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WVINNIPEG, .J UNE 29, 1891.

REDl RIVER NAVIGATION.a
Fii recent information tront Ottawa, it

appcars that nothing is to bu donc thie year
toward carrying eut the impro'cements noces-
sary te rentier tho Rid river navigablo between
%% innipeg city anti Lake Winnipeg. Sir llec
ter Langevin, MNinister of Publie NVorks, lias
stateti that iL wvili co8t $913,000 Le carry out
the proposeti improements, andi in view of this
cent it is nlot the int.ention of the Government
to prosecuto tbo work.

This will bu most di8couraging news to Mani-
toba. For many years this inatter lias becn
uirgeti upon tbe govoraînent, anti if no specific
promnises havo lieou matie, a goul tical ot en.
owîragement bias been helti out to the effecL
t'iat te work wauiti bc uintirtakea. Ia fautt
tho mitter baq btsn used as a bait in the tat
two gcneral ulections. The governmeut bas
parleyctl ovcr tho maitter for yeara, andi lias
becu nuble to make a specifie promils3 as Lu
w~hen the work woulti bu untiertaken when
prcsscti on titis point, until filait *r Iprelitni-
na.ry 8urveys andi cstiînates of cust bad, beea

scrd"This bis been the story se long,
natil at tant it became evideet thit the geveru-
muent wvas oniy toying wvith the question, andi
this belle! lias now becu cou:firmeti by the
official annouinccînent that "it is nlot the inten-
tion of the SovernmounLte pro3ecute the work. "
Tlhis informnatiun might just as weil have boe
t irthcoudnug long ai, and it would là ive been

nce creditable te Lhe cleptrtmant, if such an
a',inuncoent hati been made yeara age, in.
scad of creating a measure of encouragement
ili the beliefthLat there was really some inven.
tien of unde.rtaking the wurk, white deiaying
'e commnencement on the greunti thit turther

surveys would bave te be matie.
Manitoba bas receiveti very littie frein the

lbminieni, anti this work niight, have been un.
ticriaken by the gevcrnîîu.nt without auy
q1uestion on account o! the cost. la vicw
of the vast iluportanca of the work te a
ltrge scction of cuuntry, the higiheat esiiatcti
ependituro is net excessive. Liku WVinnipeg
is a very large botiy of w.ater, comparable lu
size with Lkes Erie or Huron. To ait the
country tributary te the lake, te improve.
inents îîcccssary in tbe Redi river wnuld bu
mnt valuablo. Witbout t impreveinent, cf
the R-xl river, the valne cf La-ko Winnipeg as
a navigable body ot water, is lnrgely lest. For
the ativantageus devclopment of thu many
vatuable rescarces cf the lake region, the irn-
I)rovcnient o! the Rid river is nccsary.
Ssskatcbowan tcrritory would ais> receive great
iciet fitom te carryiug eut of the work, by

the connection of W~innipeg with navigation on
the Saskatcbcwan river.

WVhite "cath grants bave been matie by the
D)ominion very freciy fer the construction ef
raîlways in the eust, Manitoba bas recivuti
pr.icticaiiy nothing in the direction ef aid te
raiiways, tront the D.aminion. When it cam.e
te a grant in aid or raitway construction, the

hîrevince bias buen obligeti te cash up. The revenue freont the piaciog of sugars ou the frue
enly thiug the l)aminiun ii~ tionc, bas been tu litt, le net proviieti fer. It i8 aise proposeti te
give away our lautis te railway cerpur.itions, as retince tbe îluty unt sait te 5 anti 7àc per 100
aut irtlucement te builti railway8. The givittg pounds. A Lemporary bounty ia proposed
of titese lantis ini aid of railways, its lu nu senne ou beet root augar, Le inake nit for Lte protec.
a grant froin the D)ominiou, andi cannot be tien proviously attordeti in the duty. 'Ile fuit
taken as an oiTset te tbe casb granti given te pairticulars et the tariff changes are net te
railways iu the eint. 'llie lantis beloogeti nit- baud rit tho time et writing, but they wvill bc
tiraliy te tbe people bore, anti shoulti bave beeu puibhisheil elsewbure iu TiiF COMMEnLCIAL, titis
bieit for fruc seutlement. Grants of our landts or next wvcek.
te raihîvays bas been aut iîîjary te the counrtry,
lu holding tracts freint reo Bettcmnent. WVhile BEHRING SEA ARBITRATION.
Manitoba lias liat te pay lier shtare ut cash
bonuses te rt ulwayz; lu the exiL, we have 1L tlas beurn annouticet f ronm London, that Sir

receiveti nothing; in the way ot aiti fer raiîîvavs Ueorge Baden P~owell, mouilber et parliament

fecul the Dominion. Anti new ive ar efu-é for Liverpool, aund G. M. Dawson, ot the Cana

the carryiug' eut ot a very nccsgsary public din tiurcy departmen*, bave been selecteti as

Werk, because of its aflcged cost. Iu î-ictr of the arbitrators lu bebialf et Great Britain iu tbe

these tacte, iL is Lime wo *might enquire as te Behring sea contreversy. The board of

the value et represeutation at Ott.awa at ah. arbitratien wvill prebably mucet iu Octoer. l'ie
As te the cost et the work as stated in the British memnbers ut the board wvill meut aimost

recent utteranco et the Minister et Ptib!ic iinîndiately ait Ottawa, whettcc tbecy wvilI pru-

WVerls, there is somne reason te doubt At ceeti te Biritish Columbia wvith the intention ot

any rate, other* wvio bave given tho maLter speuding twe îuonths on board a man.of.war

study, anti wiio arc computent te givu an opn eruising lu the Behîring suat, visiting the seal

ion, believe that the navigability et the rie islands anti ail the priucipal stations trequcuteti

coulti bu ensuret iat a much luss cost. Tbe by sealer8. At the expiration et their cruisue it

danger et a he-ivy iiew et water, ruciî as exper. is expecteti that they wvill bc suliicientiy ac-

ieccut in the spriug et IS32 aud in aLlier years uaiuteti with the details et the suai bantiug

provieus te that date. is believeti te bave been business, andi with the neetis anti iuterests et

greatly luseneti by te extension et settlemient te scaiers te be able te arbitrate upen the

anticultivatien. There are now tun acres untier îîuustbon in a proper manuer. IVe are net

cultivation in the country surrotiding the Red aware as te the secial, qualifications of the

river anti its tributaries, wîtere eiu acre was Canadian membur et the commission. In tho

untier cultivation lu the floodi yeat-s et the past. case et Sir Gecrrge Baden-Powell, bowuver,

This settiemanit et tho country IL is well kuewn, tiiere la geet ruasen te believe that a butter

bas an important inulence upen the flow ot the suiection couiti not bc matie. 11e prebabiy
river. On this accounit IL la net believuti te bu possessus a gruat ticai more knowledge upon thc
nucessary te bauge estianatus as tu the cost et the question than any other Blritiait politician. He
proposeti inîproveints, on floodi yu-ars, Lbough bas matie a stutiy et the question, anti is ln sym-

it is unduratouti the. cstiînatc et $913 030 bas pathy with the Canadians viuw et the case.

beun arrivuti at lu titis lvay. riiere are tuîv if any Canadians wvho are butter
postuti upon this maLter than Sir George Batien
Powtl, anti bis appointmunt shoulti givo

TARIFE CHANGES. genural 2atistation.
A nuinbur et weuks ago 'lîl Caiccîr

predicteti titat raw sugars would bu piaceti on THE WINNIPEG EXHIBITION.
the treuhJist, antI that the revenue lieretotore Trhe Rapiti City lrrt says: "<The WYin-
derivuti frein titis source wonlti hc madu up by nipeg Industrial Exhibition lias uvery prospect
a 1"re adtijatment" ot the tax on liquors anti et a succesatul issue. Nowv is the timu for Our
tebac;co. This bas provuti te ho Lhe case, as tarînurs, stock raisers anti gariuers te begin
announceti in 'Minister Festersa budget speech iuaking pruparatieus. l.Ut tbcmt take Lune by
tieliverut ist weck. The minister intiînatcl rit thu torclock anti bave our locality rupreseututi."
the outsetthattherc wouitibc no guncraîrevision The Reporter is right. IL abouti bu a great
et the taritt at preseut, though înany changes ativantage for the dulterunt rural sections et
wcru presseti upon thui, wbich ivouitib h elt Manitoba, anti te turriteries as wvelI, te bc
over, ewiog te the latcunss ot the session. Ex. represunteti te the bcsý pos3ible ativantage ait

ception ivouilt ho madIe, bowever, lu the case et this exhibition. It wiIl uudouibtedly bu visiteti

sugar, which wocltil bc placuti oit the free list. by a large number et outtsiders. Excursions
The revenue ticrive-1 front the sugar duties is will bu i-un frrnm Eastern Canada anti possibly

ncariy tbrc anti a hait million dullars. This from points in the Unitedi States te the south,

ill bc about itali mtade up by increaseti tax te give peuple a chance te visit «Nanitebla at a
uponliqurs nd tbacos. he uty n m l uwv cent, in order te sec wiat kinti et an exhi.
uponliqorsant toacce. Te dîtyon alt bitoii this country can geL ltp. Districts tnak.

wvill ho incruaseti onu cent pur potint, c<jal te ing a gooti tispiay, will thuretere be giving
thrce cents per gallon on huer, whicb in expeet tiiemscîves a valuable ad'.crtisement, besidua
cd te give an atiditional revenue ut $500,000. eeutributing te te succcas et the show gen.
Titeexcisetaxon diatillctispirits will bo-increasei crlly, wvhiclh latter mecans that tbey will bu
equai te 20 cents per preet gallon, wbich will esisting te mnakec a gooti showing for Lte ceun-
iucrouse te revenue by $600,000. On tebacco try as a. whlole. Prospects are exceetiingly
an increasu of five centsl pur pounti in the excise hopetul for a gooti crop, anti the country wllI
tax, anti a liko increaso in te contents duty, untioîbtedly prevido the material for an exhi-
wiil bu matie, which is expecteti te i-aise an bition which wMU surprise ait risibors. AUl
atiditional $400,000. The balaxîze et Ions et that is wante in u ncrgy, enterprise, anti ntedl


