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Mr. President,
It gives me great pleasure to join with

others in offering you congratulations on your
election to the presidency of the general
assembly. Your outstanding qualifications and
wide experience in diplomacy, international
law and in United Nations affairs will, I
know, prove to be of great value at tlis
important session.

Your appointment is a well deserved tribute
to you and also to your country, Pakistan.
Last week, the people of Canada were de-
lighted to receive the President of Pakistan
as a distinguished and highly respected visitor.
His visit served to re-emphaslze the excellent
relations which Pakistan and Canada have
always enjoyed.

1 also wish to extend a very warma welcome
to the four new members who were admitted
to the United Nations last week. In Ruanda
and Burundai the United Nations played an
important role in bringinýg about the transi-
tion from trusteeship to independence. Canada
had the honour of serving on one of the
United Nations commissions during the pre-
paratory period. Aided by a common bond
of language, we now look forward to devel-
oping with these two countries the saine
close relationship which links Canada with
the other French speaking countries of Africa.

The achievement of independence by Ja-
maica and by Trinidad and Tobago is an event
o! special significance and of interest for
Canada flot only because o! our common-
wealth association but also because o! the
historie ties which have existed for centuries
between Canadians and the people of the West
Indies. I arn confident that these good neigh-
bours of ours-the first new members in-
cidentally from the western hemisphere-
have a valuable contribution to make to the
United Nations.

Last year when I spoke in the general
debate, the United Nations was facing many
grave issues, somne of which actually threat-
ened its survival. The atinosphere in the
assembly as those representatives present
today who were here a year ago will remem-
ber, was one o! tension -and anxiety. The
whole future was uncertain-the future of
this organization and the future of tlbeworld.
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May I suggest that the events of the past
twelve months have not dispelled all the dif-
ficulties; but neither have they fulfllled the
pessimistic prophecies o! a year ago. We are
living in a world when it pays to be optimistic.
I do not believe that the pessimists will ever
settle the probleins that face the world and
I believe that clearly, in this session of the
general assembly we have a good deal more
reason for hope than a year ago.

Laos
H-ere I should like to point out that there

have been some gains in the complex inter-
national endeavour to strengthen the peace.
For example, at the beginning of 1962 the
situation in Laos seemed f ar from settled.
By July international agreements provlding
for a unlfied, independent and neutral Laos
had been signed in Geneva by the 14 nations
attending that conference. Those nations in-
cluded governments which did not recognize
each other but which shared a common de-
termination to face reality and find a solution.
The resuit was a positive step toward peace
and stability in southeast Asia.

Canada was one of the signatories of the
Laos agreements and as a member of the
international commission Canada was charged,
along with India as chairman and Poland,
with the task of seeing that the agreements
are carried out. We intend to f ulfil these
responsibilities with fairness and diligence.
I emphasize, however, that ultimate success
in Laos will depend on the continuing sup-
port and co-operation of ail the governinents
concerned. I think we can make Laos an
example for the settlement of probleins in
other parts o! the world.

A significant factor in the successful nego-
tiations on Laos was the businesslike proce-
dure evolved. In particular, the device of
co-chaîrmanship proved its worth and the
United Kingdom and the Soviet union deserve
much of the credit for the resu~lt. I pay
tribute to them todlay for their work as co-
chairmen of that conference.

Disarmament
There is, furthermore, another area in

which there has -been some,,progrese. After


