
military rivalries that followed the overthrow of civilians, Johnson Aguiyi-Ironsi's
military regime was bedeviied by a futile attempt to cancel féderalism from the
Nigerian political process. Yakubu Gowon, who succeeded Aguiyi-Ironsi, leamt
the political lessons of féderalism weil. The natural military impulse towards
centralized order was tamed in the eady years of military rule by the imperatives
of the Nigerian Civil War. In order to prosecute and win that.war, the Nigerian
Federal Govemment had to appeal to the regionai and ethnic loyàlties of
minority ethnic groups in southeastern and southwestern Nigeria whose
autonomies were threatened by secessionist Biafra. They were indeed toid that
the Federai Nigerian Government would not do unto them what Biafra was about
to do to them - by assuming their regional powers. Thus, during the Nigerian
Civil War féderalismi grew.

In the aftermath of the CMI War (1970-75), und« Yakubu Gowon's continued
mllitary rule, féderalism fourished. Military governors hailed from their native
regions, as it was during Civil War years. They were usually powerful men and
ran autonomous governments. For instance, the military government of Midwest
Region built the Midwest Institute of Technology (which becam University of
Benin) despite opposition from Goworýs central government
Similarly, the military governments of Midwest and Rivers jointly embarked on
the building of the Wani-Port Harcourt road against expressed opposition from
Gowon.

Within the mditary, however, field officers who fixQht the war were resentfül of
the military governors and often berated what they considered to, be Gowon's
weakness in controlling the Regional military governors. Two of these, Murtala
Muhanuned and Olusegun Obasanjo, both veterans of the Nigerian Civil Wàr,
overftew Gowc«s regime in 1975 in à popular coup cretat Muhammeas and
Oba$Mýo S foreefui reversais of the powers of the regiorw virtually canceled
féderalism from Nigerian govemance in a few short yeurs.

MuhammedVbeuniols CentmAzaý Manie and ffie Msbaunes of N*N-àn
Federaffsm
The han:Pwon principles, processes, and practices of féderalisrn quickly came
under attack from Muhamined and Obasanjo. They came to pa«r in good
economic times of oü bWn in wt*h the e=xxffic question was not pmducdon
but consumption. The Federation Accourt, set up to regulate the disWbufion of
commS furds arnong the govenwwgs of die Fedération, became a Federal
accouffi controffl by die 811-P»erU aW 811-bxyMng Federal Ulftary
GOvemmerd wNCh OvVrOde "$Wlg eMMUtional familas for distrbAing
commRi fwxýL Th«e was Idde opposition. A new Prectice of aponting loyal


