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enough against crime, Who has told you so 9 Have you
reckoned with ail the springs through which penal laws can act
upon human sensibilitie8? las before death, how xnuch physi
cal and moral suffering cannot man endure! The wish to live
gives way to pride, the most imperious of ail the passions which,
doininate the heurt of in. The mnost terrible punishmrrent for
social man is opprobriiumi; it is the overwhelming evidence of
publice execration. When the legisiator can strilie the eitizen in
so many places and inl so many ways, liow ean lie believe himiself
reduced to emnploy the dcath penalty! Punishments are flot
nmade to torture the guilty, but to prevent crimne fromn fear of
ineurring themi.

This was Ooubtless trute of'Rohe.'qierre, and posmibly of manyf others like hlm, but the fallavy ot is c'ontention lie.s in the indis-
putable faet that it i-, not fromn this elass of citizenshil) thaL, the
large ;>er eent. of those offenves for whieh death is usually in-
thicted cornes; but rather froîii a elass lower in social prîde, to
w~hoin the tfvar of death is more pttential, and the drend of public
execration legs 4erious.

The abatenient of the cleath penalty would leiive no siubstitute

as a punishrnent for the crimes to wliicfl it is incident, at al
adequate to their gravity. Solitary eonfinemnent lias been tried,
but without sucees.9, as experience has deinonstrated that the
average tîmie the human nmmd can retain its reason under the
terrors of this unnatural praetice is very short. fI coiild not bie
contended that sncb a punishmient Nvould mnure to the benefit of
society. Confinement for life at hard labour has been considered
a comipanion penalty to death, and in imany instances ib an
alteî native which the jury rnay, at their discretion, affix. In

*many commiionwealths the chiief executive niay, in the exercise of
e lemneney, eommiiute the dea.th penalty to life imprisonmcent. But
in civilized jurisdietions the service of this seutence must be so
temipered as to ellininate ail elements of hiarshness or cruelty to
the prisoner, and the severity is thus mueli reduced. He is weil
elothed, well lioused and well fed, and is only called upon to do
reasonable work. Under such conditions the hardships are not


