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*l,570,OV>'.>.08, and oxciae since lxs4 to

J880, §2ir.,244.;U, her right and impor-
tance must be conceded by all impartial

people. J t is evident that for some time
past an opinion has been gaining ground
and is rapidly acquiring force that Mani
toba is too much go\erned I >y < >ntario.

and it will be the duty of Manitobans to

insist upon their autonomy bemg freely

and fairly established as people of a

Canadian Province, and not as colonisis.

IM'BLIC LASD^.

With this issue of tho Moiuitaineer \vc

mail a folio containing a scries of letters

bearing on the present relation of Mani
toba to the Dominion. The pai)ers were
sent to us, with a request that we would
distribute them, and having hastily read
the letters and found them on the whole
free from party bias, and evidently
written in the interest of this L'rovince.

we willingly comply with that re<(ue,st.

and present them to oiu- readers to-day.

Very evidently the writer of these let-

ters has been at considerable pains to in-

form himself upon the several points dis-

cussed, and that he has handled the sub-

ject in a very able manner, no one, per
haps will deny, in our necessarily hasty
reading we detected a few weaknesses,
and in one case—at the beginning oi the
lifth letter, referring to the wild land
tax—positive, and we arc afraid willul,

mistatomeut ; but on the whole the
argument is very fairly and forciblyjput,

and in the conclusions arrived at we most
heartily concur. It is simply outrageous
that all the other Provinces of ithe Do-
minion shoidd hold public lands and
Manitoba none. The obvious injustice of

the arrangement is apparent at a glance.
Ijritish Coliunbia, with a fourth part
of our population and in receipt oi more
than double our revenue, receives a sum
equal to tho whole of our subsidy merely
for the right of way oi' the C. I', f.'.

throiigli ijer public lands, ami we of

Manitoba are compelled to bear a i>ortion

of this burden. Jjy what right, we would
like to ask. docs the Dominion take all

the land from one I'l-ovince and grant to

another an annual rent, eijual to more
than lull value, for a strip of land on
which to construct a public institution

from which the I'rovince receiving that

rent secures the greatest benetit—in fact,

almost the sole benelit ? Again, Prince
Kdwaril Island at the outset had no pub
lie lands. A certain sum was taken out
of the Dominion exche(|uer and handed
over to the authorities of that Province
with which to attain public lands. Ui"

that money so handed over, we of Mani-
toba have to pay our share, for it was
borrowed money. Dy what right does
the I'omiuion thus compel a Province,
which it has deprived of public lands, to

aid in securing public lands for another
J'rovinco nearly two thousand miles

away ' 'J'o change the quotation a little,

"taxation without benefit is tyi-anny,"

and what Ijeuoiit is it inteixded Manitobu.
having no lands of her own, shall receive

iVom being taxed, to provide lands for

L'rince i:]dwaid Island? ^'ot again, by
what right does ( anada appropriate wild

lands in this Province, where tho trea

sLuy is emi^ty; to aid in defraying the

cost of building a national highwiay
through < tntario, wluu-e the treasury is

overilowing, while the Avild lands m that

Province are left untouched? Half oi"

our available lands havmg been thuij ap-

propriated, by \vhat shadow of a right

does the Dominion claim to hold tho ba-

lance, all charges on tho land having
been long ago paid ?

Those are weighty problems, but they
are not difficult to solve. The answer to

each is : i'he right of might. When the
Dominion authorities decided to carve

out the Province of Manitoba, the terri-

tory embraced contained but few in-

habitants, and these few were not
elcomed worthy oi being consulted in

the matter. To be sure they rebelled,

l>ut the potent argument of lorcc
,
was


