
in englh gW, t2eQov*pces and they enumerated the powiors and dutios of the
fceral-and thc*pIÀ41incial. lcgisiatures leaving ail the~ undefinod rcsidue
or "reserved powers'" to the redorai government. The battie for ratif±\catl
beran when the seventyttwo resolutions of the ruebec Convention vwere.sb
rnitted, en bloc, to the respective legisiatures. Ail provinces .accc>t cd
them except Prince Edwar'd Island who joinod sorte yoars later.

iederation could not have boe accomplishod .had not responsible
Covernzaont already been a reality in 3ritisb. ].orth America. .£?esponsible
government had been achieved in ai'l of British 1,prth .:merica cxcept
B3ritish Columibia by 1863. The Cana 'dian contederption is peculiar in
one rerard.. It in.thee.(nly case on.record to tliat tirte in which a group
of colonies practically rertade thoirlown constitutioh in a poaceful way.

îirter the ratif'ication by the provinces concernod,- the British 1.orth
America Actwas passed on 29 Larch, 1867 by the BritisÙ PQariiamont. It


