
Most Dialogue contributors also stress that Canada's 

position as long-standing friend, neighbour and ally 

of the world's only superpower makes close relations 

with the United States a fundamental foreign policy 

priority. Views diverge about how best to preserve 

our sovereign ability to act in accordance with 

Canadians' values and interests while realizing 

the advantages of North American ties. However, 

citizens recognize that skilfully managing Canada's 

occasional differences with the U.S. must be part of 

a long-term commitment to strengthening our conti-

nental relationship in ways that advance the many 

shared goals of our two countries. 

The following report reflects the guiding impetus 

behind the Dialogue itself: that Canada's foreign 

policy must be informed by public advice fully 

representative of our country's diverse population and 

regions. This conviction informed our consultations, 

and it is reflected in this report as well. In synthesiz-

ing the very large volume and variety of advice we 

received, we have aimed to give a balanced and 

accurate account of what we heard from Canadians. 

While not every suggestion or perspective could be 

represented here in this report, they will all contribute 

as we proceed to develop Canadian foreign policy 

in the months and years to come. 

It has been a privilege for me to learn from the 

knowledge and experience that Canadians brought 

to the Dialogue discussions. I have been particularly 

struck by certain themes raised repeatedly across the 

country. In the new security environment in which we 

live, Canadians strongly endorse a broad notion of 

security—one that sees our own security at home as 

dependent on the stability, order and prosperity of 

the global community, and with the human rights and 

democratic development of people around the world. 

They want to see Canada active abroad in ways 

that reflect the realities of global interdependence, 

the complex nature of the threats facing us in the 

21st century, and the need for an integrated 

approach in which diplomacy, defence capability 

and development assistance work together in 

advancing Canadian goals. 

Across the country, I have heard Canadian voices 

urging that the benefits of globalization must be 

shared more widely within and between countries 

in order to fulfill the promises of market economies, 

democracy and free trade that have so reshaped the 

global order in recent decades. Both our values and 

our long-term interests in prosperity and stability, 

citizens have told me, require Canada to be more 

active in ensuring that millions of people around 

the world come to share in the rewards of the new 

global economic system. 

I have also been struck by the strong desire among 

Canadians to make our country better known abroad 

in all of its diversity, opportunity and expertise: 

through educational and cultural channels, through 

trade promotion and diplomatic outreach, and 

through the concrete achievements of a reinvigo-

rated foreign agenda. And finally, the widespread 

engagement in town halls, on the Web site and in 

written submissions reaffirmed for me how strongly 

Canadians believe that direct citizen involvement must 

remain central to sound government, in the making of 

our country's foreign policy as well as in the reform 

and renewal of multilateral forms of governance. 

The advice summarized in this report will be vital to 

the work of policy development that will proceed in 

the months ahead. At a critical time in global affairs, 

your contributions will help guide our foreign policy 

and strengthen Canada's voice abroad. I am grateful 

to everyone who participated in the Dialogue, and 

look forward to pursuing further conversations with 

Canadians about our country's engagement in the 

world. Our democracy and our foreign policy are 

stronger and healthier because of your participation. 
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