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I Lelieve. a proportionate sum froîn us anti
a proportionate sum fromn the British gov-
erniment, according to the amount ot mail
mlatter they carry. 0f course, the hon, gen-
tleman (Mr. Kemp) is aware that there is
a vessel out of New York nearly every day,
so, of necessity, the greater portion of our
mail goes that way. W*e rcould not possi-
1>1v confinle the mail te a weekly service.

Mr. KEMP. Then, the larger portion goes
Ly New York ?

The 'MINISTELI 0F TRADE --ND COM-
MERCE. I eecieily the larger portion.

Mr. KMP. Andi I imderstaud the gov-
erament pay these vessels no sulisidy.

TUe MINISTER 0F TRADE ANI) COM-
MERCE. No regniar sulîsidy, but the post
office lias to pay themi a certain suai 1
riitlîer thini R k 1)111( 1:1througli the British
governînlent. The New lorî steamers dIo
îlot th 'yOe misfor iïothiîi. i uit they do
not charge a heavy rate.

Mi. [(BMl1. Wliere (i wýe linfi the figures
slîowîing tiiese payments ?

The MINISTELt 0F TRADE AND CO-
MNElU'E. T'le payments are made ty the
post office. Lt is entirely ontside of my de-
partmlent.

Mr. K;EMIP. Lt is not a very large sum «.
Tue MINISTER 0F TRADE ANI) COM-

MEUVE. I believe not. 0f course, tlic
Postimaster (Jeneral eau give my hon. friead
fo1u1 information as te the amont paid.

Mr. KEMP. WVe seemn to.Le paying a very
large suni for carrying the ('anadian mails
tii Great Britaili anfi bringing mails fr-oi
Great Enita lu Lv these twelve andi fourteenl-
knot vessels. lie as a miatter ofta,
for vi'ry urneiNliuis the g pair ortioni
of oui, mails is cairried by way of Nc-ýr
York. W'lat is the object. ia view of the
tact tlîat ive get so mnuch quileker serviýe
U)'v New York, of paying these large sumns
tii old-fasliioned anti out-of-date vessels ?

The MINISTER 0F TRAI)E ANI) COM-
MERVE. As a matter of course, the hon.
gentleman know s tlîat faster vessels wvill lie
very iuîcli more exliensive. We coulti

hox e the faster i essels if we 1 nîid for then,
liot. uip to tlic present time the sius de-
manîled. as I have stateti, have Leen verv
lîeavy, perhaps more tlian the flouse would
kare to pay. With respect to the use of
tlîis service. I may point ont that: the u8t
to (aîaais vers -consideralîle inhli hwinter
s(cason. Thiese vessels go from 8t. John aud
fionil Halifax, and if the slîsidy ý-vas dis-
coantinuedth lere ivoulti be no service froin
Halifax f0 England. That service lias been
going on f'or a good many years. andi I
thiîîk the flouse would -Le banth f0 deprive
flic maritime provinces of the serviceP of
tiiese vessels. This is an old service which.
,is the bon. gentleman knows. w-as estal,-
lishied Letore confederaqth n. lu those days
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it went from Portlandi anti from Montreal;
xîow it goes from Moatreal andi QueLe,
andi tren St. John anti Halifax. Without
fuuis, we conîti hardly maintain a service
fr:om flic maritime province ports.

Mr. KEMP. i untierstand that this ser-
vice is miaintainefi îLîefl3- for the marîtinie
provinces. This service may bave been go-
ing on sinice confetieration, but I quite ne-
cognize that we have net kept it up to
'date, anti it is a question wlîether the ser-
vice is worth that much now. These vessels
liaxe fallen so far Lehinti that they are
slow as ýcompareti witL the regular mtiil
vî-ssels that ply Letween fUis continent anti
Europe. Ln view of that fact it seems to
nl", imless these people can giv e a quieker
anîd bettor service, the existing ýcontract
sliould be reconsitierel.

Mr. SMiI(Wenitvortli). A copy wvas
Lieoglt iowa last session of the agreemiliit
witli the I)onaldson finm, Ly wlîicl thley
carry ftle mail for $750, the rounld trip Le-
tween St. John and. Glasgow. I was xvontier-
ilig whefher the thousand pounfis that is
plid l ie i s iii t liii tlv a suUs i d Tii tiiese
vessels !i order to secure their rtînning.

TUe MINISTER 0F TLIADE AND cOM-
MERCE. I t is laid as a sulisiîv tii Monit-
treal, but not in tlîe case cf the other ports,
te St. John andi Halitax. Tue £1.000 is only
paid dnniîig the winter.:ind is oaly paiil
to two vessels. The otiier sulîsity er $7.50
is paii f'or a fortnightly service, andt tlîey
only go durîîîg the w-inter seasoîî.

Mr. SMLTLI (Wcntwonth). Lt is paid for
ahtrip, though.

The MLNLSTELI OFi TIADE NI) CONI-
SIELCE. Lt is paiti for cadih round trip.
Mit tiiese xessels are yen- mucli siiialli'r
tli:î the Allan steamships.

MNr. SMII (Weiitworth). Stili, L pre-
suie tliey carry ail tUe mail tlîat is offen-
ed. I wvoulti like to ask if, l tlîis 4contract
wviere a subsitiy is given, it is stipulateti
finît tie vessels should bce ventilaoeil ? These
vessels ail carry penishable cargoes, andi if
ks îecessary for the safety of the cargocs
that the compartments !in wlîich they are
carrieti shouli be ventîlateti.

The 'MLNJSTER 0F TRADE ANI) CO'm
M lEItE. Il. a gîîîîi 111:111y cf thlîeîî tinît
is dloue. I think there are somne tlîirty or
forfy steamers now sailing wvhicî 'do that.
Lut theýy do that mostly under agreemnît
with the Department ot Agriculture, and
not untien the contracts they have w-ith
this department. There is one exception, the
Furness Line, in 5vhich that stipulation is
enforced ;but with the majority of theni
if is donc through the Depantment of Ag-
riculture.

Hon. M-%r. TARTE. 1a ask the hon.
flic Minister of Trade aînd Commerce what
us the average duration of the trips made
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