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debt of two millions storliii'j:, T do not think her divorce from Kiinlim,!^

and her union to the Ameriean lve|iul)lie, wouhl Net her much iit lier «'iisc.

'Those who cry out for umiexiition use all the argiiinent.s wliich

form the stock in trade of revolutionists in all rcffions—dilapidation

of the public funds, bad conduct of otbcials, nej^lect of the nusery

of the peoi)le, necessity for a thorouy-h reform in the administriition of

affairs. There are indeed savings to be etlected in the budget of

Canada, and considerai)le reforms to be accomplished in its Icf-isiation,

which presents a sinuular nnxture of old French customs with portions

of the code of Kny;land ; but in onh-r to effect these objects is it

absolutely necessary to have recourse U) the republican authority of

the United States? Can they not be accomplished gradually by

the will of the people through the votes of its Parliament ?
'

After some discussion of the union of the Provinces, especially

the olTence it had given the JMencli pjuty by its anticipati-d cHed

(m their power in parliament, M. Marniicr warns bis friends thai

this is but a secondary diuiger.

' In Aimexation, on the contrary, 1 see the rapid and radical amii-

hilation of all the remains of French nationality. Whatever resist-

ance the Canadians might offer to the inHuence of the United States,

tlieir primitive manners nuist be absorbed in the flood of mercantile

habits, their language effaced before another. Tliey would beconie

Americans. 'I'hey would drown themselves in the industrial whirlpool

of America, as the waters of their St. J^awrence amid the ^aves of

the occiin. Their religion, against whicii F^nglaml has never even

lifted a fiii<j:er, will be turned into derision, harassed, assailed by all

those tors of new «loctrines, by all those passionate declaimers

who til. .r against pupal idolatry in the American meetings^—by all

those sects which, under ui ''omital)le name*, swarm and nndtiply in

the States. IJut the Catholic religion is in Canada the keystone of

nationality. "Without if, adieu to the last vestige which the France of

other ayes has left in this distant country.'

IVIi'. Johnst(m arrives at a similar conclusion. The first move-

ment was made by the French Homanists of the Lower I^rovince,

the sec(md by the disgusted Ccmservativcs of Ui>pcr Canada.

' But,' savs he, ' to neither of these classes would any special ij^ood

flow from a union with the States. The Koman Catholic body,

as a whole, would acquire more power in Congress—and with a view

to this end the Romanists in the States may sympathise with and en-

courage their brethren in Canada to bring about the annexation ; but

in the Province itself they would certainly dispossess themselves of the

position they occupy as the church of Canada F^ast, and they would

very nmch endanger the large landed j)ossessions by which they are

at present enriched. Then, as to the Conservative nnnority in Upper
Canada, thev would be driven still further from office. As was the

case in the States when .Jefferson came into power, the democratic

element would increase in strength after the change ; and a party

wiiicli.
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