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to its advantage. This incident will also show
how enterprise and organization may defeat
democracy, and that although we may be
equal before the law our case may be different
before a Pullman car porter.

At different times during the past few years
I have meditated writing an essay on America
— including the United States and Canada
— as “The Land of Upper Berths.” No mat-
ter how far ahead I planned my trips and tried
to make reservations I could never get a lower
berth in a sleeping-car. But there were always
uppers to be had and night after night I clam-
bered aloft. Always trying to make the best
of everything I finally got so that I rather
liked them on account of the better ventila-
tion, roomier quarters, etc.

From time to time my nose for news sniffed
at the prevailing conditions and I wondered

vaguely at the type of passengers who were
always so fortunate as to have lower berths.
Instead of being “The beautiful, pampered
women of the wealthy bourgeoisie,” they were
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