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rifled as Bunyan was. We go on as we do, and attend to 
our business and enjoy ourselves, because the words have 
no real meaning to us. Providence in its kindness leaves 
most of us unblessed or uncurscd with natures of too fine 
a fibre.

Bunyan was hardly dealt with. “ Whole floods of blas­
phemies,” he says, “ against God, Christ, and the Script­
ures were poured upon my spirit; questions against the 
very being of God and of his only beloved Son, as whether 
there was in truth a God or Christ, or no, and whether the 
Holy Scriptures were not rather a fable and cunning story 
than the holy and pure Word of God."

“ How can you tell,” the tempter whispered, “ but that 
the Turks have as good a Scripture to prove their Ma­
homet the Saviour, as we have to prove our Jesus is? 
Could I think that so many tens of thousands, in so many 
countries and kingdoms, should be without the knowledge 
of the right wav to heaven, if there were indeed a heaven, 
and that we who lie in a corner of the earth should alone 
be blessed therewith ? Every one doth think his own re­
ligion the rightcst—both Jews, Moors, and Pagans ; and 
how if all our faith, and Christ, and Scripture should be 
but 1 a think so ’ too ?” St. Paul spoke positively. Bun­
yan saw shrewdly that on St. Paul the weight of the whole 
Christian theory really rested. But “ how could he tell 
but that St. Paul, being a subtle and cunning man, might 
give himself up to deceive with strong delusions?” “He 
was carried away by such thoughts as by a whirlwind."

His belief in the active agency of the devil in human 
affairs, of which he supposed that he had witnessed in­
stances, was no doubt a great help to him. If he could 
have imagined that his doubts or misgivings had been sug­
gested by a dcsirc/for truth, they would have been harder


