
A BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE
Tcodor Josef Konrad Korzeniowski, known to us as

Joseph ( onrad, was born at lierdiczcw, in liussian Poland,
on December 3, 1857. His father, Apollo Korzeniowski
was, a. Conrad says, "a Pole, a C\atholic, a gentleman," aman of culture with a natural taste for good literature,
n.j ir.)ther, Evehna Bobrowski, belonged to the same class
o land-ownmg gentry. When Conrad was about five years
ot age, h.s father's j)articipation in a patriotic Polish in-
surrection agamst Russian domination was punished bv

her foil rr f'T''''''^''
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her followed her husband; but homesickness and the rigours
of he climate preyed upon a naturally delicate constitution
and she died in 1865, at the age of thirty-four. Four years
later Conrad's father died in the city of Cracow. Thus
before he was twelve, the boy had lost both father ai>d
mother. His mother's brother took charge of him and gavehim advice and help and affection.

In the year 1873 Conrad saw the sea for the first time^hen he visited Venice. Although he was inland bred, hehad long set his heart on going to sea, and the next year
at the age of seventeen, he went to Marseilles. Here he was'
at home, as he spoke French fluently and wrote it with anice feeling for style. He began to know the sea and during

? T""?,
of apprenticeship made several short voyages

In April, 1878, he left on board the English steamer L^,
bound for Constantmople with a cargo of coal. She returned

r«i« ^r^"" "^f^"''^
^°^ Lowestoft. On the 18th of June

18.8, the vessel reached her port. In his twenty-first yeai^
Conrad, with only a few words of English at his command,
cc. ur^ iooc lor lue nrst time on English soil. England
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