SQR3BLOM & ALBTGUPIOT.

Robert Berrie, Esq. dismissed for pre:

uming lo

Veote for Sir Jdllan N. Macnab ! !!?

@ The following is the Correspondence regarding this extraordinary affair :

MR. BERRIE TO MR. HARRISON

HAMILTON, lst MARCII, 1511
S&iv,

Frowm the open and public manner in which [ have spoken on your
claim to the suffrages of the Electors or Hamilton, | had supposed that it would be
perfecily known to you, that I did not mean to support you with my vote, and hum
ble influence at the approaching
misunderstanding on the subject, I beg to give you explicitly to understand, that so
is the case

Our Gracious Sovereign and the Imperial Government having,

lection In order, however, that there may be u

in the

irregard for
us, giveo us a representative form of goverument, approaching us near as oui colonial
dependancy would admit, to that of the mother country — « coustitution justly esieem
ed as the one best calculated of any under heaven, for securing the liberties, and pro
moting the welfare and happioess of the people,l think it bel
boon, and to keep up its rescmblance, as much s it 1s practicable, 1
prototype.

We have been taught to belie
periority, over all other political constitutions
which are exercised by the diflerent estates of which it is composed
ereign. the Lords and the Commons, being seperate bodies,

ves us (o prize it
) it

ns a

glorious

e, that that glorious constitution owes its su
tothe wholesome checks and resiraints
The Sov
quit lant of
each other, acting as a counterpoise and restraint upon each (e
the popular check in this country, 18 necessarily deficient, and it sh

A

Governors

gotten, how lately that formed the subject of pular complain

now, our Legislative Council, haviyg been cho<en by diffirent sud a
different periods of time. cousisted of m

each other, and from the Governors for the time being

1, duffering in many important points from

On the other hand, at the
of the leg

present juncture, the Governor. besides forming himseif one part islature,

choose the whale second

he
own command, two thirds of the entire legislative pawer, leaviug only the House of

Assembly, to be a barrier between prerogative und the people I

as our Sovereigns’s representative, is also, himself 1o

bianch of the legislature, at the next Parliament ; consequently, will | at his

third tranch
and of pereons

I'he

also, is to be composed of persons of the Governor’s own nominatio
under his immediate control, where then would be our constitution Gover
imited mor he

ks w

moved, and the Legislature so constituted, would be a mere mockery of a represent

por would then, instead of being the representative of a Ome

an absolute despot, with unlimited powers,—all constitutional che uld be re

ation.

Such a Parliament could not possess the coufilence
to attach the peoole to the Governor’s ad

Entertaining these viewson the subject, I cannot reconcile it to

towards the

of the people, nor tend
ninistration

my mind
w lend my humble assistance ac what 1 consider
little desirable ; I cannot thiok of relinquishing a great pringple from any

ideas of temporary expediency ; I cannot jusiify doing evil in the hope that

mphshment of 50

vague

good

may come of it
The Governor’s confilential Secretary I

cannot look upon, as being suffi

ciently independant of the Exccutive to be sent to the Assembly, at any time,

especiallyat a juncture like the present, and I cannot do bis Excelleney the Governor

Generial the justice 80 auppose, that he can think it necessary for himself to be

vested with arbitrary and unconstitutional powers, in order to enable him
Yhrough his measures

to carry

With every respeat to yourself, as a gentleman and as a man,
I bave the honor <

Yuur very obedient.
Humble Servant,

ROBERT BERRIE.

to remain, “ir,
To
Tue Howx. S. B
&

Har

risox, EsqQ
& \

§

standing on that kead, you give me expli-itly to understand, that you do not mean

to support me with your vote or influence at the ensuing Election; and in your
letter you take occasion to express your views with respect to the present state of
by individual members the Governme nt
furward as Candidutes to reprosent the peoplein the House of )

Nothing can be futther trom the desire of the Governmeat than o juterfere
‘I'he wholw

ermination to

laies, and the policy pursued coming

Assemblv

with the political sentiments of any individual or body of individuals
dafirm de
Every meu's opinions are

tenor of the Governor Geveral's policy hus manifeste act
ple generally

should have

i accordance with the wishes of the pec

entitled t, and every one the fullest opportunity of exer

to rtespe
of voting for such a representative as he
thinks the most fit the Government has the uudoubt
ed right to expect that 11s servants showld not act at variance with the policy 1tis
When that policy militates with the opinious votertained by auy person

unbiassed, his political franchise
Ou the other hand, however

cising,

pursuing
10 such a situation, there 18 an obvious option upeu to him to avoid the difliculty

lu this view of the case, your letter is a fit subject for the consideration of His Ex-

cellency as the hoad of the Government. | have therefore the honor to inform you

that I have lost uo time in forwarding it, together with a copy of this answer, for

His Ex Jrmation

I have the honor

elleney’s 1ol
to be

ir,

Your most obed

edien ervant

HARRISON

humble
3. B

HARRISON
Har

MR. BERRIE TO MR

uth March, 1841,

lton

NIR,
I have the honor to be favored with your letter of yestc.day's

Itis with much surprise and t I there find it avowed by the

his contest at

wstonishment th

Governor’s Civil Secretary, that opposing him in ao Llection for a

Representative in Parliament be considered by the Government us setting one

elf

his Ele

u opposition to thei , and that those holding «flices must cither support

ton or resign the
[ am perfectly satistied with the course yvou have smitting ‘'my

ind to 0 [ P encral, ling
e1pre

stitutic

YOUr ANSWer

ce upon his Lords vnter

mco nal,

| deg

o, Iy

prehension
lo

rading f the
r vote for the

ne, will « Goves

Jlection, or
of 1}

hupp ne didate !

, will meet witt i om the Head

i their situatious le

Government
I have the h

ible

ROBER1

i n S t
« var

BERNII

Copy

I 10th March, 1541

Government
SIR,
Harrison haviog 1aid before the Governor
and |
v further « a

Without e

M
reepondence which has passe | between yourself
Excellency to inform you that he has 1
Peace for the Gore District

wards any ilar

t the I » the question
His Excelleucy (e
crtaiming and
respect to the fxecutive Government

vour fet t partic

hat to retain in an Office held durni vasure, a Gentleman, « X«

g the sentiments which you n

nress) AV W

would necessarily tend to bri Government end

MR. HARRISON TO MR BERRIE

Hamilt sth March, 1011

SIR
L )
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 1st instant, (this moment received,) upon the subject of my claim to the suf

ato distrdt with the peop

I have the h

he has therelor

nor to be,

You

i,
r vbedient Nervant,
THOMAS ( MURDOCH,

Chief

Signed

Necretary

R. BerriE,

frages of the Electors of Hamilton, in which, with a view to prevent misund

Fsq

Durham and Responsibil

ity !!!




