
INTRODUCTION.

The compilation of tlui follow iuj; iia^-rs wus ((mimooccMl.

rluiing the past wiutor, at tho rc(iuost of Hoveral j^'tMitlonicn

who have taken a deep interest in the question of a Clonfi Icni-

tion of the British American (Colonies. The ( "onfcrcnccvs hold

in the Maritime rrovinccH and in Canada, in conncclioii with

that question, in tlie autumn of 1H(» I, have cxiilcd a «ir('al deal

of public attention in (rrcat Britain and America: and It has

been considered, that—notwithstanding^ the eonlidentlal man-

ner ill which the proceedings of the ('onferences were con-

ducted—there should be some connected accoui\t of their

meetings—of the times and places when and where they met—
and of some of the leading incidents connected with tlie great

business entrusted to them. Tho most important of tlicsf*

incidents were the utterances of the Delegates on important

public occasions.

It has been the object of the Compiler to collect all the prin-

cipal speeches delivered on those occasions. They contain

valuable information bearing upon the interests of tho Colonics

;

and nearly all abound with high-toned patriotic sentiments

which entitle them to a more lasting record than could be

allotted to them in the newspapers of the passing hour.

The speeches herein presented have been revised with much
care. The Compiler has availed himself, in all cases where he

could do so conveniently, of the polite attention of the speakers

residing in the several Provinces, in assisting him to correct

the en*or8 that were necessarily attendant upon hastily prepar-

ed newspaper reports. This has certainly delayed the issuing

of the present little work, but it is to be hoped that it may be
all the more useful from the delay, as bting more coiTcct than

otherwise it would be.

This little book makes no pretension to the dif»nity of author-

ship, and on that account it may not be supposed to be within

tlie range of criticism. The Compiler cannot, however, but
expect that those who look with an unfavorable eye on Con-
federation will find sometliing to cavil at in these pages. It is

the fashion of some persons—wise in their own conceit—to


