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ncarly two hour? and concluded in favor of annexation. He depicted

the présent position of the province and claimed that the French Cana-

dians in the United States wcre more prosperous than in Canada. "We
must annex the whole country to save the race" was the Icading thème

of bis discourse. Emigration was kiUing the French influence in Canada.

Annexation would save it. At the conclusion of his rcmarks six young

girls gaily attired appeared on the stage with a flag, which Mr. RouiJliard

claimed should be that of the new State of Québec. The flag was the tri-

color reversed with wreaths of juaple leaves and stars and crx>S6. ïhe
lecture was repeatedly applauded.
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(T/u Montréal Daily Star, March i8, 1893)

Mr. J. B. Rouilliard gave a lecture last evening under tlie auspices

©f the Club National in their hall on Notre Dame street on "Annexa-

tion." Mr. Wilfrid Larose, vice-prc&ident of the Club, occupied the

chair and the hall was weli filled, many ladies being in the audience.

Mr. Rouilliard declared himsclf openly in favor of annexation to the

United States, staling that the sooner that change would be brought

about the better it would be for Canada. As it was, thousands of Cana-

dians emigrated every year to the Republic and found good homes

there. The French-Canadians ofthe United States prcscrved their language

and customs and wberc cvery day becoming more and more influcntial.

Confédération, he claimed, had been a failure, ab the i)rovisions uiade for

the protection of therightsof the minori tics wcre cnlirolydisregarded. Ile

instanced the caseof Manitoba where Frcnch-Canadians denicd separate

schools and the officiai recog oition ofthe French langu âge. Canada was now

entirely at the mercy of a number of capitalists who kept the pcople

poor. The immigration policy of the Dominion Governemcnt v/ould

soon fiU up the country with people from foreign countries, whil(; the

native population was slowly disappearing. It was better that they

should bring their country with themintothe Union thanleave it behind.

The lecturcr concluded by introducing some young girl* carrying a

tricolor flag reversed, with wreaths of maple leaves and stars. This,

he declared, would be a suitable flag for Canada if it should décide le

join the Union. Though certain portions of the address were applauded,

jvery little cnthusiasm was manii'esled.


