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with like directions ; in the mean time, J recon-

noitered the best ground to make a defence,

expecting Col. Brown's party was landed on the

other side of tho town, he having, the day before,

agreed to give three huzzas with his men early in

the morning, which signal I was to return, that

we might each know thu^ both parties were land-

ed ; but the sun, by this time, being nearly two

hours high, and the sign failing, 1 began to con-

clude myself to be in a premunire, and would

have crossed the river back again, but I knew the

enemy would have discovered such an attempt

;

and as there could not more than one third part of

my troops cross at one time, the other two-thirds

Iwould of course fall into their hands. This I could

ot reconcile to my own feelings as a man, much

ess as an officer: I therefore concluded to main-

ain the ground, if possible, and all to fare alike,

n consequence of this resolution, I despatched

wo messengers, one to Laprairie, to Col. Brown,

nd the other to PAssomption, a French settle-

ent, to Mr. Walker, #ho was in our interest,

equesting their speedy assistance, giving them,

t the same time to understand my critical situa-

ion. In the mean time, sundry persons came to

y guards, pretending to be friends, but were by

em taken prisoners and brought to me. These

ordered to confinement, until their friendship
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