sy
in eagh wa the provinces and they enumerated the powers and duties of the
fedcral -and theeprgiincial legislatures leaving all the undefined rcsidue

or "reserved powers" to the federal government. The battle for ratification
began when the seventystwo resolutions of the (uebec Convention were sub-.
mitted, en bloe, to the respective degislatures. All provinces acccuted
then cxcept Prince Edward Island who joined some years later. .

Federation could not have becen accomplished .had not responsible
government already been a reality in 3ritish llorth America. Responsible
government had been achieved in all of 3British llorth /merica cxcept
British Columbia by 1863. The Canadian confederption is peculiar in
one regard. . It is.the'only casc on‘record to that time in which a group
of colonies practically remade their®own constitution in a peaceful way.

After the ratification by the provinces concerned, the Zritish liorth
America Aqngas passed on 29 March, 1867 by the B grltljh Parliament. 1t
was substantially unchanged from Lhc proposals prescnted by %the Canadian
delegates. The royal proclamation fixing lst ef July -aseCanada's official
birthday, followed immediately the passing of the act.

Zince cgrfederation there has taken place.n stecady development ‘of the
powers‘of the Canadimnrme#ion. The develeomicst in the status of the
Dominion‘was evident at the successivé Colonial Conferencess, the name of
which was changed in 1907 to Imperial Conferences. At the clos® of the
irst Creat War, on the initiative of Sir Robert 3orden, then Prime
Ministenr ofs) anada the Dominions sccured recognition as 31Lnatory powers
of The -Treatygof .Versaille and were accepted aswnembers.ofk the League of
Nations. s The present position of Canada in the Britgysh Qonronwealth of
Nations was'¢learly defined at the Imperial Confecrence of 1926, attended
by Prime anistpr'King and the late Justice liinister Lapointe. The
report of the Inter-Imperial Relations Committee defined the relative
positiop of «Crédat DBritaim and.the self Coverning Dominions. The committee
made the following statement:which was endorsed at the conference: -

"They are autonomous Cormunititcs within the British Impire,_equal
in status, in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of heir
domestic or cxtcrnal affairs. though united by a common allcrlance to
the Crovn and freely associated as members of the British commcnwealth

of Natlonsf"

”he statute of Westminster, an Imperial ‘ct which was passed by
the Parliament of the United® }inpdon in 1931 recapltuluted the ‘principles
declared at the Imperial-Conference: ef 1926,

Thus to-day the evoluticn is completeds Thé pation born in 1867
stands within the British Commonwealth as a sovchcign states




