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Tt is stiji truce that women fînd it difficuilt to achieve executive
positions and are >often passed over when promiotions take place. It is
possible that tliis nia> be aecouxited for by tlieir own attitude toward Vheir
work: mnary women fail to obta:in the trai niug they ne#'ýd or perhaps do not work
as liard at making a career for themselves as. a anndoes because the>' exrpe<t to
marry and look on a job as a temporary stop-gap.

In 1954, the federal Government set up a Wonîen's Bureau under the
tlepartniant of Labour. The Bureau is now exigaged in researchi on the iieeds of
womeri workers and the social implications involved in the increased, number of
mar?çied womnen workdng outside theahome.

Citizenship

Canadian womn have full citizenship riglits. Whera a C>anadian woman
marries an allen, she retains lier Canadian citizenship. An alien woman inarry-
ing a Canadian citizen and legaîlly adiuitted to Canada is eligible for citizen-
ship after one yearls resiçience.

Lega iglt s

Single women have the sazue legal ri.ghts as men in ever>' part of
Canada.

In nine of the ten province, the civil law is based on the Counnon
Law of- Englarn. Where a~re munor legal vari.ations in each province, but in
al of theni a iuarried womal lis full. legal rights. She m~ay enter into contract,
administar her owiu property and lseep >her own earn.ings. She and ber husband have
equai rights and obligations for the care, custody and discipline of thir
children.

Unil 196~4, the status of marr4d women in Quebec was different froni
that obtaluing in the. other pjine provinces. There is a historical reason for
this. The Treat>' of Paris, signed in Britain in 1774, guaranteed the French-
speaking people living in what is now the Province of Quebec the right to keep
the civil 13w une wfriçl they liad been governed for over 200 years when the>'
wera me>ibjers of a çoloiiy of Franice. In 1866, these laws were codified into the
Civil Code of the Province of Quebec. In the 1f9l;owiflg year, the. Briishi North
Ameriça Act gave excluisive jurisdiction of property and civil rights to thle
provinces.

Vxider the Quebec Code, a uiarrid woman suffered under legal incapaci -
ties> which made it necessary for her to gaet her husband's signature ini order to
apppe.r in Judicial jroceedings, give, accept, sell or dispose of property during
lier lifetime (though she could dispose of it b>' maISiW$ a will whihbeoies valid
after lier deatli without authorization or consent), and enter into contracts or
obligations.

In 1964, these and other antiquated incapacities were removed, thanks
to a bill passed by the Quebec Leglslature. This bill was întroduceël by a womau,
a Minister-witliout-Portfolio, Madame~ Claire Kirkland-Casgrain, a youïig lawyer


