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Mr. BURDETT. While approving most of the citizen of the United States. The objection taken
letter and spirit of the Bill, I woukl suggest that does not lhold. because iii the leclaration required'
we go a little further and that the ballot. should by the revising otticer the jparty who seeks to have
not onlv be initialled by the deputy retiiriiinig his uame plaeed on the preliîi iist only swear
officer. but that it shouild he initialled also by tiat he is a Britislh subject.
authorized agents of the opposig candidates. M
)eputvreturnmingotiicers are nîot always emblems i . . .

freturning offleer, if hie is o eept the declaration wlhether this Clause is it oi

inclined, nay issue a few ballots before the polling not.
occurs with bhis initiais upon them. and ther ean 3r. MASSOr- Surely the iqestion as to whal
he circulated outside the booth. and a mian'mav the revising oticer mav d(o cannot interfere witl
«et his five dollar bill and the ballot already- mark- theo passage of this Bill. It will be his dutv t
ed, provided lie goes iin ani brings out one witlh act in accordance with the Franchise Act anid thi:
the initials upon it not. marked. That mnay occuir, Act, andi I understand that the hon. mielber foi
and if the initials of the deputy returning otierffle Broekville (Ir. Wood), also proposes to ament
and tiie ageits of the opposIIIg candidates are the Franchlise Act. bearing on the sane subject
allowed to be put upon the ballot as well, noting I ar gla to see that made clear which wa
of this kint ena occur. Speaking on aiother point obscure. I wouhll suggest that a further step h
of the Franchise Act. I think tait men who lhave taken, and it siould be leclared that the perso
gone to the States with the intention of residing ma îking the declaration is not only nîot the su"
there, ouglht not to be allowed to core back here jectt of foreign country. but lias not filed au id
and vote and thus affect the conduct of affairs in a claration of intention t'. become the subject o
country that they have left practically forever. citizein of a foreign state. In imany of the \Vesteri
Respecting the matter of postage. it is oue of great State persons resilent a few mnonîths are allowet
importance to those who object to votes on the ,ist. certam prmleges as eitizens, provided they tie
Now, these lists have to be registered and sent out declaration witlh the coucty elerk of their intentiol
at a cost of eighît cents, aud I think it ouglt to to become citizens of the United States. I thini
be made as cheap as possible to those geuntlemen suci a clause shouîld be embodied in the Bill a
wlo revise the list, because undier'the present Act drawn, because,. to use the sentiment expressed 1>
eingluh trouble and difticulty occur to both political Mr'. Blainle, that Canadianîs sloulid lbe taugliht tha
parties. , thev caniot he Amricans ad Canaliains at th

saie time. Canadians must be tauhlit that the
3r. BARRON. 1, too, would like to see the Bill cannot he American citizens and at the sane tim

bec(me law, including the suggestion made by my come here and assist iii controlling the legislatioi
hon. frieid from Hastings (m3r. Burdett), because f this coutry.

df ihi houly
it has comne îîun er my owini notce ti ateectors go
to the polls anid taike the oatlh that they are British
subjects ly birth, relying upon the fact that. thougli
thiey had rcimîoved to the States, they were born:
Britisi subjects. But my main olject iii addressmg
ftie House now is to draw the attention of t i
Minister of J ustice and also the on. geitleiman who
introduced the «ill to the fact that thi Bill shiould.
not becoime law at all events this Vear, because -it
specifies wha.t is a qualitication for an elector. It
iay be that the revising oticer in accepting dècla-
rations, knowini what is the qualificationi of an
elector by this 11i, iight equire the clause set-
ting forth that I am a Britisli subject by birtli and
not the sibject of any foreign country,~to be incor-i
porated in the declaration. Ve know that the1
revising oticers, bv staitute. begzan their woik on
lst June last. and if this Bill becaie law, vithout.
a clause being provided that it shall not be retro-
active, those officers mîîiglt hîold that declarations
received before this Bill becamne law would be bad.
inasnuch as they would not contain the whole of
this paragraph, - I amn a Britisli subject by birth
and not th Uisubject of any foreignî couiitry.' I.
therefore, suggest to the Minister of Justice auîd
the pronoter of this Bill that there slould be a
clause naking it not applicable to the present
revision, or, at all events, not to become law until
after this year.

Mr. WOOD (Brockville). It is only the forni of
the'omathi that the Bill seeks to amend. A person
coming frou the United States to Ontario couid
take the present oath because lie could sweart,
and with sonething of a clear conscience. that
he was a British subject by birtlh, otwith-

,standing that at the sane time he was a,
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Mr. FRASER. That argumient does iot apply
to this case. The fact of a man declaring his iinten-
tion to do a thling is not the perforiaice of it. If
so every man who ldeclared his intention to steal
would be entered .as having stolen. I understand
the hon. «euntleiîani to say tlat the Bill slhoild
cover cases where the parties had simîply declared
their intention to ultinately becoimie Anerican
eitizenîs.

\I. WOO) (Bei-kville). Some of the States
permîuit a mlian wlho deelares lis mitenîtion. and imiakes
a forial declaration to that eifeet. of beecominîg an
American citizen, to enjoy al the righits of Ameni-
Can citizenshil) alt.lhougl lie may not have been a
resident long einough to have Ibecomiei a citizen.

Mr-. FRASER. He lias onlv certain rights con-
cerning municipal matters, andi lie is not a full
citizen. He is not a full citizen uiless lhe lias
taken out lis naturalization papers, as in this
country. There is no necessity of placinig sucli a
clause in this Bill.

M. MASSON. In the Vestern States imen, on
tiling such ldeclarations. secure many of the rights
of citizenship. If ihiese people choose toC go to a
foreign country and make a deciaration of their
intention to become citizens, it is only right thiat
we should provide that they should have nothing
to do witlh the <overnmient of this country.

MNr. CHARLTON. The object of making this
declaration is to enable persons to hiold real estate.
In many States aliens are not allowed to hiold pro-
perty, but in no State. I beliere, does the filing of
such declaration entitle such a person to the right
*f citizenship and suffrage. The person has simply
the right to acquire property ; but he is not a
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