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The Civil Service

Commission, is he referring ta the commis-
sion under the act 6f 1908 or under that of
1918?

Mr. POWER: 1 arn afraid 1 did nlot make
myseif quite clear. The Civil Service Com-
mission was created in 1908--my hon. friend
is quite right; but the exceptional powers
which it received ini 1918 are those ta which
I abject. I was saving that this cammissian
is uînder no abligatian ta accept even the
slightest recommendation from those who are
in the best position ta know the wishes of
the people and ta state what in any lacality
under any given circumstances should be
dane. The commission goes even further, as
do its friends, and cantend that na recom-
mendation of the peaple's representatives cana
be acceptable ta it-a contention in which
they take great pride. As 1 understand it,
we bave been called here ta advise His
Majesty the King an the carrying out of the
affairs of state and ta -vate sup~plies for the
administration of the country. When we by
aur awn act neglect ta carry out the duties
which are imposed an us by aur mandate as
members of parliament, I do not think we
are faithful ta the trust which has been
placed in us by the constituents whom we
represent. We allow an independent body
ta usurp the functions which. should, properly
speaking, belong ta those who advise in the
administration of the country and those
who should vote supplies for the carrying, on
of the goverument of the country.

It is true there are a number of us who. say
we do not wish ta be bothered by patronage;
that we on]y make enemies by distributing
patronage; that if we give a position ta one
we offend ten others who are seeking the
same position. I submit, Sir, with ail res-
pect that we are not doing aur duty unles
we fearlessly tackle ail the problems which
confrant us. To shirk aur responsibility by
8aying that we do not wish ta have the bur-
,den of patronage is, ta my mind, unworthy
of aur position.

It will be said, I think, during the course
of this debate that the present act, the Act
of 1919, was endorsed by the electorate of
Canada on twa occasions. Sir, I think you
and any of those who took part in the elea-
tion of 1917 will readily admit that other
issues were involved; that public opinion was
mare agitated by ather questions than it
was by those whieh had reference ta the
Civil Service af Canada.' It will be said,
perhaps, that the 1921 election was an endor-
.satian of the Civil Service Act of 1919. Per-
mit me ta recall ta your memory, Sir, the
fact that during the whole course of that

election the present Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King) and his colleagues appealed
ta the people from every platform throughout
the length and the breadth of the land .to
free them from autocratie and bureaucratie
contrai. Ta my mind it was due in large
measure ta those appeals, and ta the fact
that there was in Canada a reaction against
the arbitrary methads of ruling which. had
been employed during the war and shortly
after, tbat the Liberal party is in power ta-
day.

The present system of making appointments
under the Civil Service Commission is, as 1
have said, impracticable. 1 should like ta
quate a f ew words spoken by a man who is,
without doubt, one of thase most experienced
in the public if e of Canada. In a speech
which he made when this 1918 act was first
proposed in the Huse of Commons-a speech
which iniglit have been made after instead
af before the advent of the present commis-
sian-the MiËtster of Finance (Mr. Fielding,
speaking on the Civil Service Amendment
Act, on April 12, 1918, said:

I think we are getting away fromn thé purpose for
whieh thé Civil Service Commission wau created. It
was nev'er intended ta hé a patronage distributing body,
but a body witb distinct purposes, a body ta hold ex-
aminations an4 ta talce means of guaranteeing the quali-
fications of applicants for the public service.

He goes on further:
Where is thé Civil Service Commission going to get

information regarding ail thé virtues cf this man 'who is
to fill the office of postmaster away out at Blankville,
m Caspe Breton County? I do not know what the ex-
perience of others has be, but I have bad se of
thé worriés of my life in getting a capable man te acept
thé position of postmastér, and how thèse excellent
gentlenîen in thé city of Ottawa are geing to get a post-
master for BlaekvilIé better than aey one cf us, I faiu
te comprehend.

The hon. Minister of Finance (Mr. Field-
ing) at that time failed ta comprehend haw
the Civil Service Commission wau going ta
make these appointments and make them pro-
perly. I think he will admit that in the light
of experience it has been f ound that the Civil,
Service Commission is not able ta make these
appointments praperly and judiciously, and
that every word he uttered on that occasion
has praved ta he true.

1 have here alsa, in order that my hon.
frienda of the opposition may not be disap-
pointed in my not quoting from some of their
leaders, the words of a gentleman with whom
I have had occasion ta differ at times, but for
whase capacity, energy and fighting ability 1
have the highest regard; I speak of the Han.
Mr. Edwards. He said:

I aise, Mr. Chairman, want to repudiate the sugges-
tion that I am once wrapped Up in thé theory that "to


