
[COMMONS]

RUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I presunme that it
will be iii accoruance with the wisli of the House
that the Aldress in reply to the Speech from the
Throne sloullbe conisidered before any other
business is taken up. 1. therefore. move:

That the introduction of Bills, Questions by Membersi
and Notices of Mot ti le post poned until after the con-
sideration of the Order of the Day.

%lr. LAURIER. I would ask the hon. gentie-
man to allow tie questioins to be put to-lay.

Sir .JOHN THilC)ONIP-iSON. I would have nuo
obljection to thtat, but I suppose tlat at the close
of the debate. wiicli is tinot likely to iast long, the
questions miglt le put andi answeredl.

M r. LA1URIIE K. Very well.
'Motion agree to.

Ml E.\lER INTRODUCEI).

EnWARD Cu.\n:s Ion:s, EsQ.. Menber for the Elec-
toral J'istrict ot Digby :introduced1 by lon. Mr. Laurier
and MIr. Fraser.

ADR~ESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCYS SPEECH.

The House pr.ceeded to the coisideration of
Hfis Excellencys Speech at thep ing of the Ses-

Mr, NORTHRUP. In rising to nove that a
humble Address he presiented to Hlis Excelelency, ii
reply to the Spech delivered from the Throne last
'Thursday, . cuouniidently trust that the sane kind
indulgenice a, 1nd geuerous forbearance by this House
wlich ini times past alias a lwaîys beei extendlled to
those uipolwimi lhasdevolved the like duty. will lot
he withlhelid fromi lie to-day. D1)id I c eousult my own
feelings, I would umchlu prefer that uponi somue ail.e r

1Mre expericnuced atnl ibetter qualified nemuber of
the House than il to liscaitarge it, hal fallent the 1
duty which I ntow unlertake. lut. recog'nizinud that
the loiour wlich is thius coilferred is not upon mIe.
Lut upon the wiorthy consttuenicy whiîch I have the
honour to represent. knowing that I amn expected
not to express myn oiwi opinioni, b»ut to voice the
senutimluenits to whichî the East Riduintg of Haîstinigs
gave lutterance iii sc thiu iiering toiles a week ago
last Satmurdav. I rise with pfleasure and with pride,
thlough at the saie time with liflidence, to mnove
the adoptioni of this Address. His Excellency has
seen tit at the opening of lis Speeclu to
conugratiulate us upon ie general prosperity of
the Domiinion and 1on)0 ithe aibundulant harvest
with which Providence lias blessedl aill parts
of the country, and .1, inasmuhelu as iii these
matters a just comtprehension of positive truth can
only bc attaiined by a fair eomparison betwv eei the
present ai the past, 1 think it will iot be out. of I
place for me to ask memubers of the House to in-
dulge in a retrospect aind to coumpaire the coiditioni
of the land*and the state of the people, the exist-1
ing circumstanices aid the ntational prospects to-day 1
and 25 years ago. Indeel this is an exceptionally I
favourable time for us to make that comparisoi, as
we have now comtipleted our tirst nationual epoch
andt are proceeding with the second epoch of our i
country, and are daily makintg its history, whether
to the shame or the glory of the country time will
unerringly tell. Althiotugli the first epoch is closed,
and the volume of its history is written, it is not a
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sealed book, but its pages lie open fromt which ail
may learn, as so nany Canadians have already
learned, lessonsfron which to draw courage, inspira-
tion, and bright hopes-lessons of predicuiur, -veri-
tied. of promises fuilfilled, of obstacles suriiounted,
of sucevss attained, of prosperity realized. We are
now at the beginnîing of the second epoch of our
history. For the first time in the history of our
coiuntry the )resent Parliamient lias assemubled
without the assistaince and encouragement of the
counsels and advice of the venerable Nestor
who hais been called away fronm us and

I who lias been so happily entitled the Father of
IConfederation. For twenty-five years the poliey
of the couîntiry lias been mainly fashioned and

,fraiel and its destiny guided and Controlled by
the masterIy liani of the late lamniîted Right Hion.
Sir .John A. Maedonald. Althlough for twenty-five
years his policy lias been attacked, his measures
criticized, his motives questioned, and his repu-
tation assailed, still, now that the great leader

i has been carried to his last restning->laee, now that
the last p-olitical bhattie has been fouglit the ast
shot tireud, and the smnoke cleared away fromn the
tield of action, n'<ow% that the hast i.blow lias been
struck. I believe the people of titis country, seeing
witih vision uîncloulel anld eve undinnned. Re-
formners and Conservatives alike, agree tlhat what-
ever lis rel)utaltioni, thiat. is. the mîtain as lie lias beel
lescribed o(r supmose rimaginedlby those about

hiiiii. lis character, the mitan as le was, lot as le
was thouglit, as lie was know to lis Maker. not.
as lie was judged by his felows, was pure anld
unsullied. an i that dlurintg luhis whole political life,
from the beginuning all along tilhelnes dwn to its
brilliait close, lie was ever true to those princfiples
which were at oice the basis and the apex of lis
polit ical faith. Iove for (Camnada, faith in Caunalianis,
aid lovaltv to tle Crownl. But, ailtitougl we
have fiiislhed, as I have said, the first epocl of ouîr
listorv there are lessons to be drawn fromu it,
there are c(IlpLrisoits whicli it is nuecessary for us
to mutake att the present time iii order to understand
the position of titis country at this tite when it.
connn*nces its second epocli. Twent-tive years
ago. titis ':ountrv consisted of a few scattered pro-
viices., with nt )coniunnity of interest. withi very
little interproviicial connuunication or interpro-
vincial trade. Eacli province regulated its own
tariffi aum was workin out its own destiny along
its own hies. within its owt liits, and regardless
of the interests or fortunes of the otjer provinces.
At that time there were maiy cloîuds loomintig up on
the political horizon. What is the case at pre.
sent ? We have nîow a great iDominion stretcing
fromt oceai to ocean, reaiiing from the stori-
beaten shores of Labrador to the sunny slopes of
the Pacifie, and we have ail these different terri-
tories brought into one and united lby ai great work,
a inarvel ofengineering skill, the eiviy of the world
and the pride of Canada, the Canadian Pacific
Railway, whichl is the result of the policy of this
Coverinment. Twenty-five years aigo thte provinces
by the sea iad so little interest in the western pro-
vinces, and we in then, that, when our friends fron
the, east came to Ontario and Quebec, which were
then the western provinces, they were practically
unknown to us, while we visiting their provinces
were viewed almost as curiosities, but now we are
able to agree that at all events we will join with
our Reforn friends i unrestricted reciprocity iri


