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boar have been in Britarin. The black moose
deer are said to liave been sometimes twelve
feet in height, while the species called the grey
seldom exceed rlie lieight of a horse. Both
have large palniated horns, weighing thirty or

forty pounds. Mr, Pennant mentions a pair

that iveighcd fifty-six pounds, the length being
thirty-two inches. Tlic moose deer is only a

large species of the elk, and is found in the
northern parts of the United States ; while the

rein deer inhabits the northern regions of Bri-

tish America. The American stag rather ex-

ceeds the European in size, and is seen in great

numbers feeding in the rich savannas ot the

Missouri and Mississippi, where there are also

herds of that kind called the Virginian deer.

In the northern states are two kinds of bears,

both black ; but that carnivorous animal called

the ranging bear is found in all tlie states, as i.s

the wolf. Several kinds of foxes are also seen :

and the Avolverine seems a kind cf bear. The
animal most dreaded is the catamount, or cat of

the mountains, found in the northern and mid-
dle states, and is probably the same with the

jmma of Pennant, which he says is sometimes
in North America called the panther. One
killed in New Hampshire was six feet in length,

and the tail three ; but the length of the leg did

not exceed twelve inches. The cougar is about

five feet in length, and in the southern states is

called the tiger : but it is well known that the

ferocious animals of the new continent are to-

tally different from those of the old, there being

neither lions, tigers, leopards, nor panthers, in

the whole extent of America. A German mis-

sionary, who resided twenty-two years in Para-

guay, describes the tiger of that country as

marked with black spots, sometimes on a whit-

ish, sometimes on a yellowish groimd ; and says

that as the lions of Africa far exceed those of

Paraguay, so the African tigers greatly yield in

8176 to the ^Vmerican ; which may be just, as

the royal tiger seems peculiar to Asia. But he

adds that he has seen the skin of a tiger three

ells and two inches in length, or equal to that

of a large ox. This animal easily carries off a

horse or an ox ; and seems to exceed in size any
American beast of prey admitted in the system

of Buffon, ^^'hose fondness for theories is often

to be lamented ; and his Jaguar, or American
tiger, seems only a diminutive species.

The lynx, the ocelot, and the margay, are

smaller bea.sts of prey, of the cat kind. These

and many other animals supply fur."?. The bea-

ver is well known from the fur, and the singular

formation of his cabin, built in ponds for the

sake ot security ; but he seems to feed on the
twigs of trees, and not on fish, as commonly
supposed. This industrious animal is found in

all the states, and is somewhat imitated by the

'

musk rat, which likewise builds his hut in shal-

low streams. Some kinds of monkies are said

to be found in the southern states. The morse
or sea cow, and the seal, used to frequent the
northern shores ; and the manati, common in

South x^merica, is said sometimes to appear on
the southern coasts: this animal, which has fore

feet like hands, and a tail like a fish, while the
breasts of tlie female resemble those of a woman,
seems to be the mermaid of fable.

j^mong the birds there are many kinds of
eagles, vultures, owls , and numerous sorts cal-

led by European names, though generally dif-

ferent in the eye of the naturalist. The bird

called a turkey is peculiar to America, and
aboimds in tlie north. They were brought
from Mexico to Spain, and from Spain to Eng-
land about 152

» ; the African poultry, or me'
Icagrides, of more ancient authors, being Guinea
fowls. There are also birds which resemble the
partridge, ptarmigan, and quail, of Europe.—
Virginia abounds with beautiful birds, among
which is the humming bird, as already men-
tioned, while the wakon resembles the bird of
paradise : and it may be conceived that vast va-

rieties of aquatic birds crowd the numerous lakes

and rivers, the largest being the wild swan,
which sometimes weighs thirty-six pounds.
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Some of the frogs are of remarkable size ; and
the tortoise, or turtle, supplies a delicious food,

while the alligator is not unknown in the south-

ern rivers. Of serpents Mr. Morse enumerates
near forty kinds found in the United territories,

Virginia, in particular, producing great num-
bers. The rattlesnake is the largest, being from
four to six feet in length, and is one of the most
dreaded. Among the fisli are most of those

which are esteemed in Europe; and among
those that are peculiar may be mentioned that

large kind of white trout found in the lakes.

MiNi'.RAi.oGY. The mineralogy of the
United States will not supply an extensive

theme, as few substances are found, except
those whicK are indeed the most precious to

industry, iron and coal. In the district of

Main the foimderies are supplied with bog u*on

1

•^^•'


