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l-easonablc ; and therefore I resolved to go no fur-

ther, though I had no reason to be afraid for myself,

our order beinjj so numerous in New Mexico, that

on the contrary, 1 might expect to have had in that

country a peaceable and easy life.

We lay, during the time we were ashore, under

our canoe, supported with four forks, and made cur-

tains of some rolls of birch bark, hanging from the

top to the ground, to defend us from the rain. We
saw nobody, and therefore cannot tell whether that

coast be inhabited. We squared a tree of twelve

feet high, and making a cross of it, erected it in that

place, leaving there a letter signed by me and mj
two men, containing an account of our voyage,

country, and profession. Then kncvvling liear the

cross, we sung some hymns, and embarked again

on the first of April, to return towards the source of

the river.

It is observable that during the whole course of

our sailing, God protected us against the crocodiles,

which are very numerous in that river, especially

towards the mouth. They looked dreadful, and

would have attacked us, had we not been very care-

ful to avoid them.

Our canoe being loaded witl^ three men only

and our provisions, did not draw three inches wa-

ter, and therefore we could row very near the shore,

and avoid the current of the river. The next day,

April second, we saw, towards break of day, a great

smoke not far from us, and soon after discovered
four savage women loaded with wood, marching as

fast as they could to get to their village before us.

But some buzzards coming near us, one of my men
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