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Tinnu'rous clmrclics, and pnldic l)\iil(linu^s, with s|tl('n(li<l

stores jind shops, Ix'tokoii a ])la(!(' of Lfrowiiii^' prosperity.

Toronto is (lie ')utict of a jjfood MLjricuUural country, and

slioidd a ship canal \)v made here t(t connect with Iiak(i

Huron l)y tiie CieorjjfiaJi Hay, tlie ])tisiness of tins ilourisji-

in«^ city as a. ])ort of transit wouhl be materially auujinented.

Hy m(>ans of tlu^ (nand Trunk and (Jreat Western K*ail-

ways it aheady possesses every facility for conununication

by land.

The drive towards Ffainilton aloiiij^ the shore of the lake,

which lay (|uite smooth and calm, was beautiful. The

coiudrv is about half cleared, a liea,vy wheat, soil, (>n which

the new-sown wheat Htdds were all can^fully waier-furrow^Hl.

In some places the land was a stiff red clay, but most of

it a h(>avy brown clay loam. There seemed to ho. very

little Indian corn, and tin* jj^rass on the ])astures was either

bad, or (juite eaten off', or scorched u]).

As tlie line nears Hamilton we pass by a wooden bridge

over a chasm, which by the breaking of the bridge was the

vscene of a frightful railway accident some time ago. This

town is placed on a bay at the head of Lake Ontario, from

the waves of which the harbour is jn'otected, like Toronto,

by a natural breakwater. There are several handsome

streets and houses in the town, and the villas in the neigh-

bourhood are as substantial and eleiiant as those in the

vicinity of our best towns in this country, with shrub-

beries, lawns, and greenhouses kept in the nicest order.

From Hanulton to Niagara the railway runs along a broad

tract of low conntry, stretching from a range of high table-

land on the right to the shores of the Lake. At all points

where we stopped for an excursion into the country, there

was a uniform complaint among the Irish labourers uf low

wages and want of employment, and the wheat crop in

this part of the country had proved a very short one.
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