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Now, I would like 'to kaow If there Is
one lion, gentleman who sits behiad thie
ministers who will dare to go before
his constituents next year and. justify
or excuse that contract. I do not ask
wliat they wili do here, no doubt
they wlll vote that it was ail rigit ; but 1
ask, does any bion, gentleman feel la bis
heart that lie will be prepared to go before
bis constituents next year and justify or
excuse the goveram eut for eateriag lato
sucli an agreement as that witli a bankrupt
compuny dry on the rocks, with not a dol-
lar to biess Itself witb, la connection with
the greatest bridge la this world, costiag
millions ? And that was donc by the Fin-
ance Minister ns perhaps lie would buy a
horse or a cow la a liurry. I think probably
lie would take more trouble la getting an
estimate of the value of the borse or the
eliaracter of its owner. Thie only explana-
tion 1 ean see Is, that this contract
was one cbaracteristic of this govera-
met-lt was a deal with a middle-
man. Every business consideration would
have led the goverament to undertake
that work themselves, to see to the
finacing of it, to keep coatrol of it until
the cnd, and thea to operate it ns tlie
great connccting liak betweea ail the rail-
ways ceatering la the great city of Quebec.
But uo ; the middleman bad to bie satisfled,
and lie was satisfied to ail latents and pur-
poses.

One would have thouglit that Mr. Parent
had enougli on bis liands, as president of
the bridge compaay, la looking after that
immense work. One would have thouglit
that the riglit lion. the leader of' the gov-
erament (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) would liave
beca content witli what lie lad donc
for lis friend, but the right lion, gentleman
was not content. Not consideriag wliether
Mr. Parent had more to do, ia watdhiag
and supervising the construction of thnt
bridge, than lie was able to perform, the
First 'Minister coolly appointed hîm Chair-
ma of the Transcontinental Railway Com-
mission, witli the handsome saug salary 0f

$8,000 a year. Wýe have lieard of certain
gentlemen having a pull, but .Mr. Parent
evidently liad a great pull somewlere.

It may be interestiag pcrliaps to show
what a nîce tbing this Cliairmansbip of the
Transcontinental Commission is. We can
gather a pretty fair idea of it by iooking
at the Auditor General's -Report for the aine
mouths' expeaditure to the 3lst Mardi iast.
We find that these Commissioners have ob-
taiaed an officiai car, and la connection with
that officiai car the people have lad to pay
during those aine moaths $13,026.21. The
detaiis are givea la the Auditor Geaerai's
Report, page W-283. Tliey started off by
getting a car from the Ruilway Department
for $8,000. Tliat car, of course, being only
fitted for an ordinary mortai, or perhnps for
a minîster of railways, must be fixed up.
It wvas remodelled and refitted at a cost of

$1,400. Then they paid $290.50 for dishes,
tea cups and saucers, &c. Tliey also bouglit
for the car table linen, bedding, carpets
and sundry articles, $1,673.90. They did
more They liad tlieir bedsteads, but
they .Wanted mattresses. Tliey got bair
mattresses and they bad mattresses re-
made and they got a large chair and
qome folding tables and mahogany cab-
inets, and for ail these they paid $393.95.
Blut tliey were stili flot satisfied. Tliey
wanted the porter of the car to be properly
titted. up to represeat them, at the back door,
so they got a cap for the porter. Wliat do
You suppose they paid for it? $5. It was
flot a sllk bat.

Mîir NO1ITHLIUP. A night cap.

Mr. BARICER. That would pay for a
good many night caps. It is a cap for the
porter, and it cost $5. 1 shall fot go tbrough
il the items, for there are too many, but
they ail foot up to $13,096.21. You can un-
derstand what a nice position Mr. Parent
has, and 1 wonder if he had similar
comforts la connection with tbe bridge
company. At ail events, lie gets $8,000 a
vear for presiding as -Commissioner la con-
nection with the Transcontinental, and the
Lord only knows wbat be gets la connection
witli the bridge company.

The eaterlng into sucli a contract ns 1
have described was indefensible, but that is
liot 'the most serions part of the matter,
Iuecause that meant slmply money. Section
12 of the agreement Is in these words:

The plans and specifications for aht the work
to be undertaken shahl be submitted to and
approved by the Governor in Council, and the
said undertaking shahl be completed not later
than the lst December, 1906.

By section 14 the government have the
right to appoint tbree directors of the bridge
company. You will observe, Mr. Speaker,
that the coatracting party, the one wlio puts
stipulations of that kind into a coatract,
assumes an obligation to those lie represeats.
iiy insertiug those provisions in the con-
tract the goveraiment assumed a very re-
sponsîble duty towards the people. They
took an important power. As betweea the
goveraiment and the people, that coatract
imrposed on the goverament the obligation,
tiot merely to make sure Iliat the plans were
tilt that tbey ought to be, bat that hour by
liour and day by day, during the construc-
tion of that work, there shouid be experts
on the bridge to see that the plans or speci-
fications were not la the sligbtest degree
shirked and that everythiag was done wbicli
the builderi of the bridge liad contracted
to do. Not only that, tliey should have had
an expert there who, when lie saw from
time to time, la the course of the work,
that modifications miglit be necessary,
would be competent to advise the govern-
ment and -have those changes made. There


