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of the population would, of necessity,

be speedily filled. The correctness of

this position depends entirely upon the

age of the persons who emigrate. The
present annual increase of the population

of Great Britain and Ireland is about

870,000 individuals. Now, if this number
of new-born infants were annually re-

moved, the population, ccBteris paribus,

would remain stationary. But, inasmuch
as only 2iiO,000 persons, of each sex, arrive,

annually, at the age of eighteen, it is

obvious that, if, out of the 500,000 persons

thus annually arriving at the marriage-

able age, so large a number as 370,000
were to be annually removed to the colo-

nies, the mother country would be speedily

depopulated ; because the remaining por-

tion of those who arrive at maturity would
not be sufficient to keep up the present
number of the population. These are, I

believe, the prmcipal objections which
are usually urged against the principle of
colonisation ; and those who employ them
generally conclude by a touching appeal
to the patriotism of the poor, forbidding
them to violate, by emigrating, the at-

tachment which they owe to their country.
Assuredly, there is no sentiment of the
human breast more truly estimable than
the love of one's country ; but when we
find that the wealthier classes of society, to

which those who speak this language be-
long, willingly consign their own children
to an exile of thirty years' duration in

India,— if, by doing so, they can make a
satisfactory provision for them,— it srems
almost as if we were mocking the sensi-

bilities of the poor when we tell them that
they ought rather to perish in wretched
indigence at home than to live in comfort
and independence in the colonies. No,
Sir, instead of circumscribing their pa-
triotism within the limits of a parish or a
province, we ought rather to teach them
to indulge the more expansive nationality
of regarding every portion of the British
empire as the home of the enterprising
and the free.

Assuming, now, that I have convinced
the House that colonisation ought to
be undertaken by the State on a scale
commensurate with the wants of our
colonies, as well as of our own labour-
ing population, I next proceed briefly
to review what has been already ac-
complished towards the advancement of
this object, and to point out what still

remains to be done. The question of
emigration was, in our times, first brought
prominently forward by Sir Robert Wil-
mot Horton, who deserves much credit
for having forced it into consideration at
ft time when the public fecl'M;? was de-

cidedly adverse to its discussion. At his

instance, the parliamentary Committees
of 1827 and 1828 were appointed. They
recommended, in their Report, th-^t an
advance should be made, by way ot loan,

on annuity, for the purpose of settling a
portion of the surplus labourers of the
United Kingdom upon the unpeopled
lands of Canada. Under the system re-

commended by these Committees, the
labourer would have been placed in occu-
pation of a house and of a hundred acres
of land, and would have been expected to

repay all the expenses attending his lo-

cation, by an annuity which was to con-
tinue payable for sixty years. Through-
out all his publications, as well as in these
Reports, Sir Robert Wilmot Horton refers,

with great pride, to the success of the
Irish emigrants who were located in Ca-
nada, at the public expense, during the
years 1823 and 1825. As this experiment
IS of much importance in its bearings
upon the general question of emigration,
I may be allowed to mention its details.

In 1823, 568 emigrants, of the poorest
class, were sent out from Ireland, and lo-

cated in Upper Canada at an expense of

12,593/. ; and, in 1825, 2024 persons were
in like manner sent out and located, at an
expense of 43,145/. It will be perceived
that the expense amounted to about 22/.

per head ; but, in the case of these set-

tlers, no repayment whatever has been
required. I cannot refuse myself the
pleasure of quoting an extract from a
published letter from Chief Justice Robin-
son to Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, de-
scriptive of their present condition. It

was written during the year 1839 :—
You may be assured that you have net ex-

pressed yourself too strongly respecting the
favourable change in the condition of the poor
Irish who were taken to Upper Canada in 1823
and 1825, in consequence of your benevolent
exertions. . . . You would find the former
tenant of a wretched hovel, without object in
life, and almost without power to do anything
but mischief, become the absolute proprietor m
a hundred acres of land, paying no rent, and,
it may almost be said, wuh truth, paying no
taxes.

There is much more to the same effect,

enlarging upon the happy change which
has taken place in their condition, and the
gratitude which they feel towards the
British Government for having enabled
them to obtain it. Sir R. W. Horton has
recently promulgated the .same views as
those embodied in the Reports of the
parliamentary Committees over which he
presided. He now recommends that one
million ofpersons should be removed fVom
Ireland and located in Canada, at an ex-
pense of 12,000,000/., or CO/, for etich


