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loving care of a tender parent, to be led, guided, directed,

and supplied by our great Covenant Head ; so will he al-

ways have business to do at our house, and will make our

soul his settled rest.

4. Another method of retaining the company of our

Beloved, is to bring in others of his friends to sit with us.

It may be if he cometh not to us alone, he will come with
them, and if perchance some ill word of ours might urge

him to depart, yet, for the sake of others who sit with
Lim, he will remain. One of these disciples might not

have constrained Christ, but the two effected it. Fire will

not tarry in a single coal, but if many be laid together it

will be long before it is clean gone. A single tree may
not afford much shelter for a traveller, but he will rest

beneath the thick boughs of the grove : so will Jesus often

sit longer where many of "the trees of the Lord" are

planted. Go to the assemblies of the saints, if you would
keep the arm of the King of saints. Those who dwell

most with the daughters of Jerusalem are most likel}^ to

have a goodly share of Emmanuel's company. Cannot
any reader add his own testimony to the fact that fellow-

ship with the saints is conducive to a continuance of fel-

lowship with Jesus ?

5. Earnest prayer is the most potent means of winning
continued communion. We have found it true, that the

mercy-seat is the place where the Lord meets his servants.

Full often our souls have risen from depths of distress to

heights of delight, by the simple appeal to heaven, which
we by supplication have been allowed to make. We will

speak well of the exercise of prayer ; we can endorse all

the titles which old divines have given it, such as—the

key of heaven, and of all God's cabinets, the conduit of

mercy, faith flaming, Jacob's ladder, an invisible and in-

vincible weapon, a victory over the Onmipotent, the sweet
consumption of cares, a box of ointment broken on the

head of Christ, the perfume of heaven, the mount of trans-


