
THE COMMONWEALTH ACCORD ON SOUTHERN AFRICA

1. We consider that South Africa's continuing refusal to dismantle
apartheid, its illegal occupation of Namibia, and its aggression against its
neighbours constitute a serious challenge to the values and principles of the
Commonwealth. a challenge which Commonwealth countries cannot ignore. At New
Delhi we expressed the view that "only the eradication of apartheid and the
establishment of majority rule on the basis of free and fair exercise of
universal adult suffrage by all the people in a united and non-fragmented
South Africa can lead to a just and lasting solution of the explosive
situation prevailing in Southern Africa." We are united in the belief that
reliance on the range of pressures adopted so far has not resulted in the
fundamental changes we have sought over many years. The growing crisis and
intensified repression in South Africa mean that apartheid must be dismantled
now if a greater tragedy is to be averted and that concerted pressure must be
brought to bear to achieve that end. We consider that the situation calls for
urgent practical steps.

2. We, therefore, call on the authorities in Pretoria for the following
steps to be taken in a genuine manner and as a matter of urgency:

(a) Declare that the system of apartheid will be dismantled and
specific and meaningful action taken in fulfilment of that intent.

(b) Terminate the existing state of emergency.

(c) Release irruaediateiy and unconditionally Nelson Mandela and all
others imprisoned and detained for their opposition to apartheid.

(d) E-stablish. political freedo:n and specifically lift the existing
ban on the African*National Congress and other political parties.

(e) Initiate, in the context of a suspension of violence on all
sides, a process of dialogue across lines of colour. ^olitics and
religion, with a view to establishing a non-racial and
representative government.

3. We have agreed on a number of measures which have as their rationale
impressing on the authorities in Pretoria the compelling urgency of
dismantling apartheid and erecting the structures of democracy in South
Africa. The latter, in particular, demands a process of dialogue involving
the true representatives of the majority black population of South Africa. We
believe that we must do all we can to assist that process, while recognising
that the forms of political settlement in South Africa are for the people of
that country - all the people - to determine.

4. To •this end, we have decided to establish a small group of eminent
Commonwealth persons to encourage through all practicable ways the evolution
of that necessary process of political dialogue. He are not unmindful of the


