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must rest on the assimilation in culture of its

races, without which there cannot be self-

government. It may be said this problem is

being solved ir the United States as regards its

southern negro population, but with what ad-

vpntages ? Z^'irst, an overwhelming American

civilized populatioii, and then a black people,

Christian, and trained in civilized usages. In

South Africa, on the other hand, we have to do

with race3 deg'^aded, barbarous, polygamists,

with the power of Christianity as yet imperfectly

developed. Mr. Trollope, in his recent work on

South Africa, has very well seized this point

and illustrated how arduous must be its solu-

tion.

We would now glance at some leading facts

relating to these tribea. There is their origin.

All their traditions point to the north-east

—

Egypt or the sources of the Nile—as the cradle

of their race. It is thus, for instance, as *vr

have already noticed, that the Bechuanas still

bury their dead with their faces turned in this

direction. Mr. Merensky observes :
—

" The

houses of the natives in Abyssinia are almost

exactly the same as those of the Bechuanas or

Basutos in South Africa. When we saw pictures

of Magdala and other villages of the Abys-


