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4 effecta of the Congressional system, interesting as theY are.
i . Congres. beeonies under it, as Mr. Wilson says, a "disintegrate

mata of jarring elements"(e). It ià not surprising to read that
constructive statesmen are flot forthooning for there are no
great prizes of leadership to be gained, such as exist under the

I British system, to stinulate mien of strong talents to great and
4: conspicuous publie service (f). There can be no carrying out4 ~,. of any deflinite policy of majority or niinority (g>. Conhtituen-
jcies can watch and understand a few banded leaders who dis-

play plain purposes and act upon thcm with promptnesa; but
the>ý cannot watch, or understand forty odd standing committees,
each of which goea its own way in doing what it can withoutk .any 8pecial regard Wo the pledges of either of the parties from.
which its membership is drawn(h). The average citizen may

'i well be excused for esteeming government at best as a haphazard
affaire upon which hie vote and influence can have littie effect
(i). The practical resuit of the pieeing of authority, the cutting
of it Up into amail bits, which characterises the American consti-
tutional system is, we are told, that it je impossible to fIx respon-
sibility anywhere. Tt i. net surprising Wo read in Mr. Bryce's
Arneriean Commonwealth that "flot uncomimonly there is pro~.
jented the sight of an exasperated Amnerican public going about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom it may devour, and flnding
no one"l(j).

But notwithstanaing the length this article has alrcady
reached, we cannot pas. over wit.hout some sp-ecial mention sneh

14a potpntate as the Speaker of the House of Representatîves ap-
Jý: pears to have become. The only clause in the Constitution relat-

ing to hlm ie this: "The Hbuse of Representatives shaîl chcose
their speaker andi othber offleers"(k). Mr. Woodrow Wilson de.

<)Congressfonal Governmenit, P. 210.
(f) Ibid., pp. 180, 203, 208, 214.

à <g) Ibid., P. 09.
(7 bdp. 188.

(k> 'Art 1, m. 2, clau 5.


