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truth. The individual last alluded to is Mr. Roblin, then member for
the county of Prince Edward, and the offices which he received while
eerving on the Oxford Committee were the Collectorship of Customs
at Ficton, the Agency for Crown Innds and the Registrar»hip of the
County, lie, of course, vHcated his seat in Parliament; and, to the
deep mortitication of the iMinistoi!!, a Reformer waa elected in hi?

place. I will not tre.-^pasa on your J^ordship's time by referrini^ to the
contested elections for Middlesex and West llalton, neither of which
were decided on the merits, and the petit ionors in both cases obliged to

give »p the contest after vain efforts to obtain justice. I will content
myself by assuring your Lordship that the prcient parliamentary ma-
jority has been obtained by the grossest fraud, and that the House of
Assembly does not represent the public opinion of the country.

I have called your fjordsliip's aiiention to the treatment which the
opposition bus received from theiVIinisters and their supprters in the
matter of the contested elections ; let me now state the circumstances
under which Mr. Inspocfor (ieneral Caylcy obtained a seat in Parlia-

ment. When that gentleman accepted office he was comparatively

speaking unknown never having taken any part in public affairs, tt

was necessary for him to obtain a seal in Parliament, and Ministerial

influence was insufficient to prucure one by legitimate means. After

fruitless efforts in other (juarters, the member for the county of Huron
(Dr. Dunlop) was literally purchased with an officelreated for the oc-
casion and the duties of which he is wholly incapable of performing.

Dr. Dunlop made no secret of the terms of the contract and frankly in-

formed his »ronstituents that his necessities compelled him to accede to

them. Tiio influence of the Government in a new and thinly peopled

county was sufHcient to sec(irp IVlr. Cayley's election. I putjt to your
L'jrdship whether such tiMincking witii the patronage of the Crown
would be tolerated in England.
Your liordship has doubtless been assured that Lord Metcalfe was

eminently snccesf^fiil in his (lovernment of Canada and that he left be-

hind him an administration strong in public confidence. Your Lord-
ship may have heard of the " Caron correspondence " which was
brought to light during la!=t .Session. You ought most certainly to

fjoruse it. Fi'oin it you will learn that previous to the departure of

Ijord Metcalfe, Mr Draper the bviding member of the administration

opened a nogotialion with Mr. Caron an avowed member of the oppo-

sition party, the object of which was to roconstrurt the administration

in such a manner as to obtain for it a larger amount of parliam<^nlary

support. Mr. Caron did not prelend to be the leader of the opposition,

and he was authoriz d by Mr. Draper to consult with hi? iriends. He
accordingly opened a correspondeiioe wilh Mr. LaFontaiuethe acknow-
ledged leader of the opposition, and urged him to consent to an arrange-

ment under which Mr. Morin another opposition leader would be

brought into power wilh oilier friendn, while Mr. LaFontaine to whom
personal objections wen- cMicrtainL'd by liord Metcalfe was to be pn>-

vided'for on the bench or oiherwise. In t!io course of this correspon-

dence Mr. Draper fully Hdmiit'.'d the weakness of the administration a*

• hen constructed. Mr. LaFontaine refuted to be a party to any such

arrangement as was propo:?ed but .sngges-ted the constitutional mode of


