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which I think i
20es on to sal; :15 the correct one.

Responsi
and }ﬂsni;tﬁﬁ government makes the Premier
tution of thelSterS responsible for the consti-
and decisi committees and for the opinions
A gOVernm%nst that may emanate from them.
to shift itn that wquld‘ constantly endeavour
even of its s responsibilities on committees,
from th own selection, would soon disappear
e treasury benches.

The ri :
he poggiht hon. Prime Minister has taken
on in this House in regard to the

He also

invasi
; on of the municipal rights of the peo-

ple s

beengdgfg‘%m that what had been done had
that the o ¥y committees of the House and
disagree”O‘temm.ent were not responsible. I
authorit ‘jcnth him there and I quote this
are the Sblo show that he is responsible as
munieipﬂ1 Tights. of in Toronto where the
equally ‘1 rights of the people are being
both caSnVaded by the local legislature. In
bl es these governments are responsi-

¢ a
nd must assume the responsibility. |

Goin
Johnngﬁ to another page I find that Sir
tain Werul-mot very properly points out cer-
ment s( knesses that exist in our govern-
, Some cure for which ought to be
He says :
dl'awbac(lg anadian) system has assuredly its
ment thai like all other systems of govern-
by the by ‘have been devised and worked out
Watcheq ts]tam of man, Any one who has closely
bast muste eVo.lution of this system for years
tendency { admit that. there is a dangerous
—I mean élhthe Dominion to give the executive
a contro] o e ministry as a body—too superior
a minjgty ‘ile!‘ the legislative authority. ‘When
ment nog;y as in its government the appoint-
governmengn_ly of the heads of the executive
of the 1 in the provinces, that is to say,
i eant overnors, who can be dis-
also of tn, he same power at any moment, but
Darliamente.members of the upper house of
Numeroug itself, besides the judiciary and
offices, it iconec.“’rships and other valuable
of hun,la,nas quite obyvious that the element
room for mbition and selfishness has abundant
lature, angpel‘atlon on the floor of the legis-
able to wi la bold and skilful cabinet is also
2 system 1etd a machinery very potent under
Commong ,g party government. The House of
ment a pye ay be made by skilful party manage-
able anq dr‘e recording or registering body of an
to such ‘g%‘ermmed capbinet. I see less liability
System whi 'in‘t though potent influences in a
of "‘e‘Dr'eseni  makes the president and the house
of each oth atives to a large degree independent
ations to Lo‘g{' and leaves his important nomin-
a hody Wh‘*(‘ixe under the control of the Senate,
ich has no analogy whatever with

the relati
Darliamen‘ltvily weak branch of the Canadian

ship depen ssentially wealk, avhile its member-

There i:s ;n ;he government itself.
e _ clear declaration by our lead-
ne%sco(:;Stituth“&l authority as tg the weak-
country gaghament as we have it in this
on the nd as to the weakness of carrying
when th public affairs of this country,
n pOWQE First Minister and the party
—and T ;’ resort, as they have resorted,
two Imrtim not discriminating between the
of the Hes—-to the appointment, of members
ouse ‘to the Senate and to the use

e

of other influences by which the majority
can weaken this House and increase the
strength of the cabinet. I believe that the
Louse is gradually giving its powers away
to the cabinet in this country, a thing that
it should not do. There is not sufficient in-
dependence  inthis “House. There is not
sufficient independence of the leaders, per-
Laps, on either side. There ought to be
more independence, more respect for the
powers of the House and less control
by the government as pointed out bY
Dr. Bourinot. A dangerous condition of
things has arisen in this country. The
Sepate has now a large majority appointed
by the government. The govermnent have
lost no opportunity of interfering with the
independence of this House. All  these
things are dangerous to the Canadian con-
stitution and ought to have been avoided,
and: more especially they ought to have
been avoided by men who profess to be
Liberals and to live up to the old doctrine
of responsible government. They are trying
to get away from that doctrine. In the pro-
vince of Ontario they are trying to put the
responsibility on comimittees of the legisla-
ture, they are trying to evade responsibility
and they are in this way allowing the muni-
cipal rights of the people to be taken away
from them. An important question that is
Dbefore the people to-day is the question of
the rights of the people as against corpora-
tions, and if the Liberals in Ottawa do not
intend to protect the rights of the people it
will be disastrous to the best interests of the
country. All we can see as the outcome of
Liberal legislation at Toronto and also in this
House is the distribution of the resources of
the country among the rich corporations.
Tverything is given to them ; the people can
get nothing. The people come to parliament
and say that they want lower railway rates
and that they want authority for the munici-
palities to undertake the management of cer-
tain public utilities. They cannot get the
rights which they ask for while more money
is Dbeing taken out of the treasury and
handed over to private corporations. One
hundred and fifty million dollars is to be
given this session to the Grand Trunk Rail-
way for a scheme presumably to solve the
transportation problem but which does not
solve it at all. The money is handed over,
the corporations become more powerful and
it is such corporations as these which have
saused the degradation in public life on the
other side of the line. It is not the tariff and
the trusts that the Prime Minister says.
is the great corporations created by legisla-
tion to which are handed over the resources
of the country. 7

And yet, no effort is peing made in Can-
ada to check that condition of affairs. We
are rapidly passing to the game condition
asg that which obtains in the United States ;
corporations control the legislature, they con-
trol the governments, they get everything
they ask ; the people get nothing. More and



