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trar, with a few other civil servants, constitute the whole
of the Company’s establishment ; to which may be added
a few private merchanis and planters. The residence of
the English judge and civil establishment is at Secrole, a
pleasant village about two miles from the city, where
there is a military cantonment for a batallion of Sepoys.
The ancient and modern buildings of Benares and its
neighborhood, were constructed by a living, earnest people
who have, for the most part, passed away, but have left
their remains behind them, illustrative of their power and
skill, of their greatness and glory. By examining these
buildings, we gain some knowledge of the people who
erected them; and this is the main object we should have
in view. Undoubtedly, there is a subtle mysterious plea-
sure awakened in the breast by the contemplation of an old
ruin; but it owes all its force to the fact that the old ruin is
associated with human existence in a by gone age, with
the forefathers of the present race inhabiting the earth.
These sentiments, again, are modified in proportion to the
extent of our knowledge of the past. For instance, if we
are able to accumulate data sufficient to compare one
epoch with another, we are conscious of experiencing plea-
sure or pain, in proportion as we find humanity progress-
ing or degenerating. There are few sentiments more
elevating to the soul than those which spring from the
study of a nation, which has carried on a long and desper-
ate struggle with great systems of error and moral cor-
ruption, and has come out of the conflict triumphant, with
clearer preceptions of truth and purer notions of virtue.
On the other hand, there is no sentiment more depressing
than that which is produced by the study of a people who
have declined from bad to worse; from one abomination
to another; frorn one system of evil to others more and
more opposed to truth, to reason, and to God. Now, in
regard to the history of Benares, I cannot say that many
pleasurable feelings have been engendered in my mind,




