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admit 500,000 displaced persons to relieve bier
manpower shortage. I should like to quote
from the Montreal Gazette of today:

The admission of a half million displaced
persons to relieve Britaiu's nianpower shortage
lias been agrecd upon by the rnistry of labour
and tbe trades union congress, it bias been
iearne(i.

As a resuit of continuous pressure by the cab-
inet, faced witb accuinulating evidence of Brit-
ain's deteriorating economnie posi tion, union
leaders are understood te bave agreed under two
couditions to a drastic move te break the vicions
circie of shortages. TIme first is that tbe immi-
grants shall become subject te union rules and
standiards. The second is tîmat the immigrants
sball be seleeted individually on a basis of their
skilîs and general suitabiiity for Britain's most
seriously uindermanned industries-coal, foun-
dries, textiles and agriculture.

Britain, the Argentine and Brazil already
have missions in Europe weeding out the
displaccd persons. They are stealing a mardi
on us and we are going to be left holding the
bag. Let us flot doceive oursolves; Canada
nutst tako a stand in this matter and it must

be a roalistic stand. On the basis cf the rooma
available and on the basis of our strong
economy, we shall probably have to take into
this country a minimum of 100,000 displaccd
persons. If they are picked, they will
strengtben ratier than wveaken our economy.
Until the presenit, we have gone along with
the united nations, agreeing je principle wvith
the uaited nations. We now stand committed
te the fullest possible participation, a partici-
pation which we accepted as part of aur
responsibility te the world. But words oniy
have been spoken and now the time bas corne
for us te, take sorne action.

As I said, we shail probably be called upon
te take a minimum cf 100,000 displaced per-
sens. Rathier than, sit back and take what they
give us, lot us go in now and choose and take
as Britain, the Argentine and Brazil are doing.
Let us send our teams into these European
camps without delay. If we wait we shahl ho
lef t wîth the ieavings, and that miglt well
give immigration into this country a set-back
from which it will nover recover. We are
ready te take our fair share numerically cf
displaced persens, but we want the very best
we can get. First corne, first served, serns
to be the order cf the day according te tho
anneunicernont in tho press.

Whorn shaîl we take? First cf ail, thero
are those with relatives in Canada. Under
present regulatiens these would number at
most 2,000. But our test must net be whether
they corne within the presont narrow regula-
tions. The test should be: Has the displaced
person relatives in Canada and have the rela-
tives asked for him? We must be carofui net
te break up famiiy groups. Those people who
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have relatives in Canada aiready have one
foot in this country. They have someono bore
to speak for them, te weicome tbern and te
look after thom. 'rhey wiil assimilato quickly
and will readiiy be absorbed into the Canadian
stream.

Next corne the children. On soveral occa-
sions during the war the question cf bringing
erphaned cbildren te Canada was broached
and the response from the country at large
was immediato and good. We showed what we
couid de in a small way witb the British war
guests, and I arn confident that Canadians
wi open their homes and their hearts te the
orphaned cbiidren of Europe whose lives have
been shattered before they have scarcely
beg-un. I know they will find among us foster
homes where thcy wili become workers and
citizens in a society that needs tbern as rnuch
as they need it.

Next corne the kind of people we waut; that
is, the workers, the same kind cf people Britain
wants. At the present time we can certainiy
use 5,000 domesties, and they are available.
Mining, ngriculture, textiles and other indus-
tries are ail desperately in need of rnan-powrr.
We are faced with the opportunity to (Io
two great and inspiring tbings: help) the
homcless of Europe and help ourselves at the
same time. It is a challenge which wve must
meet boldly.

I sec tbe problemn ns being o primarily
cf organization. WVe must send our immigra-
tien tenmns te Europe at once with instructions
te go abead at fuIl speed and wvith the fullest
support fromn the government agencies con-
cerned. This is net the time for administrative
delays or departmental complexities. XVe are
faced with an emiergent situation whicli calis
for the same bold planning we threw into
0cr war effort. Present facilities patterned
on our pre-war sot-up are inadequate for the
task. We must set up a largo efficient im-
migrant processinig department with ample
poers. Tliere will be labour departrnent
officiaIs te designate what kind cf people we
want and where they can hest be employed.
There will be a medical group to exarmne
refugees on the spot, including the use cf
X-rays. There will be an administrative group
to screen and document refugees and a trans-
portation group te meve thern fremn the camps
to Canada. There will be a reception group
te recoive thern on arrival and distribute thema
te their destinations. and educatienal gromps in
the provinces must seep) them in Canadianmsm.

Let no co say that this cannot be done.
Once before in our history, at the lieight
of the great immigration boomn before the
first great war, new'. Canadians were landing
on our shores at the rate cf 1,000 a day and


