
1)1 AI!Y OF MHS. SIMCOE

Jefferson and Hammond in very serious controversy. In 1795 
Hammond left America to become Under-Secretary at the Foreign 
Office in London.

Tors. Nov. 6th—I have met with a beautiful blue flower near the 
river. The edges of the petal are finely sawed. The cardinal flower, which 
grows In the wettest and most shady places, is a beautiful colour. I 
am told the Indians use the roots medicinally.

I send you some seeds of the wild asparagus. It may be eaten when 
very young; afterwards It becomes poisonous. The milky cotton In the 
seed vessel Is very pretty, and makes excellent pillows and beds. I hope 
you will grow enough to stuff a muff. I do not know how to describe the 
flow er, It is so unlike anything I ever saw.

Mon. 26th—We have had very little snow, which is melted; the 
weather is again as the autumn, has continued very mild and pleasant. 
Mr. Houehette has surveyed Toronto Harbour. It Is 35 miles from hence 
across the lake.

Note.—Commodore Jean Bouehette was born at Quebec on the 
5th July, 1730. He was the son of Marc Bouehette, who held a Gov
ernment appointment under the French régime. The family is of 
Breton extraction, being, according to tradition, descended from 
Jean Bouchet, who wrote chronicles at the time of Joan of Arc. 
When Sir Guv Carlcton was forces] bv the Americans to withdraw 
from Montreal in 1775, Bouehette took the Governor-General and 
two aides, all disguised as peasants, in an open boat to Quebec. A 
flotilla of eleven boats was captured by the enemy.

In 1783, Bouehette was placed in command on Lake Ontario and 
established the Naval Docks at Kingston. He held this position until 
his death in 1804. There appears to have been some difference of 
opinion between General Simcoe and Commodore Bouehette as to 
the respective merits of Toronto and Kingston as the naval base 

on Lake Ontario, the latter declaring that as the 
American hase was at Sackett’s Harbour, the 
British forces should be concentrated at Kingston. 
•Bouehette married in 1772 Angélique Duhamel.

Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Bouehette, son of 
the Commodore, began his career in the provincial 
navv under his father. Tie made the first survey 
of the harbor of Toronto in May, 1793, received 
his appointment as second lieutenant in the fol
lowing year, serving in the navy until 1796. In 
1797, he commanded an armed row-galley which 
cruised between Montreal and Quebec. His 
reports seem to have led to the arrest of Colonel 
McLean, afterwards executed ns a spy. He took 
a military course in 1800. In 1804, he was 

appointed Surveyor-General of Lower Canada, raised a regiment, 
Quebec Volunteers, in 1812, and in 1813 was appointed lieutenant- 
colonel and transferred to staff and intelligence service. In August, 
1814, Bouehette left for England, and while there was nominated
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Col. Joseph
Bouchl.te.


