to its

(lev( lopiiu'iU he it hv whom it may.

.Now, since in this discussion the piece de vesislnnee is the ari^'umont on Avhich

y\. d'.Vvc/ac bases his I'irm conviction that the date of the tirst sii-lit of the

Last Coast of America by the Cabots was on St. John's Day, tho 211 h dune,
MOt, I tliink it riylit to lay lieforc you his own statement in his own woi'ds, as

rendered into Knylisii by the cdit(n' of the work [ have mentioned. For brevity's

sake, I of cour.sc ([note only those portions of ^i. d'Avezac's letter wii -h hear

(il recfly upon the point with wliicli I am dealini-'. lie says

I come now to the malt(M' in hand. In some place, mor(> or less obscure, in

the rcLiioii of (ionoa. if not in tli(> City of Palaces its(>lf (perhaps precisel\ in

Casti<^'lion(>), toward the middle of the llfteenth century, as I sujipose, dolin

Cahota, Caboto, or Caliot was born, avIio, early in 1 100 at the latest, went lo

live at Venice
; married there a dauyhter of the country, by whom he had

three sons ; ami there, after liftecn years of residence, and by liu u...i,ui;ious

I


