
4624 GOMMONS
Sutpply Justice-Penitcntiaries

committee may order other punishments within
their powers in addition to or in lieu of the
corporal punishment.

And then in relation to education the author
goes on ta show how much the British have
irnproved their educational systemn witbin the
prisons. 1 quote:

The prison autharity still remains in a sense
an educational autbority; but the raie it plays
is flot ambitious, 'and does flot aim higher than
to teach the illiterate ta read and write, and
in the small space an apportunity igiven, ta
raise ta a bigber standard thase who are just
a littie better than illiterates.

H1e goes on ta show that great change hias
oeen made. To quate further:

Five years later we read: "The aduit educa-
tian classes have shawn some further develop-
ment during the year under review. The
numnber of classes held hias increased and they
have been attended by sanie 9,000 individual
prisaners."

Quoting again:
This "Aduit education scheme" was set up

in 1923 with the advice and cooperation of
the adult educatian committee af the board of
education. Its aloi is not, primarily ta improve
the "standard" of imperfectly educated
prisaners, but ta caunteraet the mental
deterioration inevitably attendant on prison
life, and ta increase the prisaner's fltness for
citizenship, by stimulating bis mind and
furnishing it with material for healthy activity
in confinement, and of cantinuing value in after
if e. Evening classes are held in the prison

after long hours of associated labour, and the
subjects are chosen on the broadest basis ta
include not only "sehool" subjeets such as
history, mathernaties, or modemn languýages, but
"'vocational" subjects sncb as shorthand,
gardening, techoical trade courses, or handi-
crafts,

And 50 on. In relation to came after dis-
charge the author go-es on ta say that one of
the greateist difficulties is the reestablishment
of the man when hae cornes out of prison. No
matter how mucb a man may want to learn
a trade in prison, wlien he cornes out hae bas
nat a trade at his finger ends that hie hias
learned frorn beginning ta end, and what
knowledge the prisoner possesses of a trade
ia incomplete. The author goes on to say at
pages 130 and 131 tliat in England they have
set up a Federation of Northiern and Midland
Aid Societies which are partly voluntary
arganizatians but partly govai-amental inas-
much as they receive a government grant for
acccpting responsibility for the prisaners
returned to this area.

These are but three or four things from the
British systemn wbich show how very much in
ad'vance they are ta anything we bave here.

I want ta take one marnent to speak of
Lewis E. Lawes, warden of Sing Sing, who bas
written a very excellent book called Life and
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De atb in Sing Sing, and in that hie says much
of wbat we all want. He says that when pris-
oýners corne in tbey are very carefully exam-
ined by psycbiatrists, psycbologists and mcd-
ical men. 11e says:

These prisoners will be subjected ta a period
of observation and study by the administrative
department in order that it may get a line on
their general ebaracter, by the medical depart-
ment for physical condition and dî,,ease. by the
psychiatric clinic ta ascertain their mientality,
by the sebool for their education, by the in-
dustrial department for vocational ability, and
by the ebaplains for moral and religions ideas.

And further:
This w&rk is now being donc in part only,

but ecd of the dcpartmnents bas been estab-
lisbed and is now functioning. The last
department, the psycbiatric chonie, was started
in 1927 and withio a year ivas utilizing the
services of a psychiatrist, assistant psychiatrist,
psycbologist, and t-wa field investigators.

And then 1 quote frorn the last paragraph
of bis book:

From personal experience it is rny firma
belief that mueh of the rccidivism (crime
repeatiog) is due ta the fact that tlîe ten
dollars wbiclî tbe state pays a prisoner upon
release is insufficient witb bis other handicaps
ta enable himi ta get a real start.

11e gocs an ta tell that lie bias made it bie
busiiness as warden ta give the men who
needed it srall boans and tlîat in almost every
case tbey bave repaid the boan. He thinks
that some assistance on the discharge af the
prisoner is needed in order to get lîim re-
established again.

The niinister bas referred to the Canadian
Prisoners Welfare Association, of which I arn
a member, but wbose meetings I rnay say, in
order I may nat prejudice the minister, I have
neyer attended. They say in their repart:

In aur experience very f cw penitents emerge
from aur penitentiaries, a fact which shows
how signally aur penitive systern fails ta
correct and discipline.

On top of that we can take it from the
superintendent's report that seventy-flve per
cent of aur prison population have bad pre-
viaus convictions and aver flfty per cent have
served previaus terms in a penitcntiary.

Tlîat shows that the systemn we are using
lias not been good enougb. It is nat reclairn-
ing as many men as 1 feel shauld be re-
claimed, granting tlîat twcnty per cent are in-
corrigibles, using the superintendent's own
figure, the highest figure th-at bias been used
by any investigating committe or royal com-
mission report or penologist's statement I
bave read.

In ecbosing I arn gaing to make the follow-
ing recommandations ta the ministar.


